117 die in Ilorin-Jebba
"~ road mishap

EVENTEEN persons
died on Tuesday in a
motor accident on lorin-
Jebba Expressway. Four-
teen of them were mid-
dle-aged women traders.
According to the, Feder-
.al Road Safety Commis-
sion (FRSC) Sector Com-
mander for Kwara State,
Mr, Peter Osawe, the. vic-
"tims were travelling in an
18-seater bus. '
The . bus, he said, had
developed a mechanical
fault, which forced it'to a
halt at a “dangerous road
bend.” An oncoming bus
travelling at top speed
subsequently rammied
imo the stanona:y vehi-

<l
- Although the driver of
the vehicle -was rescued
from the- wreckage in an
unconscious state. when
-The Guardian visited the
| Accnd?t and Emergency
unit of the University of
Norin Teaching Hospital
(UITH),
noon, a medical officer on
duty described his condi-

2007 polls

he said,
tive positions;”
refuse 1o come out, don’t
complain about how the
commy is being run.”

W said he was encour-

aged by the likes of
A s Oshiomhote and
Professor Pat Utomi, who
have already declared
their intentions to seek
elective posis.

“These are peﬂple who
will not normally want
anything to do with poli-
tics, but the fact that they
are now coming out
means that we at INEC
are not doing badly’ he
added.

From Abiodun Fagbeim,
Horin

vesterday at

tion as “stable, but yet to
be completely stabilised.”

According to the
official, if proper-
signs had been

.
by the driver of the bus; i

Ieast some 100 metres. o
the sceme, it would hille
served as a warning to Jh
on-coming driver. s
He urged motons;s‘%
mlg the route &:) com;
rily acquire the mangdar
reflective. signs “intens-
tionally approved for such

danger warning”, to.sive
lives on the road.
- Besides, QOdawe

advised drivers under his
sector to adhere strictly to
the approved speed iimits,

* promising tougher acxts
d

agamst any erring

“irrespective of his sta-
s’ -

Sources said the victims
of the accidents were
“bush meat” sellers in
Tlorin who were allegedly
going to Aderil, a féw
kilometres from chba w
bring in new consign-

" ments. Five of them were,

however, identified as-sell-

ers of goats.

When The G vis-
ited the scené al 10:00
am. yesterday,-tgnces of
congealed by -_biqod

pected to
oil, were noticed.

The -UTTEE spokesper- =
son, Mr. Q‘n Hassan
Kadir, conﬁ;ﬁd that the

remains of the vietims had.

becn deposnte}dtme or-

tuary wing o hospital
Hassan was @, Bowever,
sure of wi family
members of s,;ivictims
had been 90 iden-
tify the bodi d? burl.al

[



