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Kidnappers blocke
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“@upecibed menher of peopl

Tiive bevw kifled by Widnappers
Wb blodked the road four tenes
etdiffereni polgis o Sd?!&h}. 1%

cght  studenmt  of Ahmadu
Ballo University (ABU), Zaria
are stll missing afer they were
Kidnapped on the highway, it
was lemmL

reporiod thar & Wast 15 :
Were Wlied by the Udng;c\npgi
and an  unknown momber
ahducied

The revelation
in  differem
and  wilnesses  contradicted
vesterday’s  statements by
the anny and Kaduna Staw
povernmeEnL

They claimed that only two
people were killed and nine
others who were abducted had
heen rescued.

The two authorities were,
however, still sflent on the fact
that the kidnappers blocked
the road four times and held
motoriste hostage during the
day without any resistance
from any of the different
security operatives purportedly
manning the highway.

That notwithstanding, the
Kaduna government yesterday
confirmed  fresh attacks by
bandits in Igabl and Kejuru
local government areas of the
state which led to the death of
“same people”.

The Commissioner, Ministry
of Intemal Security and Home
Affalrs, Samuel Aruwan, also
said that the Vice Chancellor of
ABU, Professor Kabir Bala had
informed the government that
eight students of the nstitution
were among those kidnapped
on Sunday.

‘We don't know the number
of people Killed'

Ow correspondents  who
spoke with residents of Akdlabu
village along the highway said
that the gunmen carried out
“swift operatlons”, saying they
could not ascerialn the number
of victims killed.

A houscwife at the village
whose home 1s by the roadside
told Daily Trusr that the
bandits mounted four different
roadblocks along the highway
within hours.

She sald the first roadblock
wis mounted around 4 pm at
New Akilubu, thereby blocking
the Jane frozn Abuja to Kaduna
and laiey Kaduna 10 Abuja.

She pajd another roadblock
was mounted at'a place called
Gadan  Melam  Mamman,
while the (hird roadblock was
mounted a1 o forest closed to
Rifana town.

‘Ml these were on Sunday
evening und many people were
abducied while some wore
Ailled. The gunmen mude thelr
way into the foest with theis
victims," ghe sufd.
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of Representatives. Rep. Ndud! Elurmely; Deputy Speaker,

House of Representatives, Rep. Ahmed Wase, and Reo. Yusuf Gagdi. during the Depuly Speaker’s

moeting with Service Chiets at the National Assembly n Abuja vesterday

okl Daily Trust that the bandits
retumed o the area around
midnight, shooting sporadically
and leR around 1 am on
Monday.

“We couldn' sleep on Sunday
because the Incidents took
place @ (ow motres from ous
village and the bandirs returned
around midnight  shootng
in the air,” he sald. Ibrahim
Jamilu from Rijuna community
corroborated that the highway
was blocked four times.
According to him, "Although 1
cannot say how many peoplo
ware killed, | know the highway
was blocked four dmes on
Sunday evening,

“A few months back, the road
was safe but the truth s the
bandits have resurfaced and the
authority needs (o act fast,” he
sald.

Girls raped, one abandoned
In bush

The  Akilubu  residents
lamented some girls from the
village who went (o the farm
two days ago were trafled and
raped by the bandis.

“They raped the girls badly
and abandoned one of them in
the bush. Those that escaped
rushed home to Inform the men
who later went to the bush to
bring her home,” one of them
sald,
Another resident said this
was the most trying moments
for them becauso they could no
longer live a normal life.

“Wille we ean't travel with
ease, It Iy only by the grace of
God that you can go to your
farm and come back safely,

“If you are not lucky you will
be kdnapped and would only
be relcased afier o ransom
fs puid. We need help n this

village,” he said.

We saw six  bodies-
Commerdal drivers

Our correspondent pathered

from members 6f the Natlonal
‘Unin - of Rowd Tansport
Workers (NUITW) that ply the

* Faduna-Abuja Highway _thit
they By alx corpecy. ’

One of the drivers at
Televislon Garage In Kaduna
sald though nong of thelr
membery wes caught up In
Supday's arck, commerclal
drivers had reporied that slx
people were killud,

The officials sald:  “The
moment you Iry to proffer
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don' know how It is that they
organised themselves to make

sohition to these issues nNg;triq\’hemid.

you speak up, security an
government officials will sia
looking for you. so nobody
wants to talk about Nigeria's
problems.”

Another commercial driver
saldl the dilapidated stato of the
road was aiding the activities of
bandlts.

“The bandits have no
specific time of operation.
Our members are not safe in
the momningg, afternoons and
ovenings. We don't understand
what Is happening because
women are the major victims.
After all, most times when the
bandits abduct them, they rpe
them mercilessly,” he said.

How 8 ABU were abducted

Daily Trust learnt that the
abducted elght students from
ABU are from the faculty of arts
of the Institution.

They were reportedly on thelr
way to the French Village in
Lagos for a language Immersion
programme when they were
ambushed by gunmen during
one of the rafds on the highway.

It was gathered that one of
the students was shot on the leg
when he attempted to flee while
a female student was left behind
because she had a toddler in her
care. Some of the students took
1o Twitter yesterday and raised
the alarm that their colleagues
had been abducted.

They sald between 12 and 15
students were forcefully taken
away by the bandls,

However, sources from the
ABU said 10 students were in a
bus heading to Lagos when they
fell into the trap of the bandits,

"One  person  was  killed
and & woman was spared by
the bandits because she had
o baby, That means elght of
our siudents aro with the
Hdnappers,

"We are dovastated that such
a thing has heppened,” sald a
lecturer with the Faculty of Arts,
who asked not io bo quoted.

Another  lecturer  10ld
our correspondent that  the
students wore not an an officlal
trlp as the school was not aware
of thelr excurston,

“The echool Is not In sesslon,
the university Is closed g0 we

¥Only two 2 Kllled, 5 more

L with kidnappers'

The Kaduna State
Government on Monday safd {t
received operational feedback
from the Defence Headquarters’
Operation Thunder Strike that
only_two_people_were killed
in Sunday$ attack while_nine

CIms  wero  roscued  after

roops engaged e Handis e

firefight,
“The government, however,
loter stated that It received
feedback from a citlzen who
listed five relatons as belng
kidnapped.

The carller statement lssued
by Aruwan stated that troops
were on a routine patrol along
Akilubu-Gldan Busa axls on
the Kaduna-Abuja road when
they recelved a distress call art
around 4 pm that bandits had
blocked the muln highway,

He stated that "The armod
bandits opened fire on a bus,
forcing the driver w hali, On
geting to the location, the
armed  bandits had  already
kidnapped  nine  persons
from an 18-seater bus with
roglstration number MKA- 151,

“The troops [mmediatoly
mobilised and engaged the
bandlts In a firefight and In the
[:Jroceus rescued nino persony

dnapped who later rejoined
thelr colleagues afier the rescue
and headcount,

“The  State  Government
Is open for Inquirles and
feedback from all and sundry,
Including  the  medla  for
sound  documentatlon  and
resolutlon,” he sald.

The commissioner debunked
reports In clreulation that the
military and  other sccurlty
operatlves have ubondoned the
route.

“Ihero Is Indeed the presence
oftroopsatstrateglclocutionson
the route comprising Operatlon
Thunder  Strike  (OPT1S), a
tesponse  of  the Defence
Headquarters with both ground
und alr components, aving
operational headquarters (with
o functional hellpad) at Kuterl
town,

“Thore Is also u team from
the Inspector General of Polico

*_1o_the numerous kidnapplog
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day - Villagers

(Operation Pulf Adider) wijli vam
ouilits (Special Tactical Squad
and  Intelligonce  Respotse
t=nn) complemeniing
operitond  with  rechntcal
sippart” lo sald

NLC condemns attack

Thie Nigeria Labour Comuess
(NLC) vesterday  condemined
the wported Killing ol some
conunuter on Sundag

N1C President, Ayubd Wabba
described the stiack as ane 00
many and Uw most honilic,
stressing  that {e represented
the helght of impunity ond
lawlesaness.

“We are afrald to state thal
owrt securlly agents have uot
done envugh to contuin the
surge of violenca o that road.
In the past eouple of weeks
alope, we have recorded
multiple attacks in and around
the same spot qualifying It to
bo designated a dark spot. We
ajso need mare Intelligence as
reacton almost always comes
after dumage has been dane.

“We do neett  mablle
focce on a sustainable basls
Instend of the present ad-hoc
wrangement,“ he said. On
his part, the former Senator
ropresenting  Kaduna Central,
Shehu Sanl proffered solution

uctvities along Kaduna-Abuja
“Mghway.

Sen. Sanl via his Twitter
handle  calld  on  the
government to recrult youths
from the villages on the

highway into the Nigeria Police
and Nigerin Security und Civil
Dofence Corps (NSCDC) who
would be redeployed to protect
tholr villages.

He stated that: “There are
ubout 37 villages along the
rond. The youthy of those
villnges should be recruited
Into the pollce and civil defence
and redeployed to their villoges
to proteet the road and combat
the kidnappers. They know the
terrain better,” ho suid,

Bandits attack more villages

Inastatementyesterdaytited
‘Update on anned banditry
attacks in Igabl and Kajuru
LGAs, Commissloner Aruwan
sald securily operatlves were
presently pursulng bandits in
some locatons In Igabi and
Kajuru local governiment arens
of the state,

Though Aruwan did nat
glve the actual Ngure of people
kllled or abducted, ha sald,

“the  development  follows
today's  (yesterday)  bandit

atack  at Albasu village of
1gabl and Sunday night attack
at Maraban Kajuru In the two
counclls,

“On Monday, srmed bandlis
attacked Albasu village located
south wards of Malum forest
In Sabon Birnl general area
and subsequently killed some
locals, while on Sunday night
at Maraban  Kajuru, armed
bandius kidnapped two persons
and Klled one person while
escaping Into a nendhy foresl,”
he sajd,

Ho salil Gevernor Naalr 11-
ltufal had sent condolences io
the famlliea and prayed for the
repose of thelr gouls,



