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How incessant road crashes
stir apprehension in Bauchi

From Hassan Ibrahim,
Bauchi

Imost on a daily basis a life is

lost in Bauchi State as a result

f road crashes particularly

dxmngtheember months; i increasing

the deaths and destruction of

properties worth millions of naira

along various highways and roads
across the state.

Hundreds of people have been
killed in various road crashes, a
situation that has sparked fears
with insinuations and speculations
linking the rate of deaths to spiritual
attacks, cultism and devil's activities
with high suspicions on the safety of
thousands of commuters plying the
highways.

What triggered the speculations
linking the deaths to spirinzal attacks
were the repeated incidents of deaths
from bums like the last Sunday
accident when the 18-seater bus
collided with a trailer and went up in
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a truck and a a commercial wricycle
nIaTrlv Known as_Keke Napep

“The third crash was a col]mon of

ealong _ November, it was a case of one death

per day because we had not less
than 35 deaths from road crashes
across the state. This is worrisome
and disturbing; something has to be

m ca!lmon of buses 2t
5 town along Bauchi-Jos

i-——=done quickly.

“In the Bauchi-Kano ro.

ﬁ_where some of the passengers| o=, The worst hit month was

gotsumt yond recognition.
_On Semember 23, 3021, thn _three

=November_when 35 people were

kiffed mr.hm y the 30 days of the

.edxedandmnome:smsr.mned month _in _various _ G“Shes 2

omdegmotmmn in a ghastly

"'—aT.nEcr_ah that happened beside

-Commander_of the Federal Road _:

St

situation that | prompted the Secior _road, we had a few head on collision

d accidents that claimed over

“lone accident before zn oncoming
Shamn ran into it, On the Bauchi-Jo

acciden involving mass _trapsit

‘T5 lives fnvolving lone accidents
a5 well as Keke Napep whichhada

FERMA office which were sandfilled
and placed strategically to serve as a
caution to the road users.

He lamented that all the efforts

of the sector to solicit support from
individuals in the state on how to
check the accidents has proved
abortive.
“We had a stakeholders’ meeting
on the need for collaboration but it is
a pity that no favourable response is
rthcoming;” he said.

15> Investigation indicates that bad

_roads, overspeeding, overloading,

_—\—__————-—_
~“the Duneulbi burial ground af the . Safely Co fERSOMmchuspj__bmes which claimed not less than _ wrongful overtaking, use of womn
aﬁm ogilﬁ)a;ﬁ_mmhs —Abdullzh with some of the passengers_—out tyres, reckless driving associated

7th. 10 _people were

|’ o;hers sustained various

[umﬂ;;&‘;mdlﬂ Azare town.
S On January 10th, 202120
‘__;__4penshed in a ghast})

motor acddent mvohing  two
“Sommercal vehides that bad a
hezd-on collision and buml beumu

_ﬂgmﬁcmu Tirwun, a suburb of
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colbepe, with o Sharces comameraal
vaveying 17 passengers :n
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membm of the Special Marshal of

burnt mﬁshﬁs._ -

—the Sector to declare that the devil
had taken over the roads in Bauchi.

fullahi said!T am very sorry to

say, bm the fact is that the devil has
= taken over our roads in Bauchi State.
We really need to stand up and do
something to reclaim the roads.
“The situation is so terrible In

. The commander further disclosed
the Darazo- Dukku- Gombe road
as another bad spot particularly
the bridge before Duklu which he
said has failed and is now a death
trap for motorists plying the road,
adding that the command was able
to get some empty drums from the

with drug abuses, and fatigue by
some drivers were the major causes
of road accidents in Bauchi State

Findings also reveal that another
factor aggravating the incessant road
crashes recently in the state was the
intrusion of commerdal tricyde
operators popularly known as Keke
Napep and motorcycles (Okada
riders) plying the highways, leading
to loss of many lives and properties.

Last Sunday in one of the incidents
which involved a Volkswagen Golf
car and a Bajaj Boxer motorcycle,
four died out of the 11 people at the
spot in Duhuwar Kura village, along
Azare-Zaki road.

When contacted over the

spate of the crashes, Abdullahi

causes of the road crashes in Bauchi
He further disclosed that some
of the drivers lack prerequisite
skills to interpret road traffic signs
coupled with some forces not
aﬂowmgFPSCpemnnelmenﬁme
traffic regulations, adding that
despite the challenges, the corps
will not leave any stone unturned
enlightenment.
Abdullzhi disdlosed that the
command would cary o a
simulation exercise on Tuesday,
December 14th, in readiness for the
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B Abdullzhi
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importance in fixing some of the bad
segments of the roads and removing
obstructions. We have filled maior
potholes cansing accidents in some
strategic areas. We have petched
Ningi road and we have completed
the Bauchi-Tafawa Balewa road
Markets will be removed from mzjor
highways using joint tax force, while
FRSC operatives will ensure free
flow of traffic”

When coniacted, the staes
Deputy Secretary of Road
Transport Employes of Nigeria
in Bauchi, Hasan Muhzmmad
Hazo, atiributed the incessant road
accidents to congestion of vehicles
from neighbouring Northezstern
states plying Bauchi to Abuie and
other southern parts of the country.

Hazo explained that the majority
ofacadmtsarecauscdb\'mz;:anen' fent
drivers who are dt:sper&te
encoumgaibvunpanmtpassmga-s
insisting on moving at hish speed
with wrongful overtaking.

He further revealed that another
factor is the proliferation of
who have ro regulatory body to

“We have guidelines and rules
that all our members must uphold
mmnypasmgms,andamdnm

that violates the will
be sanchoned. We have our own
(V1Os) and menitoring officials who
nspect all our members’ vehicles to

ug!ytrml"\\ehavem)mnhands
mpiayandﬂnmsrfyenhgmsamm
and education of the road wers an
thenﬁdmbemwh;km;%
the roads” he said.



