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Security in Imo worsens as

gunmen kill monarch

BY CHIDI NK-
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WERRI—THE

security situation in
Imo State worsened
Monday night, following
brutal murder of Eze
Stanley Akuneto,
traditional ruler of Umueze-
Abazu, Ogwa, Mbaitoli
local government area of
thestate,

Vanguard investigations
revealed that the two
gunmen, who were
operating on a moto cle,

stormed the royal father’s _
palace at about 3pm when

most people had gone to
sleep.

It was further gathered
from a villager, who did not
want his namein print, that
the gangsters did not betray
their principal mission
when they asked after the
traditional ruler

~When they were taken to

-where the traditional ruler
‘was. , they quickly
'shot«himatclose‘rangeand

quickly

sped away on their
motorbike into the dark
night,” the villager
recounted with grief.
Another woman, who
could not hold her emotion
as she spoke, described the
late royal father as “a lover
of his people, soft spoken,
sincere to a fault,

unassuming and a fine

gentleman”.

She wondered why -
anybody or group of
bersons would have
conspired to snuff life out
of the man, even as she
denied that there was any
form of crisis in the
autonomous community.

Efforts. made by

;possession . . ‘
‘proclamation to “be.
‘members of MASSOB

with the Community’s

President General, Engr.

George Obinna Asi, failed

as he was said to be “out of
" town on a business trip.”

BY AUSTIN OGWUDA

ADSABHD(membes :

f the Movement for

the Actualization of the
Sovereign State of Biafra,
MASSOB,Weteystenday

sentenced {0 prison bya
-chief magistrate’s court .

sitting in Asaba, Delta, for
Wwearing regatlia of d

Biafra and prodisimin .
be members of the group.

Sentenced to six months E

imprisonment on each of
the three-count charge
conspiracy, unlawful
and.

were Sunday Okoro,

- Ifeanyi Igbozuruike,
Francis Ors N

Onigbo, Sebastian

persons, Sunday Okoro,
Wwas said to have been
arrested by men of Delta
State police command at the
Asaba end of the River
Niger Head Bridge in
February for being in

possession of Biafra

paraphernalia, including
flag and chaplet.

It was that the
next day, other members of ;
the group from
neighbouring Anambra

- State stormed the Asaba

police station where Okoro
Wwas held in solidarity visit

of

' ’l}oniface Egboka,l

. When

Oodee, for his
the fellow that picked his

Court jails six MASSOB

q WEA_THE wcfs Examination,

Azikiwe University, Prof
has
an increase in
the canrying capacity of the
institution, in view of the
increasing number of
candidates applying to
study in the institution.

and
Matriculations Board,
JAMB, examination, a
development  which
Egboka said made it
necessary for the university

to be given approval to

Officer, PPRO, Mr Sam

an»ﬂ l ’ - . N So
duty  weareguing toget the True
Certified

However, counsel to the
convicted members of
MASSOB, Mr W.0.
Ezeaansaid"wearemt
satisfied. There is no

Copy, CIC, of the
judgment and file our

appeal in a higher court.”

€encouraging
establishment of more
tertiary institutions in the
country to cater for the
growing number of
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applications for university
education.

inter
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