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Bound To
10lence

From Onitsha to Nteje, Nnewi to Okija, Ogbunike to
Npkor, violence in Anambra State, where all manner of
groups and individuals are fighting for God-knows-what,
would appear to be on the increase. Is this land of gifted
people on an inexorable path to self-destruction? From
Onitsha, GBENGA AKINFENWA writes, again, on the
reign of terror in the Home For All S

ments of MASSOB and numbering

'N the last few months, the once

boisterous city of Onitsha has more than 300 were reported to have

become the flash-point of violence. last Saturday invaded the town and.
Last month, a bloody clash erupted eg;g,aged the police. In the process, two
between members of the purportedly officers, including a Se t and '
illegal organisation, the National Inspector, were killed while the Central

Association of Road Transport Owners
(NARTO), and the separatist group

-Police Station (CPS) and vehicles were
set ablaze, leaving behind only a MAS-

Movement for the Sovereign State of SOB flag and identity cards. =
Biafra (MASSOB). When tempers Expectedly, the joint military/police
cooled, scores of people lay dead while  patrol team has since deployed, again at

roperty worth millions of naira were the invitation of Obi, in Nnewi, deter-
estroyed. . mined to battle the separatist group to a.
The mayhiem forced the federal gov- : ‘

ernment to deploy a joint police and
military taskforce to the streets of
Onitsha, especially areas the Police con-

standstill.
But the development simply goes to

show that for the average Anambra per-

son, the past few weeks have been pre-

sider as the strongholds of MASSOB, to  carious indeed. As has been pointed out,
deal with the situation. The areasmost  many residents allege harassment by
aﬂ'e(:tedko in Onitshmm E‘kaegge,F fsecun ity ag.elnéiltS, a situation Wh(l:lcsll the
O , Upper-I orest oremost ts organisation,
. R&k:g've angplgkpor Liberties | isation (CLO), Anambra
Noimalcy is, however, returning to the  State, has totally condemned. )
city after the orgy of violence that had In a recent letter sent to President
rocked it in these past few weeks. But Olusegun Obasanjo, CLO decried what
residents of the ‘danger zones’ are it described as deliberate extra~judicial
counting their losses. They allege that killings carried out by the military and
the police{;nil;t;y patrol team sentto . police personnel in Onitsha, es -in
maintain law and order in such neigh-  the Fegge area of the town. It noted
bourhoods as Fegge, Okpoko, Upger— theere were indiscrimi arrests; tor-
Iweka, Akpaka Forest Reserve an ture and solitary detention of mainly
Nkpor harasses and brutalises innocent ~ innocent members of human rights
members of the public. o’lﬁnisaﬁons. s
The soldiers and policemen are on spe- = The group warned that such attacks on
cial assignment in Onitsha, or, for that  innocent persons, could rubbish whatev-
matter, Anambra, at the invitation of - er success may have been recorded in
the state governor Mr. Peter Obi, inthe  the fight to free Onitsha from all manner
waleeoftﬁ?crisistbatengtﬂfedmid— of criminality. CLO wondered if the goal
June and in which about nine persons  of the exercise in Onitsha was to encour-
died. ~ age residents of the so-called
His appeal to President Olusegun zones to desert their homes, for that is
Obasax'ggforurgentinterventionto ' .. 'what, it alleged, is happening atthe * -
Fiece by the ol By e however, calm s gradully
was e federal g ent, j, however, calmi is
which then deployed soldiersin'the - returning to major parts of Onitsha and
streets of Onitsha and environs to con= - other areas consideréd by ﬁohoe as
 tain the orgy of violence that was threat- - strongholds of the alleged hoodlums. A
ening to overthe ci i ' visit to Fegge area of the city, for .~

: he city.-Assistant -
r General of Police (AIG), zone  instance, showed that normalcy is

9 Mr. Adewale Ajakaiye, Depuf returning, but a few peoplé are still
Inspector General of Police CI%) Force on the streets, ;w.nlymg, The jan
Headquarters, Mr. Ogborina Onovo and . leant, to the fact that most of the people
later DIG (Operations), Mr. Sunday who ran away from their homies to avoid
Smith were e3u311y deployed to “torture, harassmerit and constant attack
Onitsha, to h tg in arresting the violent by the police/army personnel on their-
situation that the city had been plunged  trail, are yet to return.

