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Party, Kill P

FROM IFEDAYQ SAYO,
ADO-EKITI
GALE “of ﬁ){(l)litically-

motivated killings In
Ekiti State appear not to
be over as suspected assas-
sins went on th ;
last Friday night, fi-search
of some members of Peo--
les - Democratic Party

PDP) in the state.

A member of the House
of Representatives
Samuel Adeyem;, escapeci
the hoodlums’ gunshot as
he ran into a nearby bush
when the armed men

gt oo I
Ekiti where a reception

was planned for members
of the PDP electoral com-
mittee in the state.

- But the state PDP chair-
man, Ropo Adesanya was
unlucky as the assassins
descended on him and
inflicted ‘injuries on his
head wﬁ? the tl))l;ltt of tllilei
guns. The mobile polic
man attached to hlanOWHS
however, killed by the
attackers. .

The PDP boss, who is on

admission at the state gov-
ernment house clinic, was

Water For All Not Attainable
In 2015, Says UNDP_ "~

BY ALABI WILLJIAMS

E§PECTATIONS by
igerians that come
2015, . potable water
would be available in
every home may not be
realisable going by the
Human Development
Report 2006, which was
unveiled last Thursday in
Abuja.

This year’s report, titled
“Beyond Scarcity: Power,
Poverty and the Global
Water Crisis” was, as
usual, devoted to "an
investigation of the
broad vision, set out in
the Millennium Devel-
oiment Goals (MDGs),
which is the internation-
ally agreed set time-
bound goals for reducing
extreme poverty, extend-
ing gender equality and
advancing opportunities
for health and education.

The report, which
focused on water and
sanitation, located 2046
as the possible earliest
date for all Nigerians to
have access to safe water
at affordable cost and a
safe environment.

FR!
NWAKAUDU, MAKURDI

struck Fril

day night when the
prolonged crisis within
the Peogles Democratic
Party (PDP) in Benue
State took a violent turn
with the murder of the
council
Gboko Local Governmen!
and House of Assembly
aspirant, Ageba Uttah by -

oWn gunmen.

Uttah, a top contender
for the Gboko South Con-
stituency seat, was trailed
by gunmen from the
venue of a meeting with
some delegates to the pri-
maries, which was
botched due to the non
release of election materi-
als.

The gunmen, accordi
to a source, later trail
the late council chairman
to his residence, where
they pulled him out of his
vehicle and hacked him to
death. ‘

They also shot sporadi-
cally into the air to scare
away members of the

ublic who were attracted

y the cries of the politi-
cian. Shortly after killing
him, the gunmen drove to
another part of Gboko
where , they. reportedly

clashed witlr the SURBOEYr 055 15eries 0f" ’Smtée’ﬁhgt“df Cirscore, a former ggpﬁtylﬁgsar?hseﬁrm?e? i

ABUJA

In spite of this grim
report, President Oluse-
un  Obasanjo  who
%aunched the report said
there is remarkable

- progress in the provision

of water by his adminis-
tration.

“Funding for the sector,
has steadily increased
from less than N8 billion
in 1998 to about N55 bil-

lion in 2006, in addition -

to 100 billion naira set
aside from the debt relief
gains in the 2006 budget
in the MDGs key sectors,
which include water
resources development,”
he said. “This is clear evi-
dence of our priority
attention to the sector.”
The UNDP Resident
Representative, Alberic
Kacou said despite the
global consensus that
water is absolutely
impostant, close to 20

‘per cent of the would

population does not have
access to clean water.

ers of a leading politician.
However, supporters of
the politician, a House of
Representatives aspirant,
successfully repelled the

gunmen. Several persons

ABIODUN FAGBEMI
. ILORIN

N aspirant in the
‘wara North Senator-
ial district boycotted yes-
terday’s primaries, aﬁw -
ir:ﬁ ‘importation of foreign
delegates’ into the scene.
The exercise slated for
Omu-Aran was reported-
ly disrupted.
Two aspirants, Senator
Muhammed and Yinusa
Yahaya and their counter-
parts in the south, Senator
Sule -Ajibola and Bode
Oyedipo could notreach a
consensus, thereby
grompting preparation
or keen contests.
At Bode-Saadu, more
than 50 fully armed

policemen were at strate--

gic spots, when the Gover-
nor Bukola Saraki visited
the venue at ~about
12:30pm.

Not even the alleged

visited %esterday by the
state Sole Administrator,
Brig. Gen. Tunji Olurin.
er polifical leaders
attacked by the hoodlums
include a fgovernorship
aspirant of the Action

olice Officer

Congress (AC), Chief D
Alibaloye and a govema(%(:

ship aspirant of the PDP, '

Prof. Adeseefun QOjo, who
was attacked at his country
home, Itapa-Ekiti by the
same seven- man gang.

They were, however,
repelled by vigilance

groups in the town.

Chairman of the Nation-
al Universities Commis-
sion, Mrs.  Abiola
Ayomoche was also luc‘l:é/
as the hoodlums attack
only members of her cam-

aign group.
P Aﬁ-{)%lgye who' was

attacked at aimut,llpm,
was dispossessed of his

valuables, including the
sum of N140, 000 1n his
room.

