-Iﬁeymwas body in the pool of ber blood

THE fam:ly of Joseph Elom woke UpP returned. home first td*r'neet Iféy'i'nwa
~dead in the pool of her own blood,
Chief Elom popularly known as Abble_,

on Sunday, September 16, with no
‘premonition. of *dangeér. Being the
day of worship, the famliy members

after having their morning devotion; -
started preparing for church'service at -

the family. local church which would
take them about 15 minutes walk: =

Joseph Eiom, the head of the family

was not in town, havmg travelled to

. their home village in Ebonyi State for - : -
|the lifeless body of Ifeyi:hwa' in the

a visit which would last him five days:

Jossy noted.
“When -+

Elom, also a petty trader. -

~So, Elom’s wife .and two~ of "his

chlldren left for church service that

day. The other members of the family,
including ifeyinwa Ugadu

‘old lady decided to stay a 'i
watch clothes and tidy up the house.

|pool of her blood, I was scared,’ recalls
“I could not|.
believe my eyes. All her body was with |
several deep- cuts which. suggested -

that she-was stabbed to death”

a 22-year-
home- to

Mrs. Elom-amidst sobs.

got home and found"_‘f
‘out that the entrance door was not -
locked, I'was furious and from-outside -
started yelling at Ifeyinwa to ask her
why she didn’t lack the door says Mrs. -

-MrEIom, the deceased elder brothr

azad ek orndd by ot ot thie nt

Shortly after the mother of the

house left-for church, two out of the
- three people left behind at home
. also decided to go to shop, where the:
family’s breadwinner sells foodstuffs..
- Ifeyinwa, who was brought to Lagos
only last year was the only one Ieft at’

home.

“And . when we were going, she.'

: asked us to come back home for our

’breakfast in _about one hour |ater,  f
promising - that the meal must have i
- been prepared by then," says Gabnel 2

brother

- -‘lfeymwas youngefr
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_a“deagrier had Ached ln‘.the hands:- of. N

.Mt vas my wife and the two little
~ children - vvho went to church that

.
-

Mts.. Elom screamed. and collapsed

and she didn’t know what happened
next as she was rushed to the hospital -
“‘where she recuperated for three days.

-“Because of the shock, | didn't hear

_ the riews through: my wife: 1t was.a -
~ neighbour that-ca Ie_d* me_on phone
‘and, mformed me says Chlef Elom
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was attacked by somebody or group '

of people’ -

“Worried Chief Elom. said his ate
sister's body was found alone in the
sitting room of their three-bedroom

| apartment,

-“Nothing lncrlmlnatmg was found
around her: . There was. no knife and
no dangerous ‘object found around
her, and 'in the whole apartment.
'The ‘only knife that the family uses

- was met where it is’ usually kept, We
‘ransacked everywhere in the house.

~swhether we. could find a strange
“objéct, but there was none. No item
was found missing in the: house either

" with This were the biood stains alt ove
kllled her: ahd for what réasén. But,. wi his w rethe loods;:lnsa.ov 3

what I am convmced of is that. she

the' place in the fiving room. ..
It was hot only that Ifeyinwa dled

»

'and nobody lost any- money among
-~ the family members” : .
s On whether. lfeymwa mlght have

mystendhsly, what _ baffled fa'mnlyf
members as well as. every other

* person that heard ofthe news was

the fact that nobody in ‘the entire

_premises “that - occupies -one-storey

building of four flats was available
or claimed to be avanable when the
incident took place. . .

““Nobody - told - me he/she was

“around when the incident-took place..

You' know it was a Sunday and people

~have' gone for church ‘service. The.

deceased also ought to have gone

“to church that day, but she decided’
_to stay back without knowing that
she was waiting. for her death. And
‘we didn’t see any man wuth her singe-

last year that she came to Lagos from

“the- village to suspect whether or.
~.not, she was wamng at home for hier
,,boyfnend .

““That. is why the fa'mll

5 feymwa s»;body has. been@deposntett{'
.at"lagos’ State’ University TCzachmgj
~ Hospital (LASUTH) lkeja. mortuary for
autopsy. -
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