into as a result of the inter-group fight- Bright Adimekwe, a resident of Okpoko

uﬁthere. . ) one of the ‘danger zones’ in Onitsha who

e governor was later to impose a ke with The Guardian, said some res-
dusk-to-dawn curfew in the town, that  idents took to their heels in the last

is still ver{(‘much in place and rene three weeks when the Joint Military

every wee . - Police/Army Security Personnel invaded
Since then, many an innocent citizen the area with A K 47 rifles shootin

residing in Oni the commercial . N indiscriminately snd wounding an -

nerve centre of Anambra State has had  killing several people in the process..

to go through, it has been rigorted, alot - Heaccused dge Mobile Police Officers

of wing experience in the hands of ~ and their Army counterparts of “heart-" .

the security agencies. lessness,” saying that every so often, they -
A national daily reported last Sunday ~ hardly bothered to find out the identity

about the shooting of a pregnant of an individual before arresting or

woman by men of the Mobil Police
Force, who had to Fegge Onitsha in
search of one Mr. Uwa whose friend
accused of being a MASSOB supporter.
According to the report, which was con-
firmed by the police themselves, when
they could not find the man, a Nigerian
police officer drew his gun and shot his
priinant wife in the abdomen and
neck. She died instantly. : :
As Onitsha was grappling with the
ugly fall-outs of its own moments of
madness, reports came that Nnewi, .-

shooting him. He lamented that the
security agents were treating every one
as a MASSOB member and roughening -
them up as such. .

Adimekwe pointed out that the cold
blooded murder of a pregnant woman in
Okpoko, who was shot in her room, had
ms%ired fear in people with more
Mobile Policemen being deployed daily
to the area. -

Tracing the cause of unrest in Okpoko
and Anambra in general, Adimekwe

another commercial and industrial e National Association of Road
nerve centre in Anambra was on the < Ta.ns%ort Owners (NARTO) whose
boil. What happened? According to members engaged in the collection of

reports, persons suspected to be ele- fees, contrary to sovernment guidelines.

- - She dlaimed that people in
.. tointerior villages.co ing

-with lot of lives lost and
.+ Miss Elenas, Ukpor and

She
the process of bringing peace
* back to the commercial city

opined that the problem was caused by .

 Obi

According to him, it was the lllega] fees that the MAS-
SOB people tried to stop which brought about hostili-
ty between thetwogmupsleadiﬁ_tounmtinthe
city and Anambra State in gene; " :

It is also believed in some that the linger-

) «ingprobleminOnimh’aandathl er parts of the state is
" not about MASSOB but politics. Accusing fingers

have pointed at the tendencies represented by the
self-styled political godfather Chief Chris Uba, who'is
believed to be sponsoring the NARTO hoodlums and
the Mobile Policemen to make the state ern-
able. And it is all part of the game towards the 2007
governorship election. :
Onyinye Uche, a resident of Fegge, also reiterated
claims that security personnel were ing inno-
cent people and may, indeed, have added to the ®isis
rather contained it.. xtillrel o
living at Silas-works,
road all isx.

Fegge running for their safety:

'mAlmwasu'eet,abungalowwassetablmbyécu- |

ity agents: Most Famﬁﬂ of itall is that they rape our
glsSomewoul break your house in your absence
:l?i?make mvayv&isl valuable items. I believe these

did to the Hausas" (in the reprisal riots over the
Prophet Mohammed cartoon). :
leaded Governor Obi to come to the aid of the
Anambrarians to avoid their further maltreatment in
gi , calm and normalecy
_ of Onitsha. :
S}\)/I‘eanwhile, ﬂn;fMBmiznt for the ngg.;%ﬁ ﬂ(:gt
ign State of Bi MASSOB) has 1
itsm e been killed in quatum by the com-
bined team of police and army bei::f invited by'the
state governor to quell the crisis and mayhem caused
2[‘{ the NARTO boys and vigilant groups who are’
egedly being sponsored by Chris Uba.

