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The group’s activities have worsened regional security concerns, with
a recent attack in Mera village, Augie Local Government Area of

Kebbi State, claiming 15 lives.
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Residents said the armed group struck as they were preparing for
Jumaat prayers on Friday afternoon, making off with at least one

hundred cattle.
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Baba, in a statement on Sunday, warned against the passive response

that allowed groups like Boko Haram to grow unchecked.

“The emergence of this group is both dangerous and alarming,
indicating a further escalation in the devastating insecurity affecting

the North West, now considered Nigeria’s epicentre of terrorism.

“Lakurawas rise coincides with increased efforts by the Nigerian
military to combat banditry in the region, posing a significant

national security threat,” he said.

The forum called on the military to enhance intelligence gathering
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Multi-National Joint lask Force (IMINJ1F).

The forum said the Niger Republic must be persuaded to return to

participate in the endeavour.

“The visit to the Niger Republic earlier in the year by Nigeria’s Chief
of Defence Staff (CDS), General Christopher Musa, should be
utilised as a fulcrum for renewed cross-border international efforts to

deal with terrorists.

“The federal government, state and local authorities should also
leverage on the close complex historic socio-cultural, economic and
political ties with Nigerias neighbours with which to confront the
mutual existential security threats that terror groups pose to all,” the

statement said.

Gov Idris sends delegation to NSA, CDS

Kebbi State governor, Nasir Idris, has dispatched a high-level
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A statement from the governor’s Chief Press Secretary, Ahmed Idris,
noted that the request for immediate support was prompted by the
increasing presence of heavily armed bandits moving into the state

from neighbouring Sokoto.

The attack on Mera, which borders the Tangaza and Silame areas of

Sokoto State, has raised grave concerns.

The statement warned that unless swift intervention is provided to
bolster the already overstretched joint teams of the military, police,
and other security forces, the northern part of Kebbi, especially the

Argungu emirate, could fall to the terrorist group.

In response to the tragedy, the Kebbi State government has released
N50 million to support the families of the deceased and other

victims.

Senator Bagudu also contributed N30 million to the victims’ families

to help alleviate their suffering.
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Visiting langaza lLocal Government Area, identified as a key area
affected by the groups activities, he met with community leaders,
including Alhaji Isa Salihu Kalenjeni, the local government

chairman.

“We need your support. Without it, our efforts will not succeed, and
Nigerias security will remain vulnerable,” Oluyede stated, affirming
the army’s commitment to safeguarding the nation despite ongoing

challenges,” he said.

General Oluyede’s visit included a stop in Masallaci, a community
near the Niger Republic border, where he was briefed by theatre

commanders and military leaders.

He also visited the Illela border community, another area affected by

Lakurawa’s presence, and similarly sought support from local leaders.

Oluyede stressed that cooperation with local communities is essential

for success.
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