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From Hamisu Kabir Matazu,
Damaturu

Fifteen persons died in a fatal
road accident at Zobali village
near Potiskum town in Yobe
State yesterday.

Yobe Sector Commander of

the Federal Road Safety Com-
mission Alhaji Usman Umar
Masari confirmed the incident,
saying the accident involved an
18-seater bus and a trailer.

He said the dead bodies given
mass burial at Zobali grave yard.

Masari attributed the accident

to over-speeding on the side of
the bus driver and lack of ade-

quate ‘caution sign put in place

by the trailer driver.
A witness told Daily Trust that
the incident occurred around

" 7:30am when the 18 seater bus

conveying passengers from Kano

illed in Yobe road accident

~ rammed into broken dowfi fish-

container trailer -wrongly sta-
tioned on Kano-Maiduguri road.

“15 people died instantly, and
four others that sustained various
degrees of injuries were taken to
Potiskum Genaral Hospital’, he
said.

From Abduliahi’ 'Aha—k;,
Dutse

The Jigawa State government
says it has rid the state of ghost
workers. e
State Head of Service Alhaji
Mustapha Aminu told news-
men in Dutse yesterday that
after a series of screenings

conducted for civil servants .

and the establishment of com-
puterized payroll system in the
public financial system which
addressed leakages the state no
longer had ghost workers. -
“The state has no ghost-
workers anymore because we
have been able to computerise
our payroll system in all the

No ghost worker in Jigawa ~Head of service

arms of the government.
“Before we established the
data base for civil servants, we
embarked on table payment
for six months where a lot of
ghost-workers were discovered
and money realised.
This ghost workers syn-
drome was prevalent in local

government civil service but

‘servants in the state, saying
“any worker who attempts to

that had also been tackled,” he
said. :

Aminu also said the gov-
ernment had also introduced
biometrics thumbprint system
which captured all the civil

collect double salaries would
be detected by the computer.

Last year's Armed Forces
Remembrance Day
1 emblems used in Kano

From Lawan Danjuma Adamu, Kano

Troops and dignitaries at the Kano venueof this year’s
Armed Forces Remembrance Day celebration Tues-
day could not wear the 2013 emblems for the occasion
because the badge was not available in the state. Instead,
they were issued with old emblems that were produced
for the event last year, Daily Trust observed.

The decades-old tradition of honouring Nigerian
soldiers, who lost their lives in various theatres of con-
flicts, is flagged off every year with the launching of the
year’s emblem, which is sold to genierate revenue for the
Nigerian Legion.

The symbol is worn by government officials for a
week long period, until January 15 when the president
and state governors lay wreaths as a national event at
the tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

But in Kano those used by many dignitaries and sol-
diers on parade at the remembrance theatre turned up
wearing 2012 emblems.

" Our correspondent gathered that it was the first in
the history of the yearly event that such a development
was witnessed. Shortly before the commencement of
the Remembrance Day parade at Malam Kato Square
on Tuesday, officials of the state Directorate of Youths
Development launched a last ditch effort to correct the
anomaly by using white inks to change the year to 2013.

Daily Trustlearnt from officials of the directorate that
the state did not receive its share of the symbol from

- Abuja this year for unknown reasons.

¥ An officer who does not wish fo be named said it was
in an effort to prevent a situation where military men
and retired soldiers would not adorn the emblems at
the occasion that they resorted to using old ones. But
when contacted, the director of administration in the
Directorate of Youths Development, Sani Bashir, said
the old emblems were used because the one produced
for this year were of low quality.

Bashir, however, said the directorate had ensured that
the dates on the badges had been corrected.

Three killed as tanker plunges into Edo river

¥ A staff of the Ogun State Signage and
Advertisement Agency fixing a billboard of the

Sokoto State Governor Aliyu Magatakarda Wamako PHOTO KEHINDE AKINYEMI
celebrating former President, Olusegun Obasanjo,

along the IBB Boulevard, Abeokuta, yesterday.

From Vincent Egunyanga,
Benin

Three ~ persons have been
reportedly killed when a petrol
tanker fell into Ovia River in Edo

State. Those killed were occupants .
of the tanker carrying kerosene ...

from Warri to Lagos.
It was gathered that the tanker

plunged into the river on Friday
but rescue operation started on
Saturday after one of the bodies
was sighted floating on the river.
Benin Tollgate Unit
Commander of the Federal

Road Safety Corps Adewale
Ameen confirmed the incident, -

saying they were not aware of the
incident until the body of one of

the victims was seen.
Adewale stated ‘that a
NUPENG identity card was

found on the victim and upon .

inquiry, they learnt that there
were- other victims under the

river, saying NUPENG officials -
-informed them:about the tanker

and the victims.

He said rescue operation

commenced on Saturday and
they were able to bring out the
engine and chassis of the tanker
including the two other bodies.
“The tanker is still inside
the river with 33,000 litres of
kerosene. . The tanker loaded

..from Warri plunged into the river.

There was no trace until one of the

- bodies floated out on Saturday”
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