4]

Like us on Facebook.com/dailytrust
follow us on Twitter: @daily _trust

DAILY 2 TRUST

Wednesday, May 18, 203,

29 die in Kaduna auto crash, Kano explosion

From Clement A, Oloyede,
Salim U. ibrahim (Kano),
Mohammed |, Yaba (Kaduna)
& Abbas Jimoh (Abuja)

wenty nine were
~major disasters in Kaduna

The first incident daimed 20
- passengers who were killed in a
~Abuia Expresswav when the bus

'hile the police blamed it _
oo 3 gas cylinder explosion at

~a welders shop in front of the

residents said it was a

7 male  that preliminary report suggested

is very risky because most of the
accidents recorded along that
route are due to night journeys”

Nine bodies recovered in Kano
In Kano, there was panic in
Sabongan] as the explosion shook
the area and environs to their
foundation
Sebongan is 2

residential and

A volunteer that heiped to
evacuate those trapped in the
building said he counted nine
bodies but the police and the

. affected by the explosion as the the incident include a welding
sta!:ﬁ gure at four a:;rﬁg::l :}:Pmn:::l;; window glasses were shattered  explosion and several chemical  ovlinder.  carbide  and \lll::::
There was also 2 m Stery :boul by the impact of the blast leaving  substances were revovered, welding items” he added.
the cause of the explol:m manv of them with cuts while The spokesman  for the
siant _ if._ 1. ACII] canslir Avrniintant_fanaral acb-re o

that the explosion came from the

welder’s shop and was not in any

way a bomb blast.

as Vincent Ezekwe
State.

from Enugu

How explosion occurred
explosion occurred a few minutes

just picking up in the city. _
,uslizlc:mntgs.up who heard the
explosion, said it reverberated
across several streets.
Following an earlier report that
the school was the target, many
parents trooped to schools in the
area to pick up their children.
Spurces and videos that later
went viral revealed that pupils
of Winners Private School were

Mohammed. who _particpated

others were covered with dust.
“When Daily Trust got to the
soene, security agendes induding

" the police, the DSS, the NSCDC

as well as men of the FRSC and

blew ground and cordoned off the area

to ease rescue operations.

But the huge crowd that turned
up made the efforts difficult as an
ambulance conveying a victim
rescued from the rubble did not
have an easy passage. This forcad
security operatives to fire some
gunshots in the air to disperse the
crowd. Earfier, some of the youths
attacked the soldiers with stones

into people’s shops and housss. _
"~ A resident of Fagge, Aminu

in the rescue efforts, said the
explosion was around 10am.
“Because there was no
excavator immediately after the
incident, we used hands and some

— before 10am when activities were  light equipment to bring out the

bodies” Fagge said. He confirmed
that some chemicals were found
in shops that were badly damaged
by the explosion and were handed
over to security personnel.

Forensic analysis confirmed it
was gas explosion - Police

The Kano State  Police
Command said its preliminary
forensic analvsis of the crime
scene revealed that it was a gas

-

SP  Abdullahi
Kiyawz, in a statement
said on receipt of the report of
the

command,
Haruna

four victims {3 males and 1
Riale) indad 4 A
named Mr. Ejike Vincent were
removed and rushed to Murtala

not occur in a school™
information said the explosion
happened at an animal feed store
oppasite the school.

Garba called on the people in
the state, particularly, those living
in the area to remain calm.

He assurad that government
would keep the public abreast
of any development and warmned
people to desist from spreading
unsubstantiated news,

In a follow up statement, the
commissioner confirmed that five
corpses had 50 far been recovenad
from the scene, reiterating that it
was a gas explasion.

“Mems 50 far revoverad atter

Osinbaje, Ganduje visit scene of

Vice President Yemi Osinbay,
who was in Kano 0 e
delegates of the ruimg ap
Progressives Congress (APC) foe
has ambation, in the
company of the state Governge.
Abdullahi  Umar  Gandie
visited the scene of the explosion

The VP, who was briefed by
resident of the area and the poixc,
commissioner, said “We are bery
to first find out what has bappened
and also to commiserate wuh

that it was a blast ¢ from a
welder (shop) and the welder ané

several cthers, zboot aine in o
lost their fives a5 a resalt of this
incdent. This is very sad and very
unfortunate. We pray that God
Almighty will console those that
have lost their loved ones”™

take measures to regulate weldmg

said over 50 pupils were rescued
with 2 few sestaining ifuries

NEMA confirms 9 deaths

In a statement Later issoed, the
Nationa! Emergency Managemen:
Agency (NEMA) confirmed
nine corpses had been recoversd
from the scene of the exploson.
NEMAs spokesperson,  Manw
General,  Muostapha  Hahib
who visited the sceme of o
explasion, coordinated the rescue
operatons,

NNPP wants operators redocated
out of school areas

The New Nigeria Peoples Party
(NNPP) has urged the Kano Sate
fovernment and other authonties
at all fevels in Nigena to rdoa
and stop further approval to those
dealing with combustible and
inflammable materials to operax
near schools.

The Nattonal  Pubicry
Secretary of NNPE, Ambassador
Agbo Maior, who made the call
i A statement vestenday, sand the
Measure was nevessarny to forestal
& recurrence of the tragady.

ur hearts blead over this
tragedy that affected a nursery and
primary school with traumatisad
children running for their lives)
he said.
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