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SSS officer, wife, 3 kids slaughtered in Kano

An assistant director of the SSS, his wife and three of their children were
slaughtered in the early hours of yesterday in Kano by unidentified
assailants, while two other children escaped with injuries.

Garba Bello, 54, who had been bedridden for about a month with a liver-
related disease, was until his death an assistant director of the State Security
Service in Sokoto.

He was killed along with his 40-year-old wife Habiba, two daughters Hafsat,
15, and Murjanatu, 5, as well as son Khalifa, 14, at their at Gandu Housing
Estate home around 1.35 am, according to neighbours and relations.

The attackers gained entry into the family’s house and killed five of the
seven members around for a yet-to-established motive and they did not take away anything, the police said.

State police commissioner Mohammed Gana, who visited the house, told newsmen the police suspected that the culprits were hired
assassins partly because nothing was stolen from the house. He said investigations have started to establish the motives and find the
killers.

Shortly before she was killed, Habiba had put a distress telephone call to her elder sister Hajiya Jummai and told her that some people
were trying to kill them.

Jummai told Daily Trust that she received the call at about 1.40am, and her sister was saying: “They are trying to kill us... They will kill
me now…”

She said she hurriedly asked who were the attackers and Habiba muttered something that sounded like the name Baba. Jummai said
after that, she heard some commotion in the background and then the line went dead.

A neighbour to the deceased, Hajiya A’isha Aminu, told the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN): “We woke up this morning and found that my
friend Habiba, her husband and three of their five children had been killed. It is a very shocking development.” She said the remaining
two children survived because they were able to escape when the assailants entered their home.

Neighbours said they heard some members of the family crying, but when they came to find out what was happening, everything was
silent. The neighbours called them and there was no response.

“We knocked at the door several times around 2am but there was no sound again. When we knocked for a while and there was no
response, we went back to our homes,” one of the neighbours Abubakar said.

But no sooner had they returned to their homes than they heard the cries all over again. “We initially thought they were crying because
the father had died. He had been sick for over a month and was even unable to even pray properly, but attend congregational prayers
notwithstanding,” he said.

Abubakar said when they came out for dawn prayer, they saw the eldest son of the deceased officer crying and running around the area.

The mystery surrounding the killing was yet to be unraveled by the police at the time of filing this report last night.

But some people in the area believe that the late security officer might have been killed by people who bore grudges against him. Other
people linked the killing to thugs in the neighbourhood.

A family source told our correspondent that they suspect the involvement of one of the family members. “When the house was burgled a
few months ago, the same person we are suspecting today was the suspect,” the source said.

Attempts to get comments from spokesman for the SSS, Marylyn Oga, failed because she did not answer her calls and did not reply to a
text message sent by our reporter.
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text message sent by our reporter.

Immediate younger brother to the late Habiba, Umar Danjani Hadejia, said his sisters Hajiya Jummai and Hajiya Lami were invited for
questioning by the SSS.

Attempts by our correspondent to trace the two survivors of the attack were unsuccessful. A family source said the SSS had put the two
children under protection.
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