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fringe Muslim sect described as the Kala Kato.
The sect members had earlier in the day killed
a soldier and a policeman, who were on
security duties for the state’s Operation Flush.
Among those killed yesterday was the sect
leader Malam Badamasi, who was from
Alkaleri Local Government Area in Bauchi
State.

esidents said the sect members had held
R a preaching session the previous night
at which they espoused views regarded by the
wider Muslim community as heretical. Early
yesterday ~morning, the sect

Soldiers guard the Kala-Kato enclave at Zango area on the
outskirts of Bauchi Metropolis in Bauchi State yesterday.

members
numbering more than 500 also embarked on a procession.

Bauchi State Police Commissioner Atiku Yusuf Kafur told newsmen in Bauchi yesterday that “the sect
members burnt four houses, two belonging to them while two belonged to their neighbours.” He said 16
people were injured including a police man and “we rescued 16 people and arrested 20 suspects, nine adults
and eleven juveniles. We recovered explosive devices, two AK 47 rifles, 7 rounds of ammunition and hundreds
of dangerous weapons of various types, as well as some with blood stains.”

Narrating the cause of the incident, Commissioner of Police Atiku Kafur said, “the leader [of the sect] lived in
the area for so many years and he had an illness, something like pox came in to his body. He was advised by
some of his followers to go to the wife of one of them who used to cure sickness, and he went to her. The
woman told him that one of his followers used charms on him, the situation that led to division within the sect
because some of his followers left him and started a plot to kill him.”

The commissioner added that the members of the sect were fighting among themselves and because of the
fight, the sect leader became aggrieved and he made an inciting preaching yesterday morning. He said the sect
leader’s neighbours were disturbed and they complained to members of the state’s security team Operation
Flush, which then carried out a field operation to monitor and maintain peace in the area.

He said the police received a report that six soldiers went there trying to stop the preaching, not knowing that
the militants were well armed. They attacked the soldiers and killed one, then went away with his rifle.

Yusuf Kafur added that upon receiving the complain, they deployed mobile policemen to the area. He said
even though the sect members were well armed and they were using their arms against the police, but police
used over 100 smoke canisters to force them out of their enclave “and we successfully moved them in where
we traced that they killed themselves. We evacuated 37 dead bodies inside the enclave even though some of
them were alive but they passed away in the hospital.”

The commissioner said Police used guns to defend themselves but it took them “several hours to move
members of the sect from their enclave and the situation was brought under control around 2pm in the
afternoon.” He said the area was now calm. He asked residents that run into the bush to return to their homes,
saying “we are still pursuing other members of the group that sneaked away.” He said the fight ended in the
village and it did not spread to any part of Bauchi town.

Mallam Ayuba Musa, a resident of the area, told Daily Trust that the residents of the area were disturbed by
the manner in which the members of the Kala Kato sect did their preaching and were inciting the public; hence
t hey reported the matter to the security agencies. Ayuba Musa added that the crisis begin when the Kala Kato
members killed two soldiers and a policeman and burnt people’s houses.

In his own account of the situation, Ustaz Sadiq sufyan said the Kala Kato members were preaching when they
made statements that were inciting, condemning the government for arresting members of the Boko Haram
sect.

“The soldiers came and stayed in one place waiting, and on the other hand I saw ten members of the sect in
long white jumpers. There were weapons in their hands like knives, swords, daggers and guns. We started
hearing gun shots. When we enquired, we were told that the Kala Kato group killed a soldier with a knife and
seized his rifle.” Ayuba added that “these members of the Kala Kato, even when you shoot them, the gun will
not fire. They will just clear their jumper and continue fighting the security men.”

State Secretary of the Nigeria Red Cross Alhaji Adamu Abubakar told Daily Trust that “we moved 20 corpses
and 16 causalities from the scene of the incident to the Bauchi State Specialist hospital, but the situation was
brought under control with the efforts made by security personnel.”

Alhaji Adamu said 1000 displaced persons had taken refuge at the building of Defense Industry situated in the
industrial area near Zango. He said their major problem was how to feed the refugees, and that they were
waiting for the state’s Emergency Relief Committee to move in.
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Abubakar said before they were subdued, the sect members were shouting at the top of their voices that they
were the real Yan Tatsine, i.e. followers of the late sect leader Muhammadu Marwa alias Maitatsine who was
killed during a major uprising in Kano in 1980. Some of them also shouted that they were the real Boko Haram,
he said.

The State Commissioner overseeing the Ministry of Information Captain Bala Jibrin told Daily Trust on
telephone that there was a statement signed by the Secretary to the State Government Ahmed Ibrahim Dandija
which explained the truth of the matter.

He then read from the statement, which said “there was a little fracas that occurred in a small village called
Zango near Bauchi as a result of misunderstanding between members of an Islamic sect and their followers
and the situation was brought under control. People should go about their normal businesses. People should
open their shops and continue with their real business. The area is now calm and government is in full control
of the situation.”

The commissioner said government noted that some agents of mischief were over blowing the matter and
warned that anybody caught doing so will be dealt with decisively. He said adequate security had been
deployed to the area to ensure peace.

The State Police Public Relations Officer ASP Mohammed Barau told newsmen that there was a fracas in the
area and security personnel were deployed to quell the situation, adding that Police will brief the press on the
truth of all that had happened at the end of the Security Council meeting going on at the time of filing this
report.

In their separate account of the crisis, some of the people residing in the area told Daily Trust that they went to
their various places of work when they were called back by their families and told that there was a problem in
their area.
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# unnecessary killings — Adams 4all  2009-12-29 01:11

The world ending is fast approaching,and the problems are faster than imagination. What the hell is this
again? Every day religious crises,first maitatsine,kala kato,boko haram and lots of them.
Our ulamas need to sensetise the muslims ummah on the implication of uprising in islam before we
muslims finish ourselves.
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# peace — gaddafi yusuf muhamm  2009-12-29 06:51
people of bauchi state why is it that always you are the course? never the less the islamic schorlars
should always put this at the back of their mind that (WAMA KALAQATUL JINN WAL INS ILLALI YA
ABUDUN) tﬁen is their fighting each other in course of serving Allah??? plz my state members the world
has come to an end so try to do some thing that you will account for it in the here after, But not going for
unneccessary fight that will result your death.
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# ohhh GOD — mohmoh  2009-12-29 08:20

ana wata ga wata..to Allah ya kawo mana sauki.
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# May God have mercy on them — Umar Muhammed  2009-12-29 09:28

The statement that says the forces found them dead, dead as in how? the Kala Kato killed themselves by
shooting or what? that is confusing, All muslim should not the consequences of suicide is going to hell
fire...May God continue to protect our country..amin
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# Musulunchi...! — Abdulkadir Ali Bage 2009-12-29 09:50

From sunni to shihites, izala to darika, kutupasha to maitasine... and a host of others known and
unknown. What are our Islamic scholars preaching...?
Islam being a religion of PEACE should never be viewed from the perspective of some self
righteous/ proclaimed individuals based on their personal opinion as to what it should be, not what was
prescribed...!
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# Skirmishes & Caprices In Religious Disguise — Isa Mariri 2009-12-2910:01

The teachings and precepts of religions are never hostile or antagonistic to peace and harmony. Lets pray
to God Almighty for peace and tolerance in Nigeria
Reply
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* All Rights Reserved: The site owner (Media Trust Ltd) reserves the right to edit, delete, move, or mark as
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