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When drunken policeman killed ‘okada’ rider in Idi-Araba

WRITTEN BY MOHAMMED SHOSANYA,LAGOS   

Forty-three-year-old commercial motorcycle operator, Ndaliman
Usman, who was felled by police bullets on Thursday at Idi-Araba,
Lagos, was described as an easy-going, humane and simple person by
those who knew him when he was alive.

To his relations and neighbours, Usman was such a mettlesome
personage who would never hurt a fellow human being let alone engage
in scuffles with anyone.

It was however, a mystery that the late commercial motorcycle operator
was cut down in his prime by an alleged drunk mobile policeman,

Corporal Ali Mohammed, popularly called Baba Ibeji, while on duty.

Though he chose okada riding as an occupation, Usman’s mien was characteristically different from the rascality
and eccentricity displayed by most motorcycle operators in the city of Lagos.

This might have explained why sympathizers continued to throng the Idi-Araba residence of Usman to
commiserate with his family two days after his death. One of the wives of late Usman, Fatima was tear-soaked,
dejected and surrounded by a horde of sympathizers when our correspondent called at their residence. She
barely managed to murmur some indescribable statements and later burst into tears,an indication that she was
short of words over the death of her husband.

Ndalima Usman, was a native of Dabban village in Lavun Local Government of Niger State. He had also settled
in Idi-Araba where he lived with his wives,Fatima and Amina and their six children: Bilikisu13, Zainab
11,Abdullahi 10,Fatima,three and a three months baby.

One of Usman’s friends, who identified himself as Musa, told our correspondent that he learnt about his death
yesterday on radio and decided to visit the family to confirm the story.

“I couldn’t belief my ears that my friend has gone and gone forever.He was such a peaceful person who never
engaged in a fight with anybody since I knew him..I am therefore surprised that he was killed by a heartless
policeman’’.

A neighbour of the deceased who pleaded anonymity, described him as an unassuming and industrious man.
According to him, “I burst into tears when I received a call that Usman was killed by a mobile policeman. What
kind of country is this?’’.

While there is a consensus among those who knew Usman that he was the easy going type,the circumstances
surrounding his death has continued to beat the imagination of people in the area.

According to a report, a police team was chasing some hoodlums along Idi-Araba road towards the direction of
Lagos University Teaching Hospital. In the process, the police officers fired their guns sporadically into the air.

Usman was said to be inside one of the canteens opposite the bank Corporal Mohammed was guarding. The
sporadic shots by his fellow policemen, reports said, spurred Mohammed to get his gun and shoot.

“It was one of the shot Mohammed released that  killed Usman,” Daniel, an okadaman who operates in the area
alleged.. ‘’We tried to revive him by giving him water and rushing him to a nearby hospital but before we could
say ‘jack’ he was dead. It was a painful experience, very sad’’.

However, spokesman of the Lagos Police Command, Frank Mbah, said the action of Corporal Mohammed  was
caused by an assault on a team of fellow cops who were on patrol by some okada riders.

 Mba who said the okada riders were already having some internal wrangling over the change of guards in their
association, said they became uncomfortable as soon as they sighted the policemen. He said the okada riders
hauled missiles at the policemen to force them out of view. According to Mbah, the action of the okada riders
provoked the policeman who fired to free his colleagues.

Aggrieved passers-by and okada riders, it was gathered, dealt with the policeman who was later rushed to the
nearby Lagos University Teaching hospital. He was said to be drunk.  Our correspondent gathered that the
policeman would have been killed but for the intervention of other policemen from ‘Zone D’, Mushin.

It was further learnt that more lives may have been lost during the scuffle to free the policeman. But Mbah said
only one life was lost. He said the policeman is at the Lagos University Teaching Hospital and will soon be
charged to court.

HOME COVER NEWS MAGAZINE BUSINESS SPORTS MORE SECTIONS ABOUT US OUR PAPERS E-MAIL ADVERTISING

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B8HwAPcPlSuCAKJTZjQeUpazfDd_ckQLz_R6Rm4ICABABGAEgACgEOACCAQZjYS1wdWKIAQGQAdqBBbIBDXNvbGFyLWFpZC5vcme6AQozMDB4MjUwX2FzwAEC2gEZaHR0cDovL3d3dy5Tb2xhci1BaWQub3JnL8gDBw&num=1&adurl=http://www.Solar-Aid.org/&client=ca-pub-9312123988836427
http://getfirefox.com/
http://weekly.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_banners&task=click&bid=10


26/10/09 16:42When drunken policeman killed ‘okada’ rider in Idi-Araba

Page 2 sur 2http://weekly.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=arti…n-killed-okada-rider-in-idi-araba&catid=40:cover-stories&Itemid=26

How I hid heroin in my private part – Trafficker

CBN sacks MD of BankPHB, 2 others - Gives Unity,
Wema 9 months to recapitalise - Injects N200bn into
industry

Our problem with Boko Haram, others – Sultan

Aquatic highway: Nigeria’s dredge of the great
river

How oil destroyed Nigerian economy - Ciroma

He said the present police authority in the state will not tolerate acts of lawlessness among its workforce. Some
residents of the area have however called on the Commissioner of Police in the state to bring Usman’s killer to
book.

They alleged that police claimed that Corporal Mohammed has been lynched, adding that such decoy is counter-
productive to the image of the police in the state.
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