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5 Killed As Militiamen Invade Community

From Simeon Nwakaudu,
Makurdi
ersons  are

Iifea.red ead following

militiamen’s invasion of
Iyortyom Village in Yooyo
ward of Katsina Ala local
council of Benye State at
the weekend.

The village, located after
River Hoyo, witnessed
massive shooting, as the
militiamen numbering
about 60 stormed the
community.

The armed men report-
edly got information that
the leader of a rival mili-
tia group, popularly
called ‘Ghana’ was taking
refuge in his mother’s
home in the village.

Ghana is on the wanted
list of the Benue State
Police Command for
leading one of the most
vicious militia syndicates
in the Tiv-speaking areas
of the state.

It was learnt that before
the group of militiamen
got to Iyortyom Vlllage,

Ghana and his group had
got information on the
invasion and fled the vil-
lage.

The invading militia-
men consequently burnt
down the homes of
Ghanas mother and
other relatlves within the
compound

ey went further to
shoot at unarmed per-
sons found in the com-
pound at the time of
their invasion.

The Guardian learnt
that the last week had
been difficult for the resi-
dents of Iyortyom and
neighbouring villages, as
militiamen operating in
the area had resorted to
robbing market women
on their way to or from
the local markets to sell
crops.

A community leader in
Iyortyom Village, Mr.
Richard Abu, told jour-
nalists that the people of
the area were devastated
by the magnitude of the
destructlon carried out

by the militiamen.
He said: “These militia-

men have grounded
social and economic
activities in the area in
the last two weeks. The
invasion at the weekend
is the worst because they
killed five persons.”

Abu stated that politi-
cians worsened the situa-
tion by maintaining the

militiamen in anticipa-

tion of the forthcoming
elections.

He called on the State
Police Command to per-
manently post personnel
along that axis to check
the regular attacks by
militiamen ﬁghtmg for

supremacy.
Contacted, the Benue
State Police

Commissioner, Ibrahim
Mohammed, said that he
was yet to receive the
details of the attack from
his operatives on ground

i Katsima-Ata—

He said that he would
release the details to the
media as soon as he
received a comprehen-
sive briefing from his
men.

It would be recalled
that last December, some
lives were lost at Tor-
Donga on the same axis
when the Ghana group
clashed with other militi-
amen after a political
meeting between two top
politicians in the area.

Criticism Trails Swearing In Of Sole Administrators

From
Charles Ogugbuaija,
Owerri

'Pe recent swearing in
of 27 local council sole
administrators
Governor Ikedi Ohakim of
Imo State, has been criti-
cised by an ex-lawmaker.
Speaking to  The
Guardian at the weekend,

-Mr. Oliver Enwerenem,

who served eight years in
the Tmo State House of

Assembly, faulted the
:Bpointment of sole

ministrators in the
councils, describing it as
“undemocratic and a rape
of democracy”

He cited relevant sections
of the constitution, which
would make it impossible
for governors to appoint
council chairmen in such a

manner.

“Another set of undemoc-
ratically appointed chair-
men has %een sworn in
today. It is unconstitutional
and a rape of democracy
and a denial of peoples’
right to elect their leaders.
How will state governments
feel if the National
Assembly dissolved them
and set up sole administra-
tors to govern their states?
The National Assembly
should amend Section 7 of
the Constitution to with-
hold funds to any council
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mediate effect”
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that capacity for about one year,
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