Gunmen kill Ekltl PDP guber

HE gale of assassina-
tions within the Peo-
ples Democratic Party
(PDP)._spread to :Ekiti

. State yesterday as a lead-

ing governorship aspirant
for the party, Dr. Ayodeji
. Daramola, was murdered

" in his bedroom SR

A spurce said- the sus-
gected assassing. arrived

" at “Daramela’s .-Otunba -

* Atuluse ‘Crescent, Ijan-
" Ekiti home, about half a
« kilometre to the centre of
the town at-exactly: 1.00 .

They scgled’ the
fence of ~ the “building
* before finding their way
~into_the deceased _bed-

S room.

After breékmg the door,

. they~shot at the PDP
- chieftain: twice. He ‘was
 said 1o have pleaded with
i the klllers to -spare his
. life.

e ”Lhcstispected assassms

ve hit lixm
The nutritionist
Ekm would m1ss

; By Ayoytnka Olagoke,
Lagos

NIGERIA once again
lost one of its shin-
ing lights in politics with
. “the murder yesterday of
- Dr. Ayodeji Adaramola,
a governorship asplrant
_in EKiti State.

He was a member of -

the ruling People Demo-

cratic Party (PDP).
“In a nation seeking

urgent solutions to its
dire food crisis, the
death even by natural
canses of a doctorate
degree holder in food
science ought to give
cause for concern. The
pain is more felt when
the life is taken in such
gruesome  manner as
that of yesterday. -

Daramola, was born on
June. 18, 1951. He
obtained his first, sec-
ond ‘and -
- degrees in food science
from the Howard Uni-
versity, Washington D.C,
USA.
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' alarm and “the "deceased.

doctoral

asplrant Daramola

e Rxoters torch party chief ’s home

in the head before stab-

bing himin the stomach.

They waited for some

minutes: to ascertain that

théir victim “died before
leaving him in a pool of
his blood. ]

A friend of the deceased
who- was staying in ‘the-.
-same. building raised ‘an

.was-tushed to Ado-Ekiti-
for medical treatment. He
was confirmed- dead on
arrival at. the Ado-Ekiti
+ Specialist Hospital-where . [ g
they later deposited “his
remains. .
=Ty i Lagos, Ihc widow

* was disconsolate. I did= .

Recallmg he equal]y

evous recent murder -
of a prominent Lagos

Pemnsula to Cameroun in Archibong Town ... yesterday.

R

* Two Camerounian soldters hoist their country's ﬂag followmg the lowering of
Nigeria's Green-White-Green, signifying the transfer of authority of the Bakassi

' PHOTO: AFP’

State gdvemorship. aspi-

rant, Mr. Funso Williams, i

she said: “They ‘ve killed
my husband. If this.is the

pected
about 10 p.m. on”

and made’ their way, : X3
. house atthe ci the’

Anelderly ‘man whose' :

house was next to the beer
parlour. where they were

“exchanging banters said.
" be .overheard them men-:
tioning . the name ‘of the

deceased. 'He~ was “chal-

lenged by. the’ . Hoodlums.
-and - foreed -to-" retreat

inside his house.
assassms waited till

Continued on Page 2

Lebanese

‘return home

as Israel,
Hezbollah end
conflict '

OURS after a United

Nations (UN) cease-

~ fire to end the hostilities

between  Israel = and
Lebanon came into force,
thousands of displaced
Lebanese' -have begun
returning home.
According to a British
Broadcasting Corporation
(BBC) report, some 1000

Lebanese, mostly civil-

ians, and 157 Israelis, 114,

—-of them soldiers have

died in the 34-day con-
flict. Fighting ceased yes-
terday at 0500MT,

Meanwhile, Israel has’

said its troops will remaip
in Lebanon until an inter-
national  peacekeeping
ferce can take control. In
one incident, Israeli sol-
diers fired on a group
whe they said were mili-
tants.
As the ceasefire came into
-Continued on Page 2

“sacrifice to pay for Ekiti, -
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their way to the house of
their victim where they car-

. ried out their operations
unhindered.

