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“Man dies in a hit-and-run
- motorcycle accident

A MIDDLE-AGED man ,

I. Odeseme
Okogbogu was in the early
hours of yesterday sent to
his early grave by a hit-and-
run commercial motorcy-

clist, popularly called
Okada in Ketu, on the out-
skirts of Lagos.

The deceased, who was
dressed in a pair of jeans
and a long sleeve shirt, an
eyewitness, said was hit by
the motorcyclist at about
5.30a.m, at Ilele Bus Stop,
Ketu, Lagos.

According to the witness,
the man was waiting to
board a bus when he was
hit and he died instantly.

He said: “The young man
was standing at the bus
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stop waiting to board a
bus.
All of a sudden, we heard a
sound and when  we
looked, a motorcycle had
hit him and the rider had
sped on. He did not wait.
We moved closer and laid
him on the roadside, but he
died a few minutes later.”

1T}(xied eyewitness, whg
pleaded anonymity, sai
they could not take the
deceased to the hospital for
fear of being arrested by
the police or the injured
man being rejected by the
doctors, who might request
for police report.

“But, we later saw a

Abia moves to curb
child trafficking

. Q BIA State government
as declared its readi-
ness to curb teenage preg-
nancy and child trafficking
To this end, a workshop on
capacity building for major
stakeholders on advocacy
was held on Tuesday. It
was organised by the
Ministry of Women Affairs
in Umuabhia, the state capi-
ta, with participants drawn
from the private sector, as
well as the local councils.
Speaking at the work-
shop, the state Women
Affairs Commissioner,
Lady Chinedu Brown
lamented the increase in
cases of teenage pregnancy
and in the number of sin-
gle mothers without homes
and means of livelihood.
This, she said, boosted
child trafficking as some
. unscrupulous  persons,
professionals and charla-
tans, now run homes that
spzcialise -in supporting
and encouraging young
girktobecomebai ~facto-

ries to support their busi-
nesses

The commissioner

described the workshop as

-unique in foc oh the
plight of girls wri:o find
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themselves in life-threaten-
ing situations beyond their

. control.

She said: “ The boys-and
irls as well as adolescents
eing trafficked would not
choose their lot, if they
knew better or had a fair
chance of émployment and

" means of livelihood or had

families that could afford to

Five them the necessities of
i

fe or had enou; secuntr;?'
to d{)revent their being trat-
ficked.

According to Brown,
“although in some cases,
their tl;ln'omiscuity led them
into'that situation, the soci-
ety still owes th

obligations such as provid- - -

livelihood,

4 i 1} RS
socio-psychological reha-

bilitation by - of value
re-orientation, skill acqui-

sition and other assistance”

The commissioner, there-

- fore, called on all and

sundry, including United
Fun ‘for
Population Administration,
UNICEF and other agen-
cies, to assist in bringing
succour to the victims.

Administrative Man: >
" Channels Television, Mrs.

Channels Television identi-
ty card on him, which indi-
cated he might have worked -
there as a security officer.

“We called his father, but
the man was dead by the
time he arrived,” he added.

The deceased’s father, an
Assistant Superintendent
of Police (ASP) at FESTAC
Police Station, FESTAC
Town, Mr Sunday
Okogbogu, described his
son’s death as “shocking.”
He said: “I received a

phone call from a stranger
that my son was involved in
an accident at Ketu.
“When I got there, he was
already dead. Isaw my son
off to Ibeshe: Bus Stop,
Ikorodu, where Odeseme
boarded a bus to Ketu .
“This, I normally do, since
we packed to Ikorodu from
Ebute Metta two months
ago.

“When he gets to Ketu, he

. boards a bus to Maryland,

where he worked with
Channels Television.

“He resumes at 7.00am. I
did not know it is would be
the last time I would see my
son.

“I do not even know how to

tell his mother, though, she

became suspicious when I

received the call and told

hex('i 1 (;vas going to Ketu”, he
e

The i4-year-old Odeseme,
he said, was his first child
and an undergraduate part-

* time student of Lagos State

Universi (LASU).

Described as an easygoing
person by his co-workers
and his bereaved father, he
was always stru; _' to

of some members

Stella Nwosisi, in com
of staff.
to

Ketu Police Station  before

taking the body to the mor-
tuary  of Lagos  State
Universi Teaching

Hospital (LASUTH), Tkeja.



