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Nigeria: Police Parade Killer of Unizik Don, Daughter

Abuja — Police yesterday paraded a 21-year-old
man, Wisdom Onyekwa, who allegedly killed a
senior lecturer at the Nnamdi Azikiwe University,
Awka, Dr. (Mrs.) Phylis Ifeoma Okoli.

The alleged killer was also said to have raped and killed a seven-year-old
daughter of the deceased lecturer Jewel.

This revelation was made on a day the British police, New Scotland Yard,
operatives commenced a nine-day training on anti-terrorism for about 30
Nigerian police officers at the Force Headquarters, Abuja.

Parading the suspects, the Deputy Inspector-
General of Police (DIG, Investigations), Mr. Isreal
Ajao, disclosed that the suspect had killed the
former lecturer for undisclosed reasons and
made away with undisclosed sum of money and
her two telephone handsets.

Ajao told journalists that the suspect was engaged by the deceased for menial
job in her building located at Udoka Housing Estate, Awka, Anambra State, but
the suspect turned round and killed his benefactor.

"Between 20th and 21st day of January, 2009,
the deceased contracted the under mentioned
along with Michael Madu and Goodnews
Ikechukwu to do a menial job in her new house
at the Udoka Housing Estate. They were to
move sand from the frontage of the house into
the compound as minor finishing was going on.

"On Saturday 24th January, 2009, Wisdom
Onyekwa went back to the house but this time,
not for the menial job. Instead, he killed the
woman, raped and strangulated her 7-year old daughter, stole unspecified
amount of money and took away the deceased's two GSM phones and fled the
house," the DIG disclosed.

He stated that it was when one Ebele, a
neighbour to the deceased who observed that
the labourer she noticed in the morning had left
the compound without completing the job and left
the gates to the building open that she came into
the premises, but suspecting foul play, contacted
a relation to the deceased, who used his spare
keys to open the doors to the building only to
discover that the deceased had been killed.

The police boss said it was with the use of the
GSM handset that they were able to track the suspects, who confessed to the
crime.

The main suspect, Onyekwa confirmed the killing but pleaded for leniency.
Other people who had earlier been engaged by the dead lecturer for same
menial job, Madu and Ikechukwu told the journalists that though they did not
participate in the killing, they were sure the principal suspect killed the woman
and her child.

Onyekwa, who had to face them openly wile the
reporters were there, pretended to be sobbing
saying "I have told them the truth, I have confessed;
I plead for pardon; I will sign any document, I will not
do it again."

On the other hand, the Police began training of the officers of the Anti-
Terrorism Squad, on the latest techniques employed by terrorists.
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The Inspector-General of Police, Mr. Ogbonna Onovo, who declared the
training open, noted that due to the sophistication of terrorists, it has become
imperative that regular training be conducted for all security personnel so as to
combat their activities.

He thanked the British and American governments for the assistance rendered
to the police, stressing that the training would not be in vain.
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