Before retiring into his bed-
room, Daramola who
arrived at his country home
on Sunday from a tip to
Lagos where his immediate
family are residing, was
reported to have held a series
of meetings till about 12.30
a.m on Monday morning.

He had on Sunday after-
noon held another round of
meetings with his supporters
at Imesi-Ekiti on his open
declaration of his govemor-
ship ambition.

Daramola, a former chair-
man of the state Communi-
ty-Based Poverty Reduction
Agency (EKPRA) joined the
govemorship race less than
two months ago.

He enjoyed wide accept-
ability in the state because of
his performance at EKPRA
and people had started look-
ing up to him as reliable
hands that could successful-
ly rule the state.

His death generated violent
reaction from the people of
Ijan as they protested and
made bonfires on the major
roads leading to the town.

Some houses belonging to
some people believed to be
the political foes of the
deceased were set ablaze by
the youths in the town.

Among the houses torched
by the youths were those of
the state chairman of PDP,
Mr. Ropo Adesanya and an
aide of the deputy governor.

The Assistant Inspector-
General of Police in charge

. of zgne 8, Mr. John Amodu,
visited "the "house of the

deceased at Ijan at about
11.30 a.m. He was conduct-
ed round the scene by the
state police spokesman, ASP
Umar Babangida.

The Inspector-General of
Police, Mr. Sunday Ehin-

- dero, was still being expect-

ed at the scene of the inci-
dent yesterday afternoon.

Already, the state govemn-
ment has announced a cash
reward of N5 million to any-
body who can give reliable
information that would lead
to the arrest of the assassins.

The state Governor, Mr.
Ayodele  Fayose  who
addressed a press briefing
described the assassination
of Daramola as sad, saying:
"My heart bleeds this day as
I receive the shocking news
of the gruesome murder of
Dr. Daramola, an emerging
light in the present genera-
tion of Ekiti indigenes."

He assured that no stone
would be left untumed in
saving the state from such a
mindless killing and called
on the people of the state to
eschew violence in the face
of the dastardly act.

“The question is who killed
Dr. Ayo Daramola? This is a
mystery that must be unrav-
elled instantly. The President
and Inspector General of
Police are aware of this
unfortunate incident. I shall
spare no effort in ensuring
the protection of lives and
property in this state,” the
governor added.

AIG Amodu described the
assassination as very sad,
saying the police would
commence investigation
immediately. He called on
politicians to play the game
of politics according to the

rule of the game.
Meanwhile, both the state
government and the opposi-

tion have started pointing.

accusing fingers at each
other. While the state gover-
nor linked the assassination
to the desperation of some
people at pulling down his
administration and that of
the ruling party, members of
the opposition said the state
government is not tolerant of
the opposition should be
investigated.

According to Fayose who
rained curses on the Killers,
"some characters, who do
not see anything good in this
govermment and the ruling
party, have adopted despera-
tion as a too! for capturing
power. They have mounted
mindless and ferocious bat-
tles, of violent dimensions,
in the state.”

But opposition parties
under the aegis of Ekiti
Agenda said in a statement
issued at the weekend by the
Chief Press Secretary to the
Governor, Mr. Idowu

Adelusi, that members of the

oppositiort had mapped out
plans to attack some of their
members and blame it on the

government,.
The Co-ordinator of Ekiti
Agenda, Chief Idowu

Odeyemi, who called on the
Federal Government to
declare a state of emergency
in the state, said it was clear
to everyone in the state the
source of violence in the last
three years.

He explained that on sever-
al occasions, his group had
written to thé President on
the existence of a hit squad
in the state but expressed
regret that nothing was done.

Gunmen Kkill governorship aspir

He added that if the Presi-

_ dent had taken seriously the

letters, the dastardly act
would have been avoided.

He described the burning of
his house at Ijan by the irate
youths as unfortunate, say-
ing he would never support
any shedding of blood for
any reason.

