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to the community market. |
They slit the throat of the
driver and opened fire on
the vehicle killing everyone |
onboard before setting it
ablaze. |

The bandits then proceeded
to the community market,
shooting indiscriminately.

The traders scampered
for safety as the gunmen
continued  their  assault
unchallenged.

“They ariived on many
mciorbikes intercepting
and killing people who were
coming or going out of the
village. About 41 people were
shot dead within a short
period of time,” a resident,
Hussaini Abdu, said.

Abdu also said that a
commercial motorbike rider
conveying a woman and her
three children was killed and
the motorbike burnt, addin:
that the whereabouts of the
woman and her children was
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“You know Birane is a very
remote community. I can'’t
tell you the actual figure of,
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the command comes back.
“He and other officers are
there to assess the situatio
and  provide
security measures,” the PPRO |
added.
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There was relative peace
afterwards but the agreement
collapsed barely one year
after it was reached as the

_Bindin_Goldmine _in_Maru

bandits  resumed their
heinous acts.
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It was reported that

Dumburum village in Zurmi  dozens of gunmen arrived on
andits also slashed motorbikes firing at residents.
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property, the political and
military  leaderships in
2016, engaged

rustlers in the state in talks.

Earlier, the deputy governor
of the state, Alhaji Ibrahim
Wakkala Muhammad, had
led top military and police
officers to ‘Gobirawa Chali
village in the troubled
Dansadau district of Maru
LGA of the state to dialogue
with the armed bandits.

The main target at the peace
meeting was a notorious

~Mashema __cattle rustling kingpin known

as Buharin Daji.

Why peace deal

ith bandits
collapsed in

~Zamfara -Sen.

former senator

representing Zamfara
Central, Saidu Dansadau, has
said that the recent upsurge
in armed banditry in the state
was caused by the bandits
who had earlier fled the state
but returned after the peace
- deal was reached.

Speaking with Daily Trust
recently, Senator Dansadau
said they advised the state
government on the need
to keep the fleeing armed
bandits at a distance because
the agreement did not
include in the peace pact
them but that they were
ignored.

“We decided to go and meet
those who fled to Adamawa,
Taraba and Kwara states but
the government just allowed
them to come back and they
are partly responsible for the
recent attacks.

“We advised
should be

that
administered

oath °
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to those who agreed to lay
down arms and they should
be rehabilitated but-it fell on
deaf ears of the authorities.

“We foresaw that the deal
would collapse if care is not
taken and strict and reliable
measures not  adopted.
This is because a person
who could have a lot of
stolen’ cows and guns at his
command cannot be asked
to stop cattle rustling and go
unrehabilitated.

“They should have- been
put on the right track of
empowerment, but nothing
was done to that effect,” he
added.

The former senator further
explained that the leaders
of the armed bandits “had
hundreds or even thousands
of rustled cows but left their
boys with nothing which was
why they decided to continue
their way and remain
unrepentant.”

Dansadau said for any
conflict resolution move to
succeed, all stakeholders
must be involved and a
high level of commitment
must be displayed by all the
stakeholders.

He then urged the people

and those in government
to look inward and think
outside the box in order to
find a lasting solution to the
longstanding crisis.
. Over 5,000 women and
under-aged girls have been
raped by bandits terrorizing
Zamfara State, Chairman of
the Senate Committee on
Petroleum  (Downstream),
Senator Kabir Garba
Marafa (APC, Zamfara) said
Wednesday.

Marafa, who spoke during
the day’s plenary session,

quoted the chairman of
Zamfara State - council
of chiefs, Alhaji Attahiru

Ahmad, as giving the figure
during a meeting of the
council of chiefs in Kaduna
last week.

The lawmaker quoted the
emir as saying the bandits
raped and molested women
across the state,

“The emir said despite the
level of insecurity, Zamfara
seems to be sidelined because
we don't have strong voices.
In fact, he said about 5,000
women have been raped by
the bandits,” he added.
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