agos based human
rights activist, Barister

4 Bamidele Aturu, has
warned the
Cirvarnment againet trving.

Federal -

commission to court in an effort
to replace the party’s
governorship candidate, Chief
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bring out the electoral act to
them. We introduced and
nurtured the Labour Party here,

Congress (AC) too spoke in the
same vain, saying it would utilize
the extra days for more vigorous

would take advantage oI 1L 1o re-
strategize and go ahead with his
campaign.

he week long renewed-

communal clash

between the peasant
communities of Mbatange-
Mbalagh in Gwer West local
government area of Benue
state and those of Kendev-
Mbamar in the neighboring
Konshisha local government
area, has claimed not less than
10 lives.
Trouble started when one
M1, Wade who is said to be
from the neighboring Kendev-
Mbamar dug grave to bury his
late brother in Mbatange where
he has lived for several years.

Mbatange is said to be Mr.

| he has lived all his adult life.
But eight youths of

have gone to the burial
ceremony and disrupted the,

younger brother, - since,
according to them, the
deceased did not hail from
there.

The violent youths were
said to have killed two people
at the scene, a development
which - compelled  the
neighboring Kendev people to
rise in reprisal attack. The
ensuing clash which lasted
one week now, according to
unofficial sources, has claimed
not less than 10 lives with over
100 houses burnt and farms as

well  as- other property
destroyed.
Benue -~ State . police

. command . spokesmans—Mr.
Samuel Jinadu (ASP),
confirmed the clash, but said
the signal he received from the
area put the death toll only at

"~ The - PPRO- said the
~command - had - to:-r1eact

% || immediately by deploying a
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o
N

* therefore demanded that the

immediately.

secret trial should be stopped

team - of riot policemen to the
fiash point, and “our men are
1 still there”. ‘

Benue communal clash claims 10 Lives,
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Mr. Jinadu added that so
far, the police invited.

traditional rulers, elders and
opinion leaders from the two
communities for a peace
meeting that ended with a

over 100 houses destroyed

resolve that the eight youths
who started trouble will be
atrésted and handed over for
prosecution by the police.

Mbatange were alleged to

procession in order to stop Mr. -
Wade from burying his

{ Wade’s maternal home where-*

Minister of Culture,

with the Governor of Kebbi State, Sa’idu Dakingari (
Otumba Olusegun Runsewe, at the commissioning o

Argungu, recently.

Tourism and National Orientation,

Chief Adetokunbe Kayede (right)
left) and the Director-General, NTDC
f Fish House at the Fishing Village,

he Director General,

National - Pension

Commission (PENCOM),
Alhaji Muhammad Ahmad, has
disclosed that the Federal
Government would spend N1.8
trillion on retirees between 2007
and 2039. SR
e stated thisinLagos at

| apress briefing to mark the end of

the verification and-enrolment
-exercise of federal ‘govemment
employees retiring between 2008
and 2009, which the commission
started in February. -

- The director general said the
same exercise had earlier been

FG budgets N1.8trillion

| From Samson Ojo, Lagos
conducted in Abuja and Ibadan.

He said the above figure had-

been calculated based on the new
scheme which would be paid by
the government to afl retirees in
the federal civil service in
accordance with the pension

“The least persons under the

"new scheme that have moved
from the old scheme will retiree -
-in 2029, so in anticipation, some

people will retiree in 2007 under

the new scheme ™, he explained. -

The director general said.on

for retirees

an annual basis, the federal
government would have taken
about 35 per cent of a worker’s
total wage bill called a Retirement
Benefit Projective Funds in
accordance with pension reform| -

According to him, “asatMarch|.
2008 the federal government had
contributed N59 billion to pay|
refirees and the account is managed
by the Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN), and as at December 2007,
the commission had paid about
N10 billion to civil servants who| -
2007,”hesaid. -

war crimes are tried in the
_open. I do not believe the.
“security” ‘consideration
overtides the-inteérest of the,
public to know.what is going

|OKkah’s 'secret trial 'l heighten tension in Niger

-prosecuted by late General

Sani Abacha’s dictatorial
“military regime “was tried in
the open and the heavens did
not fall”. : :
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“If

Delta —Aturuwarns FG|

rule of law.”
~ While challenging the
order of the Federal High

Court granting the secret trial, -
Aturu said, “to begin with the

Aeenmietances surrounding

“I also hold the view that
it is wrong for one judge to
grant an ex parte order for
secret trial before another
judge as the proviso to section
36(4) of the Constitution that




