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Around 300 people are believed to have
died during the violent clashes

JOS, PLATEAU STATE

Nigeria map

Deadly riots in 2001 and 2008

City divided into Christian and
Muslim areas

Divisions accentuated by system of
classifying people as indigenes and
settlers

Hausa-speaking Muslims living in
Jos for decades are still classified as
settlers

Settlers find it difficult to stand for
election

Divisions also exist along party
lines: Christians mostly back the
ruling PDP; Muslims generally
supporting the opposition ANPP

In pictures: Nigeria riot aftermath

More than 300 people
suspected of being involved in
last week's deadly religious
clashes in central Nigeria have
been arrested, police have
said.

Troops have been ordered to
remain at their posts to avoid the
army being dragged into the
conflict, AFP reports.

Although an exact death toll is not
known, 300 or more are thought to have died in the Muslim-Christian
clashes.

Scores of bodies have been found in wells near Jos, a city straddling
the Christian south and Muslim north.

Of the 300 arrested, almost half have been taken from the central
Plateau state to the capital, Abuja, for questioning.

Displaced people

Many of those arrested were previously taken into custody during
similar violence in November 2008, a state government spokesman
said according to Reuters.

"We are afraid the same situation
will occur again. They were moved
to Abuja last time, but they were
never prosecuted," Plateau state
government spokesperson Gregory
Yenlong said.

Hundreds of police have been
deployed on the streets of Jos to
restore order and a curfew
imposed on the city has been
relaxed to run for 12 hours from
1800 each evening.

The head of Nigeria's armed forces
said they had intelligence that
some people were trying to
infiltrate its ranks.

"We are aware of the fact that there is tension in the country," Lt Gen
Abdulrahman Dambazau said, according to AFP.

"We want to ensure that we control the movement of troops to protect
them against people who will try to take advantage of them."

The violence erupted in the city last week, rapidly spreading to nearby
villages. Several thousand people remain displaced, having abandoned
their homes, fleeing the mobs wielding knives and machetes.

A precise toll is not known though Muslim officials in Jos who spoke to
the campaign group Human Rights Watch said 364 Muslims had been

SHARED READ WATCHED/LISTENED

Ethiopia plane 'flew wrong way'

France report backs face veil ban

China renames 'Avatar' mountain

Americans' love affair with motorhomes

Day in pictures

US maintains ban on Scottish haggis

News Front Page

Africa

Americas

Asia-Pacific

Europe

Middle East

South Asia

UK

Business

Health

Science & Environment

Technology

Entertainment

Also in the news
-----------------

Video and Audio
-----------------

Programmes

Have Your Say

In Pictures

Country Profiles

Special Reports

Related BBC sites

Sport

Weather

On This Day

Editors' Blog

BBC World Service

Languages

 

Page last updated at 23:24 GMT, Monday, 25 January 2010

E-mail this to a friend Printable version

Hundreds arrested after Nigeria clashes

NIGERIA - TROUBLED GIANT

LATEST NEWS

Nigeria riot city's curfew eased

Deputy leader 'in charge'

DEADLY DELTA

Peace at last?
Guns handed in but future still
murky in Nigeria's oil region

Henry Okah - freed militant

Will Shell payout change the delta?

'Blood oil' dripping from Nigeria

Chief remembers oil discovery

POLICE SPOTLIGHT

Armed robber?
Why did police kill Emmanuel,
aged 13?

In the line of fire

Killer cops

'Civil lunatics'

BