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38 die in two crashes

WRITTEN BY MISBAHU BASHIR & ABUBAKAR SADIQ ISAH   

Eighteen passengers travelling in a Toyota
Hiace bus died on the Abuja-Lokoja highway
on Saturday night while another 20 persons
also died the same day on the Nsukka-Enugu
highway in Enugu State when two buses in
which they were travelling had a head-on
collision. The combined death toll of 38 from
the two accidents alone made it one of the
bloodiest weekends in the history of Nigerian
road carnage.

he accident on the Abuja-Lokoja
highway occurred Anini village near
Kwaita. Sector Commandant of the

Federal Road Safety Commission in the
Federal Capital Territory [FCT] Nseobong Akpabio said it occurred at about 10:40pm and involved a white 18
seater Toyota Hiace mini bus with Registration Number Edo XP 269 BEN and a 60 seater Luxury bus with
Registration Number Lagos XV 952 APP belonging to Best Way Transport Company Ltd. He said dangerous
driving was the cause of the accident.

“The mini bus carrying 19 passengers and the driver was on its way to Kano from Benin City, Edo State while
the Luxury bus was conveying 50 passengers to Lagos from Kaduna,” he said. The Luxury bus veered into
the lane of the on-coming Mini bus at high speed to overtake slower vehicles and collided with the mini bus
head on.

Akpabio said 17 passengers in the Toyota bus died on the spot while another passenger from same bus died at
the General Hospital, Kwali where the FRSC rescue team took the injured persons. Two people in the Luxury
bus including the driver and his assistant were severely injured and are currently at the Kwali Hospital. He
said the FRSC Rescue officials led by the Unit Commander, Yangoji Unit Command Cdr Abdullahi Umar in
conjunction with policemen from the Kwali Divisional Police Station conducted the rescue operation.

He said another driver who arrived at the scene from Benin on his way to Kano shortly after the crash,
identified the 19 male passengers in the Mini bus as Hausa speaking Muslim traders who departed Benin just
before he did. “He identified the dead victims as Alhaji Idris (the bus driver), Alhaji Yaron Mota, Malam Dan
Birni, Wamzam Kabiru and Usman Yahya, all from Kano State. He also identified Alhaji Mamman, Hassan,
Abdullahi Umar, Umar Hussaini, Rabiu Umaru, Musa Idris, Nasiru Mohammed, Alaramah Mohammed,
Abdullahi Alhaji Garba and Magawata Saidu, all from Kebbi State. Accident victim Musa Sanni was identified
to be from Zamfara State while Bala Mai’adua was from Katsina State,” Akbabio said.

The Sector Commander said there was no Passenger Manifest in the Mini bus to identify the addresses of the
passengers. “There was no Passenger Manifest, being the condition spelt out by the National Road Traffic
Regulations 2004 and the Federal Road Safety Commission (Establishment) Act 2007, to confirm the true
identities of the dead accident victims. The only survivor now is still in the Kwali General Hospital and could
not give us any information yet,” he said.

A witness at the accident scene said the dead men were buried at Yangoji. “The 17 dead victims were given
mass burial after much consultation among the Hausa community leaders at Yangoji as well as with the
police,” he said.

Police Public Relations Officer in Abuja DSP Moshood Jimoh said the corpses were released for the burial
after some of the victims were identified by family members. He said 17 corpses were buried there while one
was released to the victim’s family.

 The FRSC Commandant said the two buses left their destinations late in the day, thereby embarking on a
night journey which contributed to the fatal accident. He said people must avoid travelling at night because
drivers usually have poor visibility and often fall asleep due to fatigue. The twenty casualties in Enugu State
were recorded when two commercial buses had a head-on collision at Umuna on the Enugu-Nsukka express
road.

Mr Ikechukwu Okwor, Head, FRSC Nsukka Operation unit, said in Nsukka that the remaining 21 of the 41
passengers in the two vehicles were seriously injured. ``Seven women, five children and eight men died on
the spot, while those injured are receiving treatment at the Bishop Shanahan Hospital,” he said. Okwor
blamed the accident on over speeding, ``which made one of the buses belonging to the Enugu State Transport
Company (ENTRACO) to catch fire’’. He said the other bus belonged to Peace Mass Transit.

Mr Paul Ezeugwu, branch Manager of ENTRACO, said the bus involved was travelling from Kaduna to
Enugu when the incident occurred. ``All the 18 adult passengers in the bus died, but a child survived,’’ he

Type keyword(s) here

HOME NEWS BUSINESS CITY NEWS SPORT COLUMNS OTHER SECTIONS ABOUT US OUR PAPERS E-MAIL ADVERTISING

http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6882:38-die-in-two-crashes&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6881:aso-radiotvminister-board-in-showdown&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6880:tenure-regime-for-permsecs-dangerous-shekarau-&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6875:mark-assures-traditional-rulers-of-constitutional-role&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6804:shake-up-in-civil-service-9-permsecs-get-sack-letters&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6750:reps-to-probe-obasanjos-privatization-exercise-&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6752:todays-nec-is-not-to-remove-ogbulafor-pdp&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6757:anambra-pdp-aspirants-reject-consensus-candidate&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6761:kidnapped-ssg-we-shall-free-him-today-say-kd-police&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6702:n40m-ransom-demand-for-kaduna-ssg&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6700:boko-haram-crisis-not-over-sultan&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6698:i-didnt-institutionalize-asuu-strike-ibb&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6697:100000-witness-soludos-declaration-in-awka&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6594:boko-haram-why-we-executed-them-police-&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6593:yaradua-goes-to-saudi-arabia-today&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6590:police-move-on-editors-murderers&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6585:2011-senator-harps-on-inecs-independence&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6493:cbn-yet-to-decide-on-14-banks&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6495:bank-debts-efcc-recovers-n92-billion-&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6505:fear-god-yaradua-challenges-nigerians&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140
http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_banners&task=click&bid=10


28/09/09 11:1038 die in two crashes

Page 2 sur 2http://www.news.dailytrust.com/index.php?option=com_content&view…e&id=6882:38-die-in-two-crashes&catid=46:lead-stories&Itemid=140

 Public Service Ads by Google 

Solar Energy Charity

Helping Relieve Poverty Though
The Provision of Solar Energy.

Join Us!

www.Solar-Aid.org

Enugu when the incident occurred. ``All the 18 adult passengers in the bus died, but a child survived,’’ he
said.

Meanwhile, 18 NYSC members were also involved in an accident on Saturday on their way to Uzo-Uwani to
attend the burial of a colleague, Miss Scholastica Enechi, who was serving in Abuja.

Mr Charles Ugwuoti, Nsukka NYSC Liaison officer, said the accident occurred when the bus conveying the
corps members somersaulted.

He said nobody died and those who sustained injuries were receiving treatment at the Shanahan Hospital.
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