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Herders ‘dehumanised’

not bandits - Police, community leaders

From Lami Sadiq,
Mohammed I. Yaba
(Kaduna), Idowu Isamotu &
Dalhatu Liman (Abuja)

ommunity leaders
Cand security  agents.
in Kaduna State have
dismissed a viral video which
trended on Sunday insinuating
that soldiers have killed and
‘arrested some bandits in the
- Kakura area of Chikun Local

Government Area of Kaduna
State,

Daily  Trust gathered that
,‘.h_QSe,‘being pushed into a
military van were not bandits,
but Fulani residents of a nearby
community who  became
victims of mistaken identities
when some vigilante groups
attacked them while trailing
bandits,

It was also gathered that
after security agents rescued
them, two hospitals in Kaduna
rejected them even though
many of them were critically
injured.

Soldiers were said to have
rushed them to the 44 Nigerian
Army Reference Hospital where

-_three were confirmed dead and

14 being treated.

Rising from a peace meeting
among Fulani, Hausa and Gbagi
natives in Kaduna yesterday,
the state Commissioner of
Police, Yekini Ayoku, explained
that what happened in Kakura
community was a case of
mistaken identity following the
killing of one Ishaya Karfe, the
brother of the village head of
Kakura.

He said bandits had tried to
abduct Karfe who resisted and
was shot dead.

The CP said the bandits had
equally rustled some cows in
a nearby Fulani settlement,
adding that while members
of the vigilante group from
Kakura were trailing the
bandits, they came in contact

with the Fulani people who
were trailing their rustled cows.

He said the vigilantes, being
afraid that the Fulani were
bandits, attacked them and
it took the intervention of
security agents lo rescue them,

He confirmed that three
Fulani residents were killed
and 14 others hospitalised.

Also speaking, the District
Head of Kujama under which
Kakura falls, Steven Yarima
Ibrahim, confirmed that those
who appeared to be bundled
into a military van were not
bandits but members of a
nearby  Fulani community
who were equally victims of a
banditry attack.

The district head said there
was a need to admonish
members of the vigilante to
desst from taking laws into
therr hands and to, instead,
tnavite security apents when they
any anumaly.
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The viral video
_ A two minutes 50 seconds
video showing soldiers in
military camouflage evacuating
certain people into a waiting
military van had emerged on
Sunday. Those who posted
“the video had captioned it as

arrested bandits who attacked

Kakura community in Kadunas
* Chikun LGA.

Military men were seen
beating the alleged suspects
and piling them one after the
other into a waiting van while
they rendered insults on them.
The video had captured many
bystanders watching the alleged
suspects who appeared to be
injured as they were bundled
into vehicles.

Daily  Trust reports that
viral video had been shared on
various social media platforms
and generated reactions as
many commended the arrest of
the suspects by security agents
in Kakura community which is
located near Millennium city in
Kaduna.

Security, community leader
douse tension

Daily Trust gathered soldiers
under the leadership of the
Commanding  Officer, 312
Artillery Regiment, Lt Col D.
O Igwilo had visited the Fulani
settlement and the home of
Isiaka Karfe, who was killed in
Kakura, to condole them over
the tragedy.

Qur  correspondent  also
gathered that soldiers who had
arrived  Kakura community
following a distress call had
been informed by the vigilante
that they had arrested bandits.

Daily Trust gathered from
security sources that it was after
the preliminary investigations
that it was revealed that the
suspects were actually residents
of a Fulani settlement that have
lived there for over 40 years.

“The Fulani are actually not
bandits, they are victims who
were attacked by the vigilante
on the case of mistaken identity
because the people were angry
that bandits had killed one of
their people,” a security source
said.

However, in other to
douse tension, Kaduna State
Government  convened  an
emergency  meeting  with
security and community leaders

yesterday to ensure that the
incident would not lead to a
reprisal.

Those at the meeting include
the Commissioner for Internal
Security and Home Affairs,
Samuel Aruwan; the state
Commissioner of Police, Yekini
Ayoku; Commanding Officer

B Gov. El-Rufai
312 Artillery Regiment, Lt.Col.
D.Olgwilo; Chairman of Chikun
Local Government, Salasi Musa;
member of the state house of
assembly representing Chikun,
Ayuba Chawaza; District Head
of Kujama, Stephen Yerima
Ibrahim as well as village heads
and Fulani Ardos (leaders).

Aruwan urged community
leaders to step up peaceful
engagements with their people
so that the matter would not
escalate. He assured that those
in the hospital were in good
care.

