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Robbers kill bank manager, 3 others •Bloody day in Lagos,

Enugu, Onitsha

CHUKWUDI ACHIFE, Enugu, ODOGWU EMEKA ODOGWU, Awka and ANTHONY OMOH

ONITSHA branch manager of a second generation bank (name withheld), Nnamdi Obi and two policemen were
killed by yet-to-be identified gunmen in separate incidents Sunday in Onitsha and Enugu, respectively.

Similarly, armed robbers yesterday stormed the domestic wing of the Murtala Muhammed International Airport,
Ikeja, (MMIA), Lagos, leaving an unidentified man dead, and several others wounded after their operation.

Daily Champion gathered that Obi who hailed from Nawfia in Njikoka local government area of Anambra State,
was shot dead inside his car near the abattoir in Onitsha where he had accompanied his wife to.

Police Public Relations Officer (PPRO) for Anambra command, Mr Felix Agbo, an Assistant Superintendent of
Police (ASP) confirmed the killing.

He told our correspondent on telephone that investigation was on-going to unmask the killers.

Other gang of armed robbers Sunday night shot and killed two policemen in what appeared to be a planned
attack on a police check point along Ogui Road, Enugu and about a 100metres from the police station on the
same road.

The hoodlums also snatched the service rifles of the slain cops after, as eyewitnesses recounted, hurling abuse
on and kicking their corpses.

The police check point had been mounted near two popular fast food shops and restaurants that are the favourite
haunts of Enugu’s rich and famous and had been targets of armed robbery attacks in the past.

The permanent police presence there had helped to keep the hoodlums at bay. The weekend’s attack on the
check point is widely viewed as an act of vengeance by the criminals against the men who had prevented them
from operating freely in the area.

Eyewitnesses said the incident occurred at about 8.30 pm when the robbers who were travelling in a flashy car
whose make could not be ascertained suddenly opened fire on the unsuspecting policemen as they approached
their checkpoint. The hoodlums were said to have climbed down from their cars and after molesting the corpses
of the cops, took their service firearms.

"It all happened in a flash, we suddenly heard gunshots and the next thing we saw were some people climbing
down from a car and rushing at the policemen who were already lying on the ground. They kicked at the bodies
and shouted insults at them before taking their guns and escaping in the car", said one witness, who pleaded
anonymity.

Enugu State Police Public Relations Officer, Mr Mike Abattam, who confirmed the incident, said the bodies of the
two dead cops had been recovered, adding that a massive man-hunt for the hoodlums had commenced.

"We have alerted all units to hunt down those hoodlums and I can assure you, we will get them in no distant
time. They cannot escape", he said.

The hoodlums are also suspected to have been behind several robbery incidents in different parts of the city on
Sunday night shortly after the attack on the policemen.

It also came barely a week after robbers killed a policeman and wounded another in a failed attempt to rob a
bank at Nsukka.

Daily Champion learnt that the robbers, who started their operation at about 2am, tied up the six security
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operatives on duty and the three plain clothed caps seizing the gun of one of the victims.

According to some of the workers the alleged mad man was also shot dead on the spot. It is not the bureau de
change office when he accosted the armed robbers.

What the rampaging hoodlums carted away, extensive damage to most of the offices and the vehicles that were
parked there.

The chairman of the bureau de change, Alhaji Aliyu Abubakar, who spoke with Daily Champion confirmed the
incident and stated that there have been strict orders to everyone at the bureau de change not to keep money
overnight.

"We have a very strict order that nobody should keep his money overnight in the compound, so that order has
been very helpful; because nobody kept money and the robbers did not find any money in the safe that were
forced open," he said.

According to him, three safes opened and almost all the offices in the bureau de change were broken into by the
bandits who went on a rampage riddling bullets on vehicles and windows when they found nothing to steal.

Airport Command police authority are yet to comment on the incident not reacted to it.

It is recalled that a similar incident took place early in January at the Nigeria Aviation Handling Company
(NAHCO) where over N120 million was carted away and the suspects not been captured.

Unlike Sunday afternoon’s robbery in Isolo, Lagos where the robbers allegedly trailed the bullion vans,
yesterday’s robbery in Lagos witnessed the raiding of some bureau de change offices at MMIA.

A police officer’s rifle was allegedly snatched during the operation.
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