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in fresh Jos violence

From Mahmud Lalo, Jos

SEVERAL people were
killed in a fresh violence
that erupted at Dutse Uku
area in Jos North Tocal gov-
ernment area of Plateau
state yesterday.

The violence accord-
ing to eyewitnesses started
in the morning when two

-Muslim youths that were on

their way to pay a Sallah visit
to their relations were alleg-
edly knocked down and

their motorcycle snatched
by some youths at the bor-
der area between Dutse Uku
and Anguwar Rukuba.

Invéstigations revealed
that the two Muslim youths
who were attacked sus-
tained some injuries which
provoked some youths who
mobilized for revenge and
to also retrieve the snatched
motorcycles.

Our  correspondent
gathered that one of the sol-
diers deployed to the area

écores feared dead

who intervened between -
the two warring parties.
was caught in the cross fire -

when the two sides clashed
and he sustained some inju-
ries from gun shots.

A witness, Shamsud-

deen Isa, told our corre-.

spondent that the soldier
was quickly rushed to the

hospital for treatment while -
more troops were deployed -

to the area to quell the
upheaval. = . s

.where the stray bullets that
- wounded the soldiers came
from, therefore when the -

reinforcement of security
arrived' including ‘mobile
police they started shoot-
ing at people”

However, another ver-
sion of the story holds that

the injured soldier was mis-
‘takenly shot by a mobile -
pohce who were also t'here;;

to quell the clash. -

A a community leader'

Isasaid: ¢ No oné qan teHi “ i, Anguwar Rikuba area, |

Itse J. Abok told our cor-
respondent that he doesn’t

‘have the full details of what

happened He, however"
said: “From what I heard
‘so far some Muslims youths
attempted to burn the
COCIN Church but were
intercepted by the youths
who also reported the mat-
ter to the soldiers”
Meanwhile, 21 corpses
'incl'udmg minors - have

--been deposited at the Jos

Central Mosque following

the alleged shootmgs by the
security agents in the area.
Our  correspondent
who visited the Jos central
mosque observed that the
~orpses were set in a row in
white bags as officials of the
First Aid Group of Jamaatul
Nasril Islam (JNI) contin-
ued to make further prepa-
rations for mass burial:
Efforts to get the reac-
tion of the STF and police
were not successful as at the
time of filing this report.

Adamawa as soldlers'

From: Ibrahim Abdul'Aziz,Yola

ADAMAWA state gover-
nor Murtala Nyako has for
the first time denied that

. there exists Boko Haram

networks in the state just
as soldiers of the 23rd
Armoured Brigade, Yola
said they killed suspected

members of the dreaded‘,:

sect.
A pall of fear had
descended on Adamawa
in the aftermath of the

.addressing -

two police stations and
banks in Gombi last week
during which about 18 peo-
ple were feared dead, amid
a wave of such violence

“blamed on an Islamist sect,

Boko Haram.
" Many policemen and a

. soldier wereamongan esti-

mated 18 people who were
killed by the gunmen in a
daring attack.

The town of Gumbi is
about 120km north of the
Adamawa State capital,
Yola, and just about 30km
south of Borno State, base
of the militant Islamist
group, widely known as
Boko Haram.

However, while
traditional
rulers in the state dur-
ing Sallah homage, Nyako
on_ Wednesday evening

denled the existence of
Boko Haram networks
in the state as reported in
some media.

Referring to the recent
attacks, Nyako said: “It was
justarmed robbery attacks,
not Boko Haram but God

“willing the perpetrators of
this deadly act would be
arrested and made to face
the music”

But men of Opera-
tion Tsaro’, the military
outfit majntain'mg peace
in Adamawa, yesterday
in Song said they gunned
down two motorcyclists
suspected to be members
of the violent Boko Haram
sect.

“One of the suspects was
killed instantly while the
other was injured,” Lt.Col.
Idachaba Idu, Public Rela-
tions Officer, 3 Armoured
Division, Nigeria Army,

Nyako denies Boko H aram presence in
|2 suspects

;"attacks when unknOWnr
" gunmen struck, attacking

Jos said, adding that the
suspects were armed with
an AK47 rifle and two
magazines loaded with
17 rounds of 7.62 calibre
ammunition.

“Already security oper-
atives are working assidu-
ously to trail them,so

“we will not deter by this

heinous acts”, Nyako has
assured.

In the meantime, sol-
diers from the 23 Brigade of
the Nigerian army in Yola
have on Tuesday killed a
suspected gunman and
arrested one, along Song-
Yola road.

Briefing newsmen at
the 23rd Armourd Bridget,
Army Public Relation
Officer, Lieutenant Olu-
mide Victor Olukoya said
items recovered, AK47
rifles, 17 rounds of ammu-
“nitions, and motorbike.

7 family members die

in Sokoto auto crash

Rakiya A. Muhammad, Sokoto

SEVEN members of the
same family in Sokoto
including a one year old
girl have lost their lives
in a motor accident that
occured along Sokoto-
Bodinga road in the state.
The deceased are mem-
bers of a family of a busi-
ness mogul in Sokoto,
Alhaji Jekada Sifawa, who
is in Saudi Arabia for the
lesser hajj. They included
a one-year old girl, two
teenage girls, three boys
and one of the wives of the

businessman.

Fifteen members of
the family were said to
have been travelling from
Sokoto to Sifawa town
in Bodinga local govern-
ment area of the state in
a Sienna vehicle after the
traditional Sallah visit to
relatives when the inci-
dent occurred Wednesday
evening.

Daily Trust learnt that
the driver of the vehicle
was using his GSM hand-
set while driving when
suddenly he lost control of
the vehicle and hit a tree.

Seven other persons
sustained injuries and were
to the Usmanu Danfodiyo
University Teaching Hos-
pital, UDUTH, Sokoto.

Commenting on the
incident, Sokoto state
FRSC Sector Commander,
Alhaji Bawa Datsama dis-
closed that the injured
persons and the deceased
were rescued at about 6
pm Wednesday by the
members of a rescue team
which the command had
put in place.

He said the teenage
driver escaped unhurt.
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