Ebonyi crisis: Death tol

KENNETH OFOMA, Abakaliki

MORE details on the lingering
communal crisis in Onicha
and lgboeze communities in
Onicha local government area of
Ebonyi State, emerged Thursday,
as thousands of.women from
the area stormed the state
Government House in protest
of alleged killing of no fewer
than 15 persons from their area
by the police who were said to
have carried out series of raids to
recover the remains of their two
missing officers.

They also expressed dismay
ovgr alleged police brutality
and harassment of their people,
claiming that the police had
arrested over 50 persons from
the area since the crisis broke
out February 2.

The women said ever since
youths of the area embarked
on a violent demonstration
resulting in the destruction of

roperty belonging to high
file political office holders
from the area, including, the
Deputy Governor, Chigozie
Ogbu, and chairman of the state
Council of traditional rulers, Eze
Agom Eze, the community had
known no peace.

In a reaction, however, the
police public relations officer
of the State Command, ASP
Nnudam Frederick denied
knQwiedge of the mass arrest
and killing of 15 persons, stating

that “no sane person will go to
Onicha and begin to kill, shoot
sporadically at people”.

The women maintained that
the mass arrest by the police was
as a result of the killing of two
of their men, DSP Wilfred Ekpe
and Sgt. Ekpenyong Effium, by
the youths of the community,
who were protesting alleged
insensitivity of the government
to the plight of the people.

The demonstrators, among
them widows and pregnant
women were stopped at the
gate to the Government House
by the police who pushed and
used sticks on them to drive

lrisesto 15

themaway. .
. The ensuing rampage
resulted in most of the women,
sustaining serious injuries in the
course of their protest, while
about four of them appeared
almost naked in a move aimed at
fully registering their presence.
The women who spoke
through one Mrs. Mercy Nwoga,
recalled how some students
from the area were waylaid
on their way to a school inter-
house sports and taken away
to unknown destination; “up till
this moment nothing has been
heard about the whereabouts of
the students.’
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