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4 cops Killed, police stations burnt in Anambra, Ebonyi

The atiack was launched
around 1130 pm, barely 24
hours after the newly appointed
Commissioner of Police for the
state, Christopher Adetolamnbo
Owolabi, resurned duty.

Credible sources sald the two
police Inspectors swere killed
during a gun batte, while some
AK47 rifles and a large quantity of
ammunition were carted away.

Police officials called the
mastermninds of the latest attack
in Anambra as “armed men’,
bot secority expers closcly
monitoring recent happenings
in the South fingered the Eastern
Security Network (ESN), the
miliant am of the outlawed
Indlgenous People of Biafra
ﬂPOB).

A source confided that the
assailants had also freed all the
suspected criminals locked in
the cells ar the police station
before setiing the facility on fire

“There was a serfous gunfight
beween the mvaders and the
police operatives at the station
thar lasted for several mlnutes...
The two inspectors that died
during the gun ducl were
targeled inside a non-funcrional
flling siation clase to the police
staton.

“They were firing shots in a
nove to repel the gunmen from
eniering the police stailnn but
were overpowered,” he said.

Irwas learnt that the atackers,
ammed with sophistcated
weapons besleged the smtion in

From Titos Eleweke (Awia), Lings B- a convoy ol about ten vehicles.
fiong (Umuiahia), Peter Moses (Abeo- A securlty source who does not
utz) & Romoke W, Ahmad (Minra) want to be named said: “They
_ opened fire while approaching
“Yunmen on \Wednesday the station and suslained the
!cﬂled 1wo police  onslaught to the extent that they
inspectors when__they  subdued the officers on ground,
attackéd the Ohosi__ Police  sct the place ablaze and also

~S@tion in Idemili North Local burnt one pagol vehicle.

Government Area of Amambra “This is not the first time they
__Stare. - are doing this and it appears

the South East is now the new
battleground and a killing field
that is seamlessly degenerating
into & no-man’s land.

“Miscreants are having a feld
day committing criminality and
sadly, the govemnors and other
prominent people are finding ft
difficult to call thern ouL

“The locals are also complicit
in the terrible things happening
in the South East..They don'
want to expose the criminal

Government must act f

_invaded Obiozara

of Thursd
Ohaozara Local

Police Station

nfirmed the incident
Oycyemi said the team was

Government _Area_of Ebonyl _ armbushed by-gunmen through

State.

The gunmen, who drove in a
similar manner as their partners
In cime in Anambra Invaded
the station around 3 am and set
the office of the Divisional Police
Officer (DPO) and the admin
building on fire.

A source within the area sald
that the main police station at
the LGA was burnt down during
the #EndSARS protest, forcing
the officers nod men of the
division to be using a temporary
shelter which was also burnt
yesterday.

Ebonyl Stare Police
spokesman, Loveth.  Odah,
confirmed-the attack saying the
gunmen invaded the station in

numbers.
Pollceman Killed, another

because, by the time they finish abducted In Ogun

with police stations, they would
start attacking other security
operatives,” he said.

Our correspondent reports
that the police in Anambra have
confirmed the killing of two of
their personnel.

Spokesman for the command,
DSP Tochukwu Tkenga, said the
new police commissioner had
dispatched a tactcal team for
an on the spar assessment of the
incident

“The tctical team led by an
assistant commlssioner of police
was equally told to identfy and

apprehend the hoodlums that

perpetrated the attack,” he sald.
Ikenga, who sald that
the bodies of the deceased
policemen have been deposited
at a nearby morgue, said
invesdgadons Into the marter
d begun.
imllar attack in Ebonyl
Another policeman was killed
when gunmen in Lhe early hours

Gunmen suspected to be
kidnappers shot

officer and three civillans.

connivance with an insider.

He said the command had
been on the matter and would
ensure the perpetrators were
brought to book and the victims
rescued.

Abla  varsity  studen
kidnapped

An unknown number o
students of Abia State University,
Uture, were abducted by
gunmen on Wednesday night.

The studenis were taken
hostage while travelling in a bus
along Okigwe-Uturu Road.

Commissioner for

Information in the state, John —shootin

Kalu, confirmed the incidentin a
statemnent on Thursday.
“Preliminary information
available to us showed that
the students were moving in a
minivan from Okigwe to Uturu
between 7 pm and 8 pm when
they ran into the armed gang

dead a policeman, abducted an _ who marched them into the

nearby forest along with other

It gathered that the yet-to-be-identified travellers.
_k_l_dnap,rfa;.;_abduned_a_ciml_ “Two of the students managed

servant ‘working with the
minlstry of agriculture and a

to escape from the hoodlums
while others are still being held

couple who wanted to establish _ ata yet-to-be-identified location.

2 fsh farm In the state on

Wednesday evening.

They were abducted at [bara-

“We are working with the
government of Imo- State and
relevant security agencles in

Orile in Abeokuta North Local _ both stales to ensure the rescue

Covernment Area of the state  of the abducted students and

“alter killing o

that served as a puard for the

Crs.
A source with the famlly
of one of the victims told our
correspondent that the ministry
asked the clvil servant to follow
the couple who made a request
for an agricultural exienslon
ert.
When contacted, the Police
Public Relations Officer in
the state, Ablmbola Oyeyeml,

athers,” he sald.

“No criminal operating withln
our environment will be allowed
to escape justice as we take the
Job of protecting the lives and
property of Ablans and visitors
to the state very seriously,” the
commissloner added.

Our comespondent reports
that famllles of the abducted
students were in distress and
camesty waiting to hear from
the abductors.

“Nobody can tell whether our
children are even alive or not
because their abductors have

_not said-anything yet,” one of the
parents said.

“Thls is a trying moment
for us and we are appealing to
governments at the state and
federal level to act fast,” another
parent said.

Bandits kil 7 persons In Niger

Seven people have been
feportedly y bandits 1n

W@WE =
Government Area of Niger

State.
The i ed
invaded the community in

large_numbers on moTOrcyT'es

oradically in the

direction of the hapless people.

It was gathered that belore

living__the _community, thc _
bandits had destroyed
propertes and foodstuff.

The Chairman of Magama
Local  Government = Area,
Sufiyanu Yahaya, who visited the
commumiry to commiseratewith
the people on:the development,
assured them that measures
would be taken_to-improve the
security situation in the area,

Atwacks by bandits are now
a common phenomenon [n
Niger as thousands of people
have been displaced and dozens
of communides deserted.
Hundreds of women have
tumned widows while children
have been orphancd and out of
school.

Governor Abubakar  Sani
Bello had cried out severally
for help which he said was not
forthcoming the way it should.

He had also. expressed fears
that Abuja might likely be the
next target if' the ncedful was
not done considering that all
the condguous state around the
Federal Capital Territory (FCT)
are in dire straits.
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