Four Killed In Ladoja, Alao-Akala’s Supporters Clash

FROM IYABO LAWAL,
IBADAN, NIYI BELLO AND
JULIUS ALABI, AKURE

HERE was confusion in
Akure, 1yes'oerdz).y as
three ﬁge were shot
e several others
e the e aots
uring the -off of the
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) South West cam-
pmg:lal in the Ondo State
1

Later in the evening, one
person
while several others be?;m;'

rising my members o
gxe National Union of
Road Transport Worker
(NURTW) were wounded
when the
1‘eOne f tltf '

of the victims, simp)

identified as Laniyan,. anli
two others reportedly from
Otunba "Adebayo = Alao-
Akala’s camp was reported-
Iy hit by a bullet in the
stomach when some hood-
lums eme from
nowhere and shot sporadi-
cally into the air at the
venue of the rally.

An unidentified 15-year
old boy, who was standing
by the roadside was also hit
by stray bullet. -

- Another of the victims,
believed to be a supporter
of the Lagos State PDP
candidate, Musiliu
Obanikoro, said to have
come from Ebute Ero, was
also killed in the fracas.

Several vehicles belonging
to politicians from Oyo
State were vandalised
the hoodlums.

Trouble was said to have
started when, contrary to
expectations of some peo-
ple, the PDP flag in Oyo
State was presented to

supporters

Chairman of the party, Dr
Ahmadu AL

Even as the proceedings
were on inside the Akure

‘ Alao-Akala by the National

P o
of the event, sporadic gun-

shots could be heard out-
side the premises as hood-
lums belonging to the two
contending factions in Oyo
politics, took on each other.
Eye-witness accounts said
the mayhem was started by
supporters of Akala who
went to attack the Ladoja
group just outside the gate
of the stadium, where an
18-seater bus with Reg
Nos: XP 888 MNY was
completely vandalised.
e Ladoja group was
said to have retaliated by

destroying another 18-
seater bus, marked OYO
PDP A}, said to belong to
the PDP secretariat in the
state.

For about two hours, the
whole stretch of Oye-
mekun Road, th(fe_ major
transport artery of Akure,
Lvyas eompl:ltsllyng takend over

-wielding and cut-
lass?l?;an ishi hood-
Tums, forcing most of the
traders along the route to
close shop. ’

The situation got so tense
that at the end of the pro-

Ladoja, was
edoutoft_;{xe rem-

official Mercedes 500 SEL
was dealt many matchet

blows by hoodlums sus-
Qen;’a]?ted to belong to his

The rally, which was part
of the campaign for the
governorship candidates of
the state in the Southwest
and that of its Presidential
candidates, AlhajiUmar
Musa Yar'’Adua and Dr.
Goodluck Jonathan.

The Guardian ered
that immediately the name
‘ﬁtl‘ Akala was announoedhlas

e party’s governorshi
mnd?date, the atm herg
of the d and
some hoodlums believed to
be supporters of Ladoja
went wild as they
were not pleased with the
situation.

Ondo State governor,

Threat Of Attacks Rattles Abuja

CONTINUED FROM PAGE {

Abuja last Friday from law-
makers that explanations
from the National Assembly
bureaucracy showed that
the cameras, though
allegedly put in the Senate
Chamber m error, were pro-

cured for the lobby and cor-

ridors’ of all offices of the

Assembly complex late last
year, as of security
mmsuwhm r

“But when a security report,
not connected with the
measures being put in place
by the bureaucracy, came
in that MEND militants
were planning to bring in
explosives and arms and
ammunition to create what
they called maximum
im| an overzealous offi-
ial brought up the issue of
putting cameras in the Sen-

ate Chamber without con-
sulting his superiors or we,
the senators,” a source said.

Tt was gathered that one of
the security arms of govern-
ment had put all security

ents of government
in Abuja on the alertas

a result of information that™

allegedly otting to attack
Abuja ﬁ'olt)n December 31,
2006.
The alert, which gained
h\(xir;ds eagl‘;'m% the public
oliday in the new year,
heightened in the
m of ﬁ of ki
pings and attacks in the
Niger Delta region.
m , the ofthe
itants are said to be public
offices, but the rnment, a
source said at the weekend, is
not takn: f chances and may
be considering stglppin up
its plans to nut a Cir-

cuit Television (CCTV) fin,
arom(ld tl)le Federal Capifai
ity (FCC), especially aroun
%;y Three-Arms Zone hous-
ing the Presidential Villa, the
National Assembly, and the

* Supreme Court complex.

t would be i that a
similar project, conceived last
year, wasft&st-run in t(}ixq last
quarter of the and jour-
nalists weren)x’\;eﬁa;d fof] the
occasion at the Police Head-

A source said at the weekend
that the project was still on

and its pace accelerated to-

help maintain security “in
view of the latest threats.

7, an instruction had
been passed round to security
o&etatives in government
offices, to conduct a stop and
search on persons and vehi-
cles (whether authorised or
not) within or coming into

P R .

Olusegun Agagu; and his
Ondo énbcln(;asun co:lnter&
parts, Daniel an
Olagunsoye Oyinlola, as
well as Musiliu Obanikoro
(Lagos), Segun  Oni
(Ondo) and Akala were
presented with PDP flags
att'II}ﬁ ‘on.exchange of

ere was :
fire between the two fac-
tions, which forced traders
in the area to abandon
their wares and run for
their dear lives.

Before the police were
eventually drafted in to .
maintain , the crisis
has sp: to Gate area,
which resulted in the death
of one of the supporters
whose identity could not
be ascertain
as at press time.

Last Thursday, there was
uproar in the Senate when
the Deputy Senate Minor-
ity Leader, Prof. Daniel
Saror, while seconding the
motion for adjournment,
raised eyebrows over the
re-emergence of CCTV
cameras in the Chamber.

~SaidSaror:“D|snv£ﬁmshed' ingui
colleagues, you will recall

that last year, we discovered
some secret cameras or
monitors in this very
Chamber and we directed
that they should be
removed and they were dis-
mantled. . :
“Somehow, I now see
another set of cameras
rSgoinﬁng to the corners of
e Chamber) around us
aj aailjl1 tI.h don’t_ knpw.
ether are listenin;
devices orv;l?’atever.lrealg

can't say”
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