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Torched: A police station Lo

Onitsha: Violence,

Mayhem As Staple
Of Anambra Saga

As the commerecial city of Onitsha in Anambra State boils )

over again, the second time in four months, many say it
has become apparently a convenient staging post for the
violent manifestation of the lingering Anambra Saga.

FROM CHUKS COLLINS (AWKA) AND
GBENGA AKINFENWA (ONITSHA)

GAIN, Onitsha! Four
months ago, this commercial
erve centre of the Southeast
erupted in an orgy of violence that
dispatched hundreds (some would
say thousands) to the great
beyond. A luxury bus carrying the
cotfins of some Igho traders killed
in sectarian violence in Maiduguri,
otherwise known as cartoon riots,
had reportedly arrived in Onitsha
and hoirified, indignant residents
spontaneously went on rampage.
In the process, northerners were
killed in retaliation for the same
fate suffered by Igbos in Maiduguri
and a few other places in the
north, who were killed when
Nigerian Moslems protesting the
cartooning of wnowwﬁ Mohammed
in a newspaper in far-away
Switzerland, took it out on their
fellow citizens in a very bloody
way.
Now, Onitsha is in the news
again, also on account of violence.
Thursday, last week, persons sus-

Police Area Commander, Mr.
Matthew Uyanna who led the
operation with Awka Area
Commander, Umar Gwadabe said
the operation was largely successful
at Akpaka Forest Reserve, where
they raided and cleared members of
the group and arrested some, recov-
mnm%._. rifles and other dangerous
weapons and charms.

It was however gathered that at
Nkpikpa, the operation failed as the
police team ran into MASSOB -
members, who, in a counter attack,
captured and destroyed all the vehi-
cles brought for the purpose of the
crackdown including the APC
brought from MOPOL Unit Five,
Benin.

The Three-Three Police and the
Marine Police Stations both in the
commercial city were razed by the
militants who also attacked and
wounded some police officers, still
battling for survival in hospitals.
The burning of the police stations
was believed to be a reprisal meas-
ure for the police raid on their
AkpaKa Forest Reserve base.

The &o_muomﬂo%w another dimen-
warhen the nneration.
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A torched mini-bus . “
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Actualization Of The Sovereign

-State Of Biafra (MASSOB) clashed

with the Nigeria Police Force on
one hand and members of the
National Association of Road
Transport Owners (NARTO) on
the other, resulting in social and
commerecial disruptions in the oth-
erwise boisterous city on the Niger.

It is, indeed, a grave develop-
ment, which rmmﬂ.owu declared
inimical to the peace and security
of Anambra State, which has seen
a lot of disorder since the begin-
ning of this dispensation. And as it
is such that the residents are not
sure of what will happen the next
minute,

A few weeks ago, the Federal
Government through the Inspector
General of Police, Mr. Sunday
Gabriel Ehindero had set up a
Presidential Task Force against
MASSOB with a mandate to cur-
tail the activities of the group in
parts of the Southeast. The Task
Force, accerding to reports, was
equipped ~vith two helicopters,
Armored Perzonnel Carriers (APC)
and others to put an end to the
activities of MASSOB, which
would appear to have put Onitsha ~
and its environs under siege for
some time. ,

Consequently, suspected hide-
outs of the movement’s militant
elements were raided and scores of
them arrested. It was the second
part of the ‘Operation Flush Out
MASSOB Elements, which was
carried out on that Thursday that
witnessed stiff resistance by the
militant group. In the process,
about eight people were killed
while a multi million naira
Armored Personnel Carrier (APC),
a TATA lorry and four new buses
donated by the Anambra State
Governmient were destroyed.

The battle against MASSOB that
Thursday, according to Onitsha

into a gun duel between the sus-
pected MASSOB elements and the

~National Association of Road

Transport Owners (NARTO) boys
at Upper-Iweka Area of the city, fol-
lowing an alleged attempt by MAS-
SOB to enforce the state govern-
ment order banning NARTO from
operating in motor parks.

This brought to a standstill eco-

‘nomic activities and vehicular

movement around the Upper-Iweka
area and Owerri road. Passengers
coming and going out of the city
were stranded for several hours as
bonfires were made onithe express-

- 'way.

Distressed by the security situa-
tion of the state, the state Governor,
Mr. Peter Obi on Saturday outlawed
the groups as, according to him,
they did represent anything good
for the society. He described their
activities as selfish. ~

He appealed to President
Olusegun Obasanjo to intervene in
the security crisis in Anambra State
by taking a stand on the issue, to
enable the state take immediate
action or give the state directive to
take action.

In response to his call, the police
headquarters deployed Assistant
Inspector General of Police (AIG),
Zone 9 Mr. Adewale Ajakaiye and
later Deputy Inspector General of
Police (CID) Force Headquarters,
Mr. Ogbonna Onovo to Onitsha to
bring sanity and normalcy back to
the beleaguered city. The high-rank-
ing police officers will be in town
until peace returns to Onitsha and
environs.

" Last Sunday, the Federal .
Government reinforced its support
by deploying soldiers to take over
the security of the city. Stern-looking
and combat-ready soldiers, from
302 Artillery Regiment, Onitsha
were mnnpgm_.po&@ positioned at
Upper-Iweka and Bridge Head pro-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 52
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