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Boko Haram attacks Gamboru,
kills 1, witnesses say
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Boko Haram militants killed 11 people in an attack on Gamboru in northeast Nigeria as
hundreds of insurgents flooded the town following the withdrawal of Chadian troops,
witnesses said Thursday.

Three residents of Fotokol, a town in Cameroon but effectively attached to Gamboru,
said the rebel onslaught began on Wednesday and there were indications that Boko
Haram intended to occupy Gamboru again. “Boko Haram gunmen returned on
motorcycles to Gamboru yesterday (Wednesday)... and shot dead eight people,” said
Mudi Dankaka in an account supported by others.

Three more people were killed on Thursday, he added.

Chad was last month credited with flushing the Islamists out of Gamboru after
massing forces at Cameroonian bases on the border.

The offensive was part of a joint operation with Nigeria aimed at crushing the six-year
Boko Haram uprising.

About 2,500 Chadian troops withdrew from Nigerian territory last week, with indications
they would be redeployed for fresh offensives elsewhere, military sources in northern
Cameroon told AFP.

Chadian troops last month escorted residents of Gamboru back into the town from
Fotokol across the 300-metre (yard) bridge that forms the border.

One resident described Gamboru as “a ghost town strewn with bumnt vehicles,
destroyed buildings and emptied homes”.

“Boko Haram are back in Gamboru,” said Fotokol resident Umar Ari.

Ari, and others, noted that Nigerian forces had not been spotted in the area, leaving

Gamboru with no security presence since the Chadian withdrawal.
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