ACN Faults Jona

By Olawunmi Ojo

O(EPPOSITION Action

ongress of Nigeria (ACN)
has warned President
Goodluck Jonathan not to
walk in self-delusion that the
partycannot pull a surprise in
the 2011 polls.

It said yesterday that it was
the height of wishful think-
ing for Jonathan to assert in a
statement credited to him
that the opposition has con-
ceded the Presidency to the
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) ahead of the 2011 gener-
al elections. '

In a statement issued in
Lagos yesterday by its
spokesman, haji  Lai
Mohammed, ACN said the
President might have mistak-
en the parties that joined the
PDP in its  so-called
Government of National
Unity (GNU) for the real oppo-
sition, “hence the overly-exul-
tant statement.”

“In any case, while the ACN
may have been in opposition
till a few months ago, we have
since moved on to become a
government in waiting, ready
to take Nigeria on a journey to

lory and prosperity with the

consent of the people in
_ 2011,” Mohammed said. -
The party also dispelled the

notion that the opposition

12 Die, 5,000
Displaced In
Benue Land
Disputes

From Simeon Nwakaudu, Makurdi

one week, 12 persons have
een killed in rural commu-
nities in Benue State in three
land disputes occurring in four

local councils and another

5,000 displaced.

The councils where fighting
‘has been raging over arable
land in the last weék are
Vandeikya, Konshisha, Gwer
and Kwande Total councils.
FarmeTsn the areas have been
neck-deep in the struggle to
take over stretches of fertile
land.

As at Thursday, four persons
were feared dead in a renewed
land crisis between Kendev
community in Konshishia Local
Council and Mbatsenge com-
munity in Gwer Local Council
after days of fighting over the
control of border farmlands
between the two councils.

Fighting broke out last

Monday after a farmer from
olrlle c(l)lf lthe dcommunit({es
allege: anted cropsinadis-
puted all')mland. lf}e farmer
died from an attack by mem-
bers of the neighbouring com-
munity.

The incident sparked off hos-

tilities between the two com- -

munities, leading to the death
of three other persons on
Wednes evening, when
-news of the fighting filtered
into Makurdi, the state capital.
Several houses in the two feud-
ing communities have been
razed while over 200 residents
have fled theareaS———
‘The Chief Press Secretary to the
Speaker of the Benue State
House of Assembly, Mr. Samuel
Zaka, told The Guardian on
Thursday that the legislature
would meet with the chairmen
of Konshisha and Gwer coun-
- cils to find Tasting solution to
the recurring land crisis.
When contacted, the
Commissioner of Police,
Ibrahim Mohammed, said the
command was yet to receive
the details of the conflict and
the casualties recorded.

Five persons were feared dead
in a land crisis involving two
communities in Vandekya
council after fighters from two
communities used sophisticat-
ed weapons and mercenaries
to boost their chances of takin:
over the stretch of land. .
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