The Ardo of Gunduma,
Ibrahim Saleh, whose people
were attacked, said they had
spoken to their people to calm
them down that what happened
was a case of mistaken identity
and urged residents not to take
laws into their own hands.

Govt must take action on
vigilantes - Expert

Government has been urged
to take action on the excesses
of local vigilante to curb ethnic
profiling that could lead to the
killing of innocent people.

A security anaiyst, Awwal
Abdullahi  Aliyu, said the
excesses of the local vigilante if
left unchecked could become a
major hinderance in the fight
against insecurity,

“This thing has been going on
for a long time most especially
with the local vigilante who
have no knowledge of security
and administration. Thank God
this time around the security
agencies were involved, if not,
the people would have been
killed. This has been part of the
challenge in the fight against
crime.”

Aliyu said many
communities have expressed
grievances with the activities
of the local vigilante and to an

gal redress’

extent, the police adding that
ethnic profiling of Fulani is a
dangerous ...that could escalate
the country’s security situation.

“Unless the security agencies
take active measures in ensuring
that people arrested are being
properly investigated and come
to a logical conclusion that
these people are criminals, no
jungle justice should be taken
on people.

“How many jungle justices
have been committed on
such people? Where their
communities have not
committed any crime but their
properties are destroyed and
they are even killed, gradually,
such people start to think of how
they can take vengeance and
this is exactly what is happening
in this country,” he said.

He called on the Kaduna
State Government to sanction
the hospitals that failed to save
the lives of the Fulani people
adding that hospitals and health
workers have no right to reject
any patient.

“Their responsibility is to save
lives since these people have not
been declared by a competent
court of law as bandits and so
therefore the doctors at the
hospitals have no right to reject
them. The doctors swore an
oath to save lives and if they fail
to do that, it means the hospitals
needs to be sanctioned,” he said.

‘Dehumanised settlers can

seek legal redress’
A security and intelligence
expert, Kabiru Adamu,

explained that what happened
to those who were dehumanized
by the military officers could
worsen the security situation of
the country.

He noted that the military
officers, according to their rule of
engagements, are not permitted
to lorture or dehumanise any
suspect the way il appeared in
the trending video.

ACCOTAINg 0 him,  the
troops are only permitted to
defend themselves by using
their weapons or engaging the
adversaries in gun duels during
any attempted attack on them.

“l was one of those who
condemned the video when I
saw it. It is not right as far as
professionalism and rule of
engagement is concerned,’ he
said.

He, however, said that the
dehumanized person should get
a legal representative on their
behalf to prosecute their case.

A security analyst and lawyer,
Audu Bulama Bukarti, said the
video was a terrible watch and
a clear violation of the victims'
constitutional rights.

“The conslitution and our
laws are very clear that every
single person arrested and of an
offense however the weight of
evidence against them must be
treated with dignity and respect
and must not be tortured.

“What we saw in this video
is a clear case of violation of
the dignity of human person,
torture and disrespect to human
beings just because they have
been suspected of committing
a crime or of being terrorists or
bandits. And whatever the level
or worth of the allegation against
individuals that are arrested by
security and law enforcement
agencies, their constitutionally
guaranteed rights cannot be
violated in the way we saw in this
video,

“This is most unfortunate,
it is most unfortunate because
the only difference 1 emphasize
between terrorists and state
forces is that state forces
obey laws and have laws of
engagement while territories
violate laws/rules and do not
have laws of engagement.

“There are many consequences
for these kinds of abuses and
for failure to obey rules of
engagement. Number one is the
fact that this would continue to
soil the Nigerian army’s image
in the eyes of the international
community.

“It_has been documented
over the years how the Nigerian
military violated civilians in
the Boko Haram crisis and
other crises across the country.
This video is only going to add
another instance of that kind of
abuse”

“The second key consequence
is that these kinds of abuses only
end up pushing the victims to
the hands or to the clutches of
the terrorists. A United Nations
report published in September
of 2017 found that 71% of young
people who joined Boko Haram
after the war started actually
joined because of these kinds of
security abuses by the Nigerian
military.

“If we continued to see these
kinds of abuses in the North
West many more young people
who are profied, who are
arrested, who are abuse in this
way would join the bandits and
end up fighting the Nigerian
military and  killing civilians
because of these kinds of abuses
because they want to take
revenge because of these kind of
abuses,

“I, therefore, call on the
Nigerian military to respect
the law which they seek to
enforce to apply their rules
of engagement and to respect
the dignity of human person
guaranteed by our constitution
and international human rights

instruments. Only these we can
they show a difference betweon
them and the terrorists and o in
the war against the tevropysis



