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Table 1 Some Boko Haram attacks
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Source: Author’s compilation.

President Umaru Musa Yar’Adua mandated all the national security agencies to contain
the crisis, directing that ‘security be beefed up in all neighbouring states and security
personnel placed on full alert to ensure that the attacks by misguided elements do not
spread elsewhere’.* However, the unrest spread to the Borno, Kano, and Yobe states (see
figure 1) within a few hours of the presidential directive being announced.

In Damaturu, the capital of Yobe State, the fundamentalists attacked police stations in
the early hours of 27 July, forcing the state government to impose a curfew to prevent
the crisis from escalating and spilling over to neighbouring states. In Potiskum town
members of the sect attacked and destroyed several public properties, including the
police area command centre (see table 1 for a summary of attacks by the sect).

In Kano State, Boko Haram members attacked Wudil police station, injuring five
policemen, including CSP Sagir Idris, a divisional police officer. They stole some rifles,
including two AK47s. The police killed three of the fundamentalists and arrested 33
others, including some Chadians who could speak neither English nor Hausa.® This
gave credence to the suspicion that the sect’s members are foreign nationals from
neighbouring Chad and Niger.
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