The National Publicity Sec-
retary of the Alliance for
Democracy (AD), Dayo
Adeyeye said: "While we
do not know the Kkillers, we
hasten to say that an atmos-
phere of insecurity, terror
and violence has been creat-
ed by the current administra-
tion of Governor Fayose not
only to frighten political
opponents but to bring the
entire citizenry into submis-
sion .

"Only yesterday (Sunday),
the government raised the
false alarm that the opposi-
tion were planning to kill the
perceived opponents of the
govemnor. The chief press
secretary to the governor
should be arrested immedi-
ately to explain the source of
the information, in view of
this assassination."

Since 2004, there had been
a spate of violence which
had engulfed the 10-year-
old state. On March 16,
2004, eight students of the
state College of Education,
Tkere-Ekiti, were Kkilled
when security man, alleged-
ly led by one of the bigwigs
in the state PDP opened fire
on them while protesting the
removal of their provost, Dr.
Adewunmi Adelodun.

In September of the same
year, an attempt was made
on the life of Mr. Taiye Fasu-

ant

ba, who was then the chair-

man of the Ado-Ekiti Local -
Government Area before he

was eventually removed by

the govemor.

Other assassination attempts

were also made on the lives ||

of Chief Afe Babalola and {7

Mr. Femi Falana, two promi- i
nent lawyers from the town,

. also an Alliance for Democ-

racy (AD) gubernatorial can-
didate, Navy Capt. Caleb
Olubolade (rtd) was match-
eted during the last bye-elec-
tion in the state in April
2006. ,
All this spate of violence

- moved President Olusegun

Obasanjo to set up a four-
man committee to investi-
gate political killings and
violence in the state.

Dr. Daramola was at differ-
ent times a World Bank con-
sultant, general manager of
the state Community-Based
Poverty Reduction Agency
(EKPRA) and lately ST
Consultant, Human Devel-
opment Unit, at the Abuja
office of the World Bank.

Married with two boys,
Daramola who bagged many
chieftaincy titles in the state
achieved a lot in the devel-
opment of the grassroots of
the state. .

And because of the success
he recorded as the general
manager of EKPRA , he was
seen in political circles; as
the candidate to beat in the
2007 governorship election.

Meanwhile, the ACD, in
Ondo State has pleadéd with
Ehindero to find an. urgent
solution to the incessant
assassination of innocent cit--
izens in the country.

The State Secretary, Public-
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ity Committee of the party,
Otunba Sola Kolawole made
the call in Akure, the state
capital yesterday while react-
ing to the assassination of
Daramola. He said nobody
was safe in the country if this
could be happening within
the PDP.

Kolawole explained that the
news. of Daramola’s assassi-
nation was -very shocking
and described the act as an
extremely dangerous dimen-
sion to security of lives in the
country.

Besides, the Ekiti Justice
and -“Equity Movement
(EJEM) has condemned the
murder.

. The group in a statcment
signed by its Secretary, Mr.
Lere Olayinka in Akure the
Ondo State capitdl described
those behind the gruesome
murder as cowards and ene-
mies of Ekitiland and called
on security agencies in the
country to find a soluticn to
the new trend of political
killings that appeared to have
now taken over the nation’s
political scene.

“Dr. Daramola only made
his intention to contest for
Ekiti State  governorship
known few weeks ago and
for him to have been mur-
dered now speaks volume on
our readiness to allow
democracy to survive in this
country. He was never
known to be a violent person
and those that are involved in
his death must not be
allowed to go unpunished,” it

" While calling on well-
meaning Ekiti sons and
daughters to be vigilant, the
group said: “Those that have
been holding- the state
hostage are not willing to set
it free and if we must free our
land from these locusts, we
must not allow this incident
to deter us. Our prayer is that
God in His infinite mercy
will give the family of the
deceased and the entire peo-
ple of Ekiti the fortitude to
bear this irreparable loss ”



