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Five feared dead as navy, gunmen clash
in Rivers

GUN duel with sus-

sea bandits has -

left one naval rating, three
ﬁunmen and a civilian

ead during an attackon a
houseboat

protecting
Shell

Petroleum

Development Compa.ny.

flow station at
Rivers State .

Sea pirates also raided a
ship owned by Norwegian
freighter Spar Shipping
near Port Harcourt in the
early hours of yesterday -

learnt
that . a.bout 30 bandits
stormed the.
house;};tateraazyal?l%xt 1:45
am. e gun-
men, whose motive could
not be ascertained, were
said to have engaged the

. spokesperson,
Sagir Musa, who com-

Orubirni -

naval personnel on board -
the houseboat in a gun
duel.

The Joint Task Force
Lt. Col

firmed the incident told
The Guardian that naval

personnel ¢ antly
rnsgondedtotheﬁau]}hnge
and successfully lgelled
. It is
at one

greatly feared

“ naval rating might have

died in-the process and
also a civilian worker who
washltbymihtants stray
bullet”
Mausa also revealed that

e Qurin;the gom dud
uring the gun du
chlasheﬁclosetotwo

From Kelvin Ebiri,
Port Harcourt

hours, while several others
sustained ot injuries
o T bandis reportedly
€ repo
made away with two
Passport-19 patrol boats

“anchored by the house-

boaLTheboaIsarespe-

gﬁuy ed light river

for waterway

patrol. from a. demgnated

command
It co d not be con-
“firmed if the bandits
attacked any oil facility in

the area. Efforts to reach
officials of Shell by tele-

gg;'methro out yestet-
Slmila.rly, the

. Norwegian vessel, Spar

Gemini was raldedmthe

early hours of yesterday
near Port Harcourt, when

an unspecified number of

irates invaded the
vessef, which had a 22-
man crew said to be from
India and looted valuables
from it. Weapons were
allegedly used in the
attack, but no one was
reported injured in the

.Bergen-based

incident.

After the raid of the
53,000-ton bulk carrier
which is owned by
Shi] thy b o

pping, the sea pirates
left the ship wll)thout
abducting any of the crew
members on

- Meanwhlle, the
Chairman of Bonny
o A i S

pple said security
been beefed up on the

island to forestall further

attacks from armed ban-
dits who recently attacked
a military checkpoint and
police station.

Pepple told The
Guardian that security

o ratives under the aegis
the Joint Task Force
(JTF) had been deployed
to various parts of the -
community to further
enhance previous security
arrangements..

He described as untrue
the alk n that thou-
sands ns have fled
the island for fear of attack
by bandits. )

The recent spatm of
attacks have forced most
of the banks o m
Bonny to close down, but
the chairman said they
had reopened following
the assurance given to
them by the
and relevant
agencies.

se(iunty




