
186 died in Kano blasts
—Police •29 Police, 3
Immigration, 1 Custom’s
officers; 153 civilians killed
MUHAMMAD KABIR, Kano

One hundred  and eighty  six  persons  were
killed in last Friday’s bomb attacks in Kano
State, the Police said yesterday.

A press statement by the Commissioner of
Police,  Alhaji  Ibrahim Idris  in Kano put  the
civilian casualty at 151, including Channels
TV reporter, while his Command lost a total
of 29 personnel during the attack

The  statement  further  revealed  of  that  the
state  security  service  lost  three  personnel,
Nigerian  Immigration  Services  lost  two
officers, while the Nigerian Custom Services
also lost a personnel.

Meanwhile, Police yesterday said they shot
dead four members of the Islamist sect Boko
Haram in the northeast city of Maiduguri and
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recovered  explosive  materials  stored  in  a
car,  two days after  the sect  carried out  its
most deadly attacks.

Bomb attacks and fierce gun battles between
the  sect  and  police  on  Friday  in  Nigeria’s
second largest city Kano killed at least 180
people,  according to hospital  staff.  Kano is
hundreds  of  kilometres  west  of  Maiduguri,
Boko Haram’s home town.

"Four members of Boko Haram sect involved
in  killings  in  Maiduguri  and  environs  have
been under surveillance of security agencies
and have been shot dead in Pomomari area
of  Maiduguri  yesterday  (Sunday),"  Colonel
Victor  Ebhaleme,  an  officer  in  the  joint
military task force, said in a statement.

"Various  IED (improvised explosive  device)
materials  prepared  for  detonation  were
recovered from their car."

Boko Haram, which was formed in Maiduguri
in 2002, has killed hundreds of people in the
last  year,  mostly  in  and  around  its  home
state of Borno, though its attacks have been
spreading across the north of Africa’s most
populous nation.

Residents in Kano,  a city  of  more than 10
million  people,  began to  return  to  work  on
Monday amid a heavy military presence as
soldiers  searched  vehicles  at  dozens  of
checkpoints set up on the city’s wide, dusty
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streets.

President  Goodluck  Jonathan  has  been
severely  criticised for  not  getting a grip  on
Boko  Haram,  a  group  he  says  have
infiltrated the police, military and all areas of
government.

Boko  Haram,  a  Hausa  term  meaning
"Western  education  is  sinful",  is  loosely
modelled on Afghanistan’s Taliban.

The  sect  originally  said  it  wanted  Sharia,
Islamic law, to be applied more widely across
Nigeria but its aims appear to have changed.

The sect  focuses its  attacks mostly  on the
police,  military  and  government,  but  has
attacked Christians more recently. It says it
is  fighting  enemies  who  have  wronged  its
members  through  violence,  arrests  or
economic neglect and corruption.
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