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Ti%.

rmed men numbering
about. 300 -have
~—\ atta¢ked and burnt
'wil the Central Police
Station (CPS), at Nnewi in
Anambra state, killing two
policemen in the process.

- However, the police have
confirmed killing three of the
attackers but their bodies
were taken @way by the mob.

Meanwhile, Anambra
state government and the po-
lice have disagreed over the
identity of the attackers. Wh-
ile the state’s Commissioner
of Police, Mr. John Haruna,
told DaiI:v Trust in a telep-
hone interview that the attac-
kers are members of the Mov-
ement for the Actualisation of

Anambra crisis;

~ By Shehu Abubakar

Police stati

the Sovereign State of Biafra
MASSOB), the Chief Press
ecretary to Governor Peter
Obi of Anambra state, Mr.
Basil Ejidike, said the attac-
kers are members of the Na-
Elipnal Ass(())‘(,::;ltior(xN (Klggg;i
ransport ers .
Mgf) Haruna said the

attackers were dressed in

military uniforms and were
fully armed attacking the
ceniral police station, Nnewi
and freeing all the suspects

in the cell before setting it

ablaze. -

“They were there in a
convoy of several vehicles,
Four exhibit vehicles parked
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at the station were also burnt

y them. Several other polic-
emen were injured and some
arms stolen by the attackers.
1 can for now, confirm to you
that two arms were carted by
them from the slain poli-
cemen.

“I led a team myself to
Nnewi and when I was there,
we received an intelligence
report that they were seen in
anearby forest at the old Nn-
ewi prison around an aband-

-one buﬂdin% Iled my men
t

to the place, It was dark, but
when they saw us, they ran

~into the forest. We have how-
;- ever, recovered 13 assorted

vehicles used in the attack
which they parked near the
forest. ,

“We have also recovered
military bullet proof jackets,
several military uniforms and
a large number of military
boots in the vehicles we
recovered. We have searched
through our records at all the
police stations in the state
and discovered that none of

on burnt,

the vehicles recovered fro

them was ever reported miss-
ing by the owners. We are
now frying to trace the na-
mes and addresses of the
owners and know how and
when these vehicles got to
the MASSOB members”, he

Governor Peter Obi

§ killed in Nnewi

said.

Mr. Haruna assured the
people of Anambra state of
the readiness of the joint
army and trx:olice patrol team
to ensure the security of lives
and property and urged the
people to always notify the
nearest police formations
with useful information on
the movement of armed men
believed to be militias.

An eyewitness of the
attack, Chief Emeka Chris told
Daily Trust on phone that

the attackers shot sporad--

ically into the air while chan-
ting war songs before they

. attacked the police station.

He said traders around
the area had to lock up their
shops and take to their heels
while the attack lasted.
“They were in army uniform,
but some of them did not
wear berets.

All the ones I saw had
army trousers and shirts.
Some had guns but some had
only cutlasses and sticks”, he

said.

However, Basil Ejidike
said while MASSOB members
use Biafran military uniforms
with Biafran army badges for
their operations, NARTO
members use Nigerian army
uniforms to operate.

“If the police are sure that
the uniforms they recovered
from the vehicles they seized
are Nigerian army uniforms,
then the attackers are mem-
bers of the disbanded NA-
RTO group. MASSOB doe-
sn’t use any uniform apart
from the Biafran army uni--

“Let us call a spade a spa-
de. NARTO is responsible for
all the crises in the state.
There is no way we will ach-
ieve any progress in maint-
aining peace and harmony
among_the I{)egple when we
spare NARTO and blame

ASSOB even when we
know that NARTO is resp-
onsible”, he said.




