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JUSTHUMAN

Gone With Generator

SImoke Fumes!

They had gathered to worship their God all Em_:,.m.: of them women, some of them with children. But a tragic combination of factors—the
absence of power supply from PHCN and thesunning of a petrol generator inside a church building with shuttered windows—Iled to unto-

ward consequences for the participants. SUNDAY ORISAKWE reports.

T was intended to be an all-women night
vigil at Bible Faith Church International,
Ogunsolu Estate along Abeokuta Express
Road, Lagos. And women, both old and
young had gathered in their tens to spend
a quality time with the Lord of Host, in

" the church that Friday night. But by the time it

ended the following morning, tragic had struck: in
the morning when the church door was opened, all
the women and an 11-year-old boy that took part
in the vigil all lay in their own vomits. :
While some of them were dead, others, fortunately,
were only unconscious, all of them choked by
smoke from a generator left inside the church
building overnight while all the windows were

shut.

Dickson Onuka an 11-year-old boy survived the
ordeal and is alive to tell what happened inside the
church that night. “When we came for the vigil,
the assistant pastor’s wife asked for the generator
to be put on,” he narrated. “I was asked to go and
call the person that would put it on. I did that. At
this time the generator was inside the church and
we wanted to open all the windows but Pastor
Martins’s wife said we should not open them
because of mosquitos and for security reasons. We
agreed with her because her husband is one of the

pastors. She was the person that closed the main __ ..



ao0oT.

“We started the vigil, but as the vigil continued,
eople started getting weak and falling down
ecause of the carbondioxide that we were inhal-

ing. There was a particular woman with a child,

she was trying to stand up, but each time she tried,
- she would fall with her baby. She tried using all
the strength left in her to stand but she could'nt;
each time she would fall back on the floor with her
baby. I tried to stand up to go and open the door,
but hard as as I tried, I could not stand. I just lay
on the ground, with my eyes closed, by now too
heavy for e to open. But I was still a little bit

conscious.” ,

As at 7.30 a.m. the Saturday morning, which was
an environmental day, according to The Guardian
investigation, Pastor Martins called his wife on “
phone but it was not picked. He called the other ..
pastor to go to the church and find out why the T
wife was not answering her calls. Meanwhile the
‘person that helped put on the generator came to
the church, wuonwm% on the door, peeped from

- ! L 3 ' s : under the door and saw people lying on the floor.

- . Ly . . . . . . Thinking that they were still sleeping, he turned

g T . . s to go away. But just then, one of the pastors came

around with the key, which they used to open the
church door. ’

It was learnt that when the plant operator opened
the door, which hadn’t been locked 1n the first
instance, he saw everybody inside the church lying
on their vomits . There was also blood everywhere.
Shocked, he raised an alarm and people came and
took the victims to the Ikeja Medical Centre.

A man who idenfied himself simply as Mr. . _
Ofojebe described the loss of his eight-month old
son in the tragedy, as a very sad experience that
would take him a very long time to forget, if he
will ever forget. He is, however, grateful to God
that his wife survived.

. Narating how his family became a victim of the
tragedy, he told of his wife went for the Friday
E.%: vigil at their church.

“She left that night with our eight-month old
baby. Before they left that night, the boy was so
happy when I came back from work. We played
unti] the mother took him to the vigil. r they
left, I went to sleep. Then around 4.a.m., I woke
up because I thought some one was knocking on
the door but when I opened the door, I didn’t see
anybody. I went back to bed, woke up later and
started mombm environmental clean up. So, it was
while I was doing the clean up that, somebody ran
to our house to inform us that something had hap-
pened to the women that went to night vigil.

“When I ran to the church, I did not see my son,
but I saw my wife and already there was a car
EM.H@. So we rushed my wife and others to the hos-
pital.

“It was at the hospital that I met my little son
dead. My wife was breathing but she was uncon-

Died: Baby Clarence Ofojebe : , PHOTO: PRECIOUS OUT
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