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Anambra politicians go into
hiding as IPOB unleashes terror

By Madu George
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@ Election campaigns suspended, national flag removed in public places
@ Rep’s driver, policeman gunned down; station, vehicles burnt
- @ DSS, FRSC offices attacked 2 passers-by killed
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Edozieuno was killed along
Zzu Bridge, Otuocha in Anambra
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Andy Ube, the governorship
czndidate of the APC in the state,
hed, on Saturday, suspended the
proposed fiag-off of his campaign
owing to the killings.
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the stzte barely 33 days to the
gubernatorial election.

The situation has remained
so tepsed that banners and
billboards bearing campaign
messages have been pulled down;
while branded campaign vehicles
are hardly seen in the streets.

Also, the Nigerian Coat
of Arms and flags have been
removed in some public and
government buildings for fear of
anack by gunmen.

All Nigerian flags in banks,
hotels and other places have
been removed in obedience 10
the JPOB’ directive.

The Police Public Relations
Ofocer in  the  stale, DSP
Tochukwu [kenga, in a statement,
szid the Commissioner of
Police, CP Tomy Olofu, had
zusured residents of the renewed
commitment of the command
to consolidating on the gains in
crime prevention and restoration

of law and order in the state.
He reassured on efforts
towards improving the safety and

of Mipunando Agulr:nh_,secunl) of lives and property of

law-abiding citizens in the state.

In the statement, the
Commissioner of Police said
on September 30, 2021, some
yet-to-be-identified heavily
armed men stormed the Ajali
Divisional Headquarters of the
state and fired sporadically at
police personnel on duty. He said
they were, however, promptly
engaged by the police officers
and they fled the scene.

He said two police personnel
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and 2 civilian sustained gunshot
injuries, while a patrol vehicle
was burnt and the police station
was partly touched.

A joint team of police and
military personnel trailed the
fleeing attackers and intercepted
them along Oko Ajali road
before though they escaped with
gunshot injuries. The operatives
recovered a Highlander jeep and
two motorcycles.

He called on citizens in the
state to be calm, patriotic and go
about their lawful businesses as
the police, the military and other
security agencies are already
rejigging strategies to contain the
situation and prevent any further
threats to lives and property in
the state.

He vowed that the perpetrators
of the dastardly acts would not
go unpunished.

However, Anambra  State
Governor Willie Obiano  has
placed a N20 million bounty
on killers of Dr Chike Akunyili,
and others killed in the state by
hoodlums.

He said: “To reinforce our
commitment and seriousness on
this issue, I on behalfl of the state
government, wish to announce
a N20,000,000 reward for any
useful information leading to the
arrest of the perpetrators of these
heinous attacks on our state.
The people behind this must be
unmasked and brought to book™

He urged citizens to report to
security or vigilante personnel,
“s0 we can deal with this monster,
once and for all”

Obiano warned “all those
promoting and participating
in the violent attacks to leave
our state or pay a high price as
we will definitely catch up with
them”

He directed “all security
agencies to step up and confront
this monster ravaging the land”

“I have charged everyone
involved in the security
architecture of Anambra State to
take very seriously, this threat to
our livelihood and boldly rise to
confront same,” he said.

He also wurged traditional
rulers,  presidents  general,
clergymen, vigilante groups and
all leadership structures to take
responsibility in  conjunction
with the police, military and
other law enforcement agendes
and work to restore order
without delay.

In a fresh attack yesterday.
suspected  [POB  militants
attacked the offices of the
Department of State Services
(DSS) and the Federal Road
Safety Corps (FRSC) in Nnewi.
Anambra State.

While a source said two
passersby were killed, another
source said nobody was killed
during the attacks on the DS$
and FRSC.

The gunmen. according to
eyewitnesses, drove from Owerri
Road in four Sports Utility
Vehicles (SUVs), stopped at
Emecourt Road Junction where
they fired some gunshots, which
made passersby scamper for
safety, before they headed to the
offices.

Daily  Trust gathered that
they later drove through Nkwo
Triangle Roundabout and moved
towards Nnobi Road.

The sources also said a
military armoured vehicle later
surfaced and drove round town
passing through Emecourt Road,
but there was no exchange of fire
as the military did not meet the
gunmen.

The State Police Command’s
spokesperson, DSP - Tochukwu
Tkenga, confirmed that there was
an incident in Nnewi, but refused
to state the offices involved.

He said: “At about 2pm, of 3rd
October 2021, the command
received a distress call of a fire
incident in Nnewi. The police
operatives are currently on
ground and the area has since
been cordoned off. Further
details shall be communicated
he said.