He told newsmen that the
hoodlums said their man-
<tihate was1 30 kill him, but

ey co not carry out
the}llr’ mission after the peo-
ple in his neighborhood
woke up.

Foreign Affairs Minister, Prof Joy Ogwu, Ambassador Hamzat Ahmadu and Ambassador Olujimi Jolasu after
the inauguration of Ahmadu and Jolasu as members.of the International Relations Club by President Obasan-
jo in Lagos...at the weekend

PHOTO: PAUL OLOKO

Ojukwu Gets APGA Presidential Ticket

FROM LAWRENCE
NJOKU, ENUGU
R the second time since
2003, the All Progres-

. sives Grand Alliance (APGA)

yesterday picked Dim Chuk-
wuemeka Odumegwu Ojuk-

dential flag bearer in the
2007 general elections.

The party also restored the
position of National Leader

One Killed, Several Wounded

sustained . gunshot
wounds in the gun duel.
The majority leader -of
the Benue State House of .
Assembly, Timothy Ior-
chor con ed the killi
of Uttah. :
Public Relations Officer

. of Benue State Police

KWARA

peace” convened by the
maverick politician of the
state, Dr Olusola Saraki,
could resolve the logjam

between Mohammed and
Yinusa.
Yinusa, who boycotted

the congress, cited alleged

“ foreign importation of

delegate” into the venue.
At Omu-Aran, violence

wu as its consensus Presi-

" as well as Chairman of the

Board of Trustees to him.
Also elected at the
~National Convention of the
party, held in Enugu, were
- Chief Victor Umeh as the
National Chairman and
Alhaji Sani Shinkafi as the
National 2
The convention also rati-
fied the expulsion of the
Enugu State governorship
candidate of the party in the

PRIMARIES

Command, - Samuel
Jinadu, said that an arrest
had been made. N

The Benue PDP is yet to
successfully hold any pri-
maries in the state since
the commencement of the
exercise.

S o /Disagreement Mars Exercise

led to the ‘(:’ishruption of the
congress when supporters
of both - Ajibola and

ipo, di on the
modalities for the con-

gress.

The Governor, while
reacting, said what hap-
pened at the Kwara North
could be a case of “stepping
dawn ” and not a boycott,
adding “ but try and cross
check though”

2003 - eiectibn, C!ie!

Ugochukwu Agballah and
House of Representatives
member from Imo State,

Uche Onyeagocha. -
Oj

s flag in the 2003 pres-
idential election, was picked
unanimously by the dele-
gates,

FROM IYABO LAWAL
and KAYODE FALADE,
IBADAN

'V‘IO&.ENCE, _protests
and irregularities. yes-
terdaly characterized the
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) Senatorial primar-
ies in Oyo state.

The intimidating pres-
ence of controversial
politician, Alhaji Eamidi
Adedibu_at the congress
venues did not help mat-
ters as perceived oppo-
nents were sidelined. -

At the end of the crisis
ridden con; , Adedibu’s
son clinched the party
ticket to contest Oyo
South Senatorial seat
while incumbent Senator
Teslim
Folarin and Adedibu’s in-

. law, Gbenga Babalola won

Two Senators Fail Bid

FROM SEUN ADEOYE,
0SOGBO

mw certain, yesterday,
r the PDP primaries,
that two of the current Sen-
ators from Osun State-
would not return to the
National -Assembly, under
the umbrella of the party,
by May 29 next year.

.Only Otunba,

OSUN

- governor-of the state, rep-
regenting Osun East, got
the nod of the party in %he
state to- seek re-election
under the PDP. Two others,
Senators Felix Ogunwale
and Olasunkanmi Akinlabi
could not contest the

ave beéen

PLUBATES, ;. oon

allocated to other mem-
bers of the aFarty
Ogunwale is contestin,
the governorship race wi
the incumbent governor,
Olagunsoye Oyinlola, on
the same (i)arty platform.
Simeon Oduoye, a retired -
Assistant Inspector Gener-
al of Police and former mil-
itary Administrator of

was Dicked as a consensus

Niger and. Ebonyistates

To shouts of “Ezeigbogbu-
rugburu’, Ojukwu, who was
decked in a colored long
sleeve shirt and cap to
match, promised to provide
a leadership that would pro-
vide Nigerians choices,
insisting that Nigerians were
suffering because the leader-
ship had failed to provide
alternatives to their prob-
lems.

Adedibu’s Son, In-Law /
‘Son Win Senatorial Seai

OYO

in Oyo Central and North.

In all the venues visited,
aspirants protested all
irregulariti

) perpetrased by Vpat
1 oyal-
ists otpe ji Adedibu and
called for the immediate
cancellation of the primar-

ies.

Aggrieved aspirants from
Ogro eentral, including son
of the second Republic
Minister, Abayomi Akin-
jide; Chief Oyebisi Ilaka

Iyabo Obas

RMER Commis-
sioner for Health and

- daughter of President

Obasanjo, Mrs Iyabo
Bello-Obasanjo yester-
day defeated three other
contestants to win the
Ogun Central Senatorial

candidate by the party to
replace Ogunwale.
Akinlabi, the Senator
representing Osun West
had been campaigning for
re-election until yesterday
when  he  suddenly
announced his withdrawal
from the race. The State’s
first executive governor,
Isiaka Adeleke is tht bene-
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