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23 killed in fresh Benue attacks

®Banditry, terrorism signs of govt weakness - Ex -govs

mmmmm
Nazsan [raivim (Bauchi) &
Hamisy K Matazy (Abuia)

Twmry—llwce. PeTSOns—were

said _to_hgve_been killed

in  alacks
communities  in Jep
between. . Sunday ¢ cvening d
_early yesterday,

17 persons in two separate attacks

on_some tural communites al
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It was %énwrm that the attackers,
whio had in recent times ralded

On. yaEnons—.
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several willages in Gwer West area,
iovaded Agbanu community
2long _Naka-;

Ssghev Council Warnd_benveen

Spm and 7pm on Sunday, killing
two of the inhabi@ERLE
Wimesses said _the Monday
uzed _around  Sam
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whe-n _the invaders besicged Tse | -
" Ammgbem community close to B :
_Aondoana In-Gwer \West TR B
:md killed 15 people, bringing ‘
a o Smrp in hu;h :

inJm:s»m.Lx.__-—— W-Gov Samuel Ortom

Many others were said to person to a hospital in Otukpo.
have been wounded and several The PPRO confirmed that some
houses bumt forcing villagers persons were killed in Agatu over
w fOee. A villager sald several a fish pond dispute yesterday.
people were missing, adding thar  Banditry, terrorism signs of
those injured bad been taken 1o a  gOVt weakness, Ex-govs say
hospiml. The Former Governors Forum

When contacted, the says it s deeply concerned

spokesman of the smte police
command., Catherine Anene,
said the amacks were reported,
but that she had not received the
details.

Similarly, a fresh crisis over

thar bandiuy, kidnapping and
terrorisro “seems 10 be sending
signals of weakness on the part
of government” rto Nigeria's
encmies.

The forum, led by a former

358 pond 18N s people Killed  governorof NigerState, Babangida
MMF\J. in a satement by its

communty ol Agamu Loca
‘Govemment Atea ol Benue Stale

Dis ents over fish ponds
had in the past led 10 communal
clashes in Agatu during which
lives were Jast

The chzirman of Agalu
LGA, Sule Adovi, rtold our

correspondent on phone that the
fresh crisis broke out at 10am on
Monday over a fish pond in- the
Commupity.

He said six persons-had so far
been killed, adding that he was
conveying a cntcally wnjured

ecutive Secretary, Prof. Tunde
Esan, challenged those who swore
to uphold the territorial integrity
of the nation to wake up.

It described the rise of non-
state actors fuelling ethnocentric
movements and groups as more,
saying they must not be allowed
to thrve in furthering their
campaign of hate and division.

“We must not give up. The
posiion of Nigeria as the
motivating model for other
blacks, both In Africa and outside,
must be preserved. This can only
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be done when the government is
alive to Its responsibilities. Those
who swore on the constitution, to
uphold the territorial integrity of
our nation must wake up.

"If nothing shocks those who
are supposed to motivate our
march to peace and posterity,
the smtisdes from Kadunn
State should: about a thousand
kidnappings and more than 300
deaths in the first quarter of 2021
alone. Qur people deserve more
than this. Thar’s one state out of
36 states.

"Former Governors Forum calls
on Nigerians not to lose hope. The
forum stands an the principle
of what affects one affect all.
Therefore, the forum sceks
inter-regional  and  Inter-state
cooperation (o forge common
grounds In fighting insecurity that
envelope our nation.

"The leadership of the forum
will equally be meeting key
stakeholders both at the state
and [cderal levels to join hands in
proffering soludons. We cannot
afiord to fail, as a nation and we
will nor”.




