ON'E of the two surviv-
ing victims of Sun-

day’s kerosene explosion
in Port Harcourt, Rivers
- State, Mr. Kpugi Fadeh,
has died while his son is
still battling for survival in

Death toll in Rivers’ kerosene explosion rises to five

a private hospital.

A relation of the deceased,
Patrick Naalo, said Fadeh
died yesterday morning
after five hospitals, includ-

From Kelvin Ebiri,
Port Harcourt

ing the state-owned Braith-
waite Memorial Hospital
(BMH) and the University

of Port Harcourt Teaching
ospital (UPTH), failed to
admit both the father and

son.
Also, the Joint Task Force

(JTF), codenamed: “Oper-
ation Restore Hope”, yes-
terday arrested a woman
and three men believed to
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~ More die in kerosene explosion

Continued from Page 1

be behind the sale of adulter-
ated kerosene which had
been causing explosions in
homes and environs of
Warri, Delta State.

About 300 jerry cans of a
substance suspected to be
kerosene mixéd with con-
densate were unpounded in
Sapele by the JTF.

Fadeh’s pregnant wife and

three other children had died -

at the staff quarters of the

-Nigerian Railway Corpora-

tion when one of them tried
to light a kerosene lantern
following an outage and it

exploded.. Fadeh suffered

severe burns which later
claimed his life. His wife
and the three children were
buried yesterday.

Naalo told The Guardian
yesterday that doctors at the
BMH, where the deceased
and his son were first taken
to by concemed persons,
refused to administer any
form of treatment on the vic-
tims for over five hours.
Later, a doctor gave them a
letter referring them to the
UPTH

The disconsolate relation
said that the deceased and
his son were then taken to
UPTH for treatment where
they also received cold

~— -
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reception. Afterwards, they
were taken to two other hospi-

tals that also refused to admit

them.

Naalo disclosed that the solem

survivor is at present being
treated in a private hospital in
the Rumuomasi area of Port
Harcourt. He appealed to the
state government and the pub-
lic to assist the badly burnt
boy whose medical bill has
risen to about N500,000.

He said: “Government
should clampdown on per-
sons who adulterate petrole-
um products and sell to unsus-

pecting members of the socie-~ .

ty. We ar¢ also’appealing to
the government and well-
meaning persons to assist us.
The sum of N500,000 is
required for the treatment;
meanwhile all the man’s prop-
erty has been razed by fire.”

Just barely two weeks ago,
kerosene had exploded in
Okochiri in Okrika Local
Council of Rivers State and
Borokiri area of Port Harcourt
killing two persons and injur-
ing several others.

But the spokesperson of
UPTH, Goodfellow Opusun-
ju, denied that the deceased
and his son were refused med-
ical treatment. He explained
that by the time they were
brought to the hospital, there

were no bed space left at the
Accident -and Emergency

) Uit.

One of the deceased broth-
ers, Mr. Godday Fadeh,
expressed sadness that a gov-
emment hospital would refuse
to administer treatment on cit-
izens who were in critical con-
ditions.

He said: “When I entered the
hospital I discovered that the
man was lying on bare floor.
Imagine, what “happened
around 2.00 am.,, till about
6.00 am., the man was not
attended to. He was shouting
and Begging for people to save
his life but nobody showed
any concern. Nobody attend-
ed to him and his son.”

Israeli, Palestini:

Continued from Page 1

ther did Mr. Olmert”.
“There is an agreement
on a series of meetings to

_discuss the issues, includ-

ing the establishment of a
Palestinian state,” he said.

David Baker, an official
in Olmert’s office, said:
“Both sides decided to
expand the contents of
their discussions in order
to advance the understand-
ings to allow further
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