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Custom ofﬁcer dles in clash
with smugglers

N what an eyewitness -

account revealed may

.ve been.a business deal
gone ' awry,

a Customs

o

gathered,

“officer was killed and five

others injured early last

Tuesday morninginagun . The
battle between operatives’
of the Federal Operations:

Unit (FOU).of the Customs
Service {NCS) and some
suspected smugglérs op-
erating along ‘the Seme

wounded afﬂcers
‘accosted the suspe

smugglers at the check-

“patrol

border end of the _Bada-

tion had any linkage to al-
leged  disagreement . over
gratification :between the
Customs officers and the
suspected smugglers.

cS: spokesperson
exp!amed *What - hap-
penied was that the men
of the Federal Operations
accosted a bus
loaded with textile mate-
rials at Agbara checkpoint,
and, when they v}\‘ranted to

point they had mounted cau

at Agbara stretth of the'{ v

expressway, -

- ncndent |t ‘was
“has thrown up
A n mber of issues;

When the smugglers
got here they went to Army{

ile, 52 suspect-
ed hoodlums have ‘been

. -arrested in a joint opera-
‘tion by t

‘meet the Customs for Polit

~ setﬁement, gut the _Cus- dt

the usual money. They

claimed that it was too &

small.  After much argu-
ment, the smugglers tried
to pass without doikng as
the Customs said and the

“Customs- opened fire at

their vehicles,” recounted

“ah eyewitness,
The NCS Public Rela-

ﬁons Officer, Chief Super-
intendént Wale Adeniyi,
confirmed the incident,

" Adeniyi, however, de-

nied that the confronta-

Seme wuth * their textile
car%oes after the firefi ight
'wut the Customs team,
Adeniyi  told Dany
Champ;on that the service

-was sustaining the anti-
smuggling ‘onslaught to

ensure that the fleeing
smugglers and their ik

face justice. =~
*Investigations have
commenced and pm:eed-

ing earnestly,” hesaid,