The Eastern Region Deputy Director of Information,
Comrade David Macdavidson told The Guardian that
the invitation of the military by Mr. Peter Obi, the
curfew and shoot at sight order were given to the
kacky boys against his Igbo brothers in the name of
restoring peace and normalcy and clamping down on

SOB members. .

He noted that the total number of the dead and lost
presently in Onitsha is 129, adding that along Onitsha
- Owerri Road, people, both passengers, traders,
passers-by were maltreated, their personal belongings
such as handsets, hand-bags, wallets and money rou-
tinely taken away from them and any who refused to
such indiscriminate body search were often labeled
MASSOB members and arrested. B

"1 am confused at this juncture. I mean, if the wérld
is waiting for the Nigerian Government to wipe out
all the Biafrans before they come to our aid and ¥és-
cue or are they waiting for these countty to be hirped °
into a war zone like Congo, Rwanda, Sonrialia,-Sudan,
Sierra-Leone, Liberia, Iraq and Iraq? Though, mieti-
bers of MASSOB are crying and mourningr thoge of
our members who were sent to their earlier gray }f by
these agents of death, we will never get jittery of *
cowed,” he said.” - ,

- unconstituti

~and

Ehindero

Macdavidson stressed that MASSOB subscribes to
the non-violence philosoghy as a means of achieving

: sovereignty and independence, adding however that

he was disappointed that the world had failed to react
to the violence being visited on them who are
unarmed and defenseless, by the ent and
agents of Nigeria, in the course of the “non-violence
drive for the actualization of Biafra”

Said he: “We would like to remind the world that

" the self-determination drive of Biafrans for Biafra sov-

ereignty is in full swing; we are using a non-violent
Froc&, even while the government of Nigeria is using
ethal and deadly force, coupled with b il and
intimidation, against us."

Similarly, the Civil Liberties Organization (CLO) has
said that the recent crises in Oni and Nnewi are
attempts geared towards the declaration of the state of

- emergency in Anambra State, a move he described as
0

onal”™ R
signed by the chairman of the ,'$
ehas sid he promrsans |

: ﬁll'iomptels of such Infamous activities are “political

terates, pillagers of the Anambra Commonweath, . -
election ri , sponsors and proprietors of criminal - -
entities, ors of a sitting or, masqueraders
of democracy, usurpers of peopﬂ’ liberties and trea-
sonable felons” , _
The chairman said that the N10billion annually

. being lost by the government and fople of Anambra

State in the hands of such from motor parks

garages and another N1 Billion - plus a year also
being lost in the hands of the homicidal vigilance
operatives and their sponsors, which have been suc-
cessfully abolished, are major reasons for such inglori-
ous conducts. )

The police in her reaction through the State Acting
Commissioner of Police, Mr. Haruna John on July 13,
gave an update on the crisis said his men had effec-
tively taken possession of all the parks in the city.

"NARTO has been flushed out, all the parks are now
manned by the police. Our problem however, remains
MASSOB. They have resorted to guerrilla warfare,
attacking our men at will. Last night we carried out
another raid on some of their hideouts in Akpaka, for-
est,” he said.

But MASSOB has denied its involvement in any of

 the crises, insisting it has not involved itself in any vio-

lence in the last seven years and can never be involved
because they hold the peace of Anambra and Biafra
sacrosanct. So, “how can we go about killing and

- destroying property?"

It claimed that the incident in Nnewi should not be
blamed on its members because they don’t possess
sophisticated weapons to attack the police.

Mac-Davidson said the APGA national chairman, .
Mr. Victor Umeh has exonerated MASSOB from the
Nnewi attack. "The police said Biafran flag and identi-
ty cards were seen. How can we involve ourselves ir,
violence and drop our LD. cards and flags? The only
time we can use our flag is during rally, soitisthe
handiwork of the enemy, miscreants even the NARTO
boys because they are paid to cause problem in
Anambra by noliticians".
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