15 burnt to death, as petrol tankers explode in Lagos

ragedy occurred in

l Lagos yesterday

when 15 persons, in-

cluding a pregnant woman

and a soldier, were burnt to

death as two petroleum tank-
ers fell and exploded.

Daily Trust gathered that
the accident occurred at
about 5. 30 am when a petrol
tanker hit another tanker car-
rying diesel.

Witnessses informed our
correspondent that the inci-
dent occurred when the
tanker conveying petrol out
of Lagos and was trying to
negotiafe a bend lost control
and collided with the other
one loaded with diesel. “And

- immediately afterward there
was-an explosion and every-
where was on fire. Before
commuters waiting to board
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early buses to their work
places could run for dear
lives they were caught in the
fire”, the witness said.

A spill on the road was
said to have ignited fire which
consumed the diesel tanker
and led to an explosion of the
petrol tanker.

Workers and motorists
hurrying to work early in the
morning were caught in the
fire which spread along the
Orile Iganmu area of the state.
It also consumed six vehicles
and their occupants.

The 15 victims were burnt
beyond recognition, while
many others suffered severe
burns and have been have
rushed to hospitals.

The accident caused traf-
fic gridlock along the ever
busy Badagry expressway for
several hours as efforts were
made to clear the road for those

burnt and the injured by

sympathisers and security
agents.

It took officials of both the
Federal Road Safety Commis-
sion (FRSC) and Lagos State
Traffic Management Author-
ity (LASTMA) several hours
before they could restore san-
ity to the area.

The fire could not have
caused severe damage if offi-

- cials of Lagos State Fire Ser-

vice had arrived the scene on

- time, and it took them three

hours after the incident had
occurred before they arrived
the area.




