Accidents On Lagos-
Ibadan Expressway

OR the umpteenth sive disruption of traffic on this
time, scores of innocent road. There is uncontrolled devel-
commuters peri in opment on the highway. This has
a tragic multiple vehic- compounded the unpleasant situ-
ular l:;\Jccident on the ation and turned the road into a
ever-busy Lagos- nightmare.
Ibadan Expressway. Day-in day-out, The question well be
lives areE%stin accidemsiiythat asked: who manag;snazns
road. The carnage is attributable to gglway connecting the commer-
the deplorable state of the road. nerve centre of Lagos with the
On September 8, during a down- rest of the country? Indeed, who
pour, a leaking petrol tanker on top manages the. other highways
speed lost control and fell, spilling jts  across the country? Who is in-
highly inflammable cargo onto the charge of the maintenance and
road. The impact sparked off mas- care of these roads? Who should
sive fireballs that engulfed the tanker patrol the highways to ensure
and in turn spread to other vehicles, safety of lives and p ?
including two fully loaded inter-state Several sections of the road
commuter buses. are pot-hole ridden. When it
Amid the confusion and com- rains, drainage p cover the
motion that ensued, the fire raged m& which then constitute
for hours. Several vehicles: were points. There are no Vehi-
" burnt. Eighty people were reportedly cle Inspection Officers (VIOs)
burnt beyond recognition. The paim]lingtheroad,nospeed]im—
charred bodies of the victims were Its and no highway managers.
cleared by men of the Federal Road There are no warning si for
Safety Commission (FRSC) and drivers at points and of
deposited at the Olabisi Onabanjo course no discipli e on the part of
% University Teaching Hospital the drivers. Trailers and tankers
(OOU'I'I-R, Sagamu. Only five per- are parked indiscriminately with
sons survived. : impunity at Ibafo and Ogere sec-
It is sad that the Thadan tions of the road. These heavy-
Expressway on which illions of duty trucks move at top speed
naira have spentin thename of without recourse to safety or
repairs remains so dangerous. The respect for the sanctity of human
o, og mghway veen e The FRSC is ill-equipped
an u i is is ill-equipped to
icularly notorious. We that handle fatal accident situations.
In the past two years, the Federal There are no ambulance services
ini of Works has made on the road. Accident victims
B;aﬂemptstpreﬁlrbishtheroadeither th%refore sgf:r untold anguish
pa damaged portions, an i many occasions,
expanding the median, OIPooﬂ'ering memg:]rsnofthepubhcathemptto
loud impressions of activity. But this rescue victims with bare hands
has still not translated into any and crude implements. Aban-
improvement in the condition of the doned vehicles Etl:er the highway
road. It is pot-hole ridden, uneven, at strategic points without any
NAITOW aI inagﬁuatcandwhenev- one removing them. There is no
er it rains, that literally becomes serious initiative by the authori-

ada’xxlgerouspa:th. ~ ties to combat the decay of the
e recent accident is an indica- highwa

y.
tion of the underdeveloped nature of _ Undoubtedly, the Federal
ourpublicsystemd our lack of Govem%eﬂrrlttyhas abdlcatedhlzss
capacity to respond to emergencies. responsibility. Government
We have on many occasions faced abandoned the Lagos-Ibadan
emergency situations arising from Expressway while innocent citi-
fire outbreak, building collapse, air zens perish as a result. The Feder-
crash and other acci without aletiﬁtryd?:nWorlmofshouldgﬂe
adequate response. It was not sur- up to the refurbish-
gggmg,therefore,thaxtherewas no ing this roa.de:ﬁt‘ehout further
service at hand to help the vic- . Action should be expedited
tims on the Lagos-Ibadan Express- on the 14 interim measures
way. rmadophedbytheFRSC,the
Incidentally, the Lagos-Ibadan Fi Ministry of Works and
Expressway has become notorious the religious groups to sanitise
on many grounds. Every now and traffic on the road. In all, it is high
 then, there is either a fatal accident: time that all the stakeholders
or a crippling traffic hold-up due to including Ogun, Oyo and Lagos
igious activities or robbery state governments took proactive
incidents. We have lamented in our action to halt further carnage on
previous editorials the regular mas- the Lagos-Tbadan expressway.
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