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From Bassey Willie, Yenagoa

A tabout 3 pm on July 22
Chief Abraham Baye!
A3 local husinessman,

was _walking around his
neij __at it
Junction area of Ovom

G

community in Yenagoa,

Bayelsa State, when he saw

—Hetried tointervene but was

oint-blank range and
died on. the spot The Killers

Jed

D
knew who
Bayefa, the victim's niece, said

nlﬂ' uncle was shot bV two cult

members.

" One ol the Kilfers was said

to_be Tari Logos, a 2I-year
old  member of @ Tuit—

whom the police arrested in
connection with the murder.
The spokesperson of the state
Police Command, SP Asinim
Butswar said the suspect is
being questioned and the
bunt for his collaborators is
on.
Chief Bayefa is not the only
vicim of such crimes that
are becoming increasingly
frequent in Bayelsa as the
menace of cult members
continue to spread. Most of
these cult members are young
people, like Tari Logos.

@ And thelist of their crimes is

o
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angs of Yenagoa
How Bayelsa cult wars are costing lives

In Yenagoa, the Bayelsa State capital, armed cult groups have been
-running wild, killing several people and injuring others. Peop.le
going about their legitimate businesses are often caught up in
hese attacks and now the people of the capital are fighting back.

o

® Members of Bayelsa Volunteer Service exploring some hideouts.

people at alocal drinking spot.

The culdsts, who were
reportedly armed with assault
rifles, shot sporadically at
people on the street. Many
residents and passers-by were

ng.in Mgg,;‘diurgg acultwar, critically injured.
susqcctEd cultists attacked 3 The arrival of operatives of
ocal drinking spol alon e State Police Command and
u

stom Road area ol Yenagoa _some officials of the Bayelsa

apd killed three persons and

State Vigilante Service and

injured five others
One of the casualtles that
day

Another _victim was _a

restaurant. owner popularly

NO
gunshot wounds.
The . gunmen

-Customn Road in a commerclal

arrived

tricycle . popularly known
as: Keke NAPEP at about 8
pm and opened fire on their
target who was in the midst of

ed cult

- W Suspect

lst arrested wlth hard drugs and other

State Volunteer led to a hot
chase of the gunmen. They,
escaped through

was 50 years old Mr _ however,
Niceman Agonebi, popularly the Edepie/Tombia areas of
ble”

separate incident

suspected  cult
mbers, armed with guns,
raided a church in Azikoro
village in Yenagoa and killed
four worshippers. They also
torched a nearby house.

Within 24 hours, the police
sald they had arrested the
ringleader of that group. But
the police said the arrest
would not have been possible
without the help of a local
vigilante group.

This year, reports of cult-
related violence including

aE |

dangerous items in a hideouts.

deaths have been on the
increase and residents of the
state capital and Its suburbs
have been forming vigilantes
to . provide security for
themselves and their loved
ones.

So rampant and unruly
have the cults become that
they are now being used by
others to perpetrate crimes
on their behalf.

Disturbed by this scenario,
officials of the Bayelsa State
Vigilante, Bayelsa Volunteer
Service and all state-owned
security outfits launched a
mass raid on black spots in
some parts of Yenagoa, and
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apprehended 10  persons
over alleged involvement in
cultism, drug abuse and other
related offences.

According to them, they
have identified these black
spots in the state and will
continue to raid them until
they curb cultism.

Both the chairmen of
Bayelsa Vigilante and that
of Bayelsa Volunteers, Mr
Doubiye Alagba and Lucky
Asanakpo, described the
rald as part of the outfits
plan to ensure that Bayelsa
Is safe from criminals, drug
peddlers and cult-related
activites, staung that the
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| Some of the Items récovered during a raid by the

vigilante service

state government has given
different  youth  groups
opportunities to embrace
peace and turn a new leaf.

“Anyone or cult-related
group that decides not to
embrace peace will be treated
accordingly.

“We urge residents of the
state not to panic. Their
safety is guaranteed, but
they have to be vigilant and
security conscious. Let us
observe the happenings in
our environment and report
to the security agencies
promptly.

“Our combined teams
have raided the different
areas within the Okutukutu
and Tembia axis of Yenagoa,
the state capital, and over
11 suspected cultists were
apprehended,” they said.

The ralds extended to
the Tombla axis, where a
shop was ralded and over 10
persons made up of seven
teenage girls and 3 boys were
apprehended for being In
possession of (llicit drugs,
marijuana and charms.

At the Bozl Water axis- of
Tombia, an  uncompleted
building, which harboured
suspected  criminals  was
ralded, and a mattress, a
bullet, hard drugs and clothes
suspected to belong to the
cultists were recovered

Mr  Doublye, however,
lamented the high rate of drug
abuse the youths are indulging
in, saying (he  Bayelsa
State Vigilante wlill partner
with the Nigerfa Drug Law
Enforcement Agency (NDLEA)
(o arrest |)hlll'll\ﬂ(.‘y owners
and stores selling these drugs
to criminals without proper
prescriptions.

Bfforts by the vigllante
groups In varfous
communities of the stute seem
to have reduced the violont
autacks and clashes by cult
groups who before now, were
having a field day In the state,

Alrcady, a body known
as  Bayelsa Nelghborhood
Assoclatlon has sprung up
t0 coordinate the activitles
of all the vigllante groups
in different communites {n
the state and to ensure that
they foin the existing securlty
agencles such as the Nigeria
Police to fight the menace of
cultism and ensure that the
soclety Is safe.

Men of the Vigllante Group
of Nigerla (VGN) have also
contributed Immensely for
the peace and security of the
riverine state, which needs
the experlence of people who
understand the terrain - for
proper survelllance,

While all these efforts are
golng on 1o bring an end to
the cults In Boyelsa, relatives
of the victms are Jeft to bury
tholr dead.



