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,eaér*o 22. Several. arrests were aiso made and, acoordm'g to the |
Mr. Fidelis Agbo, a deputy superintendent of Police (DSP) and
] spokeésman for the Anambra State Police Commiand, the operation
to bring an end to the activities of these kidnappers was still on. |
Which all simply means that the body count inencounters between }
alleged MASSOBmmbersandsecuntyforcesmll onIynse,
unacceptably higher? e
V' Thisis worrisome. ' -
Forone,ttmughthe?olioe have linked MASSOBmembersmth

{the spate of kidnappings in the South East area of the country,
MASSOB spokesmen have categorically denied this fink. They say
tlzatnoneoft!rexrmernbersrsamongthosewhohdnapothersfor _
{any reason. And that the kidnappers are criminals who should be ,
apprehended and punished according to'the aw, o

| -~ Asitturned outnofewer than40 yo! i. d |
‘ mtheAnamhraludnap@gslosttherrhvesmmebtestopemM :
by security forces.
| Everyright thinking ngenan will condemn and has condemned ‘
jtheactof snatching people for ransom and other acts of criminality
under the guise of pursuing some political objectives. Kidnapping }
{ becomes even more reprehensible when the: targets are the most.

vulnerable in society - children; old- wors fon 5.f
heretohelpoureconomyonewayortheothesandah&
living like everyone else. “However, considering the’
this kidnap activity in areas outside the. South Eas

slaughter of 40 alleged MASSOB me

alone, appears to be a mindless blood-bath .

‘TheSouthEasthas notwitnessed kldrfappmgsuntil recentlywhen_.
some individuals arranged same for each-other in pi rsuit of parelyi
personal objectives. Therefore,tohideunder " f law and
order, as the security. forcesapm ~ i :
a particular tribe appears drastic and bmtal 1t recaﬂs charges of'
ethnic cleansing which MASSOB has consistently alleged. g

The emergence of ethnic nationality groups in modern Nugeﬂa ,
like the Niger Delta Peoples Volunteer Force (NDPVF), the Oodua
Peoples Congress (OPC}, Arewa ¥quths and MASSOB. Jtaihlstoﬁtal
| roots and are too well-known for re ’
| But all the'recent agitatrons by these groups have centered on,{ ‘
]therelease of their spokespersons: Asarrbokubw‘ﬁiepreye; :
{Alamieyeseigha, redenck Fasheun, Gani Adams and '
Uwazuruike, -~ 5
{ - Everyonein this irst of thenatron’s. etainec ‘suhmrsives"
| been 1et go on bail on the general and official understanding that
Jthey would help government to calm down therr foot soldlers Only
{Ralph Uwazuruike is still being denied bail. - s
'/ Though freed from jail, there is even intenslﬁed vro!ence in the
, nger Delta where the former released suspects come from.

MASSOB, byselfavowahsanofgaﬁnzatronthattakes non-v:olence
’ as an operational credo. They are therefore largely unarmed. 1

That a criminal group would masquerade under the MASSOB
banner to unleash mayhem on society is very unfortunate. That the
: securlty agencies havea duty to apprehend such culprits is. beyond
|question. - -
| _But we ask, is. thehestway to.doihrstheapphcatronof Jungle
| justiceandyunmngdown Scoresof suspectswithout brmglngthem

totrial before a competentcourtoflaw? - .
1 Much as we condemn the criminal acts of youths in the Anambra ,
area, that should not be a justlﬁcatlon for |dentifymg«MASSO ith |
matm:lﬂesm o Kill able-hodied e
fin \Onitsha. =~ :

.”We think' that the extra-judlcral killmgs of al!eged MASSOB
members have gone enough and should be halted.

‘Chief Uwazuruike, who is still being incarcerated, should be let
{off togoandmmdhlsjootsoldlersashxs counterpadshavebem
‘Hetgo. ‘
~ It might appear reasonable to want to fight the symptoms of
a disease, as the Nigerian security forces appear to be doing in
Anambra state, but the real task should be identifying and treating
the disease itself. Better still, the authorities should devise ways of
addressing the root causes of the disease. :

Both the issue of MASSOB and kidnappings have traceable,
verifiable origins. They should be addressed by federal authorities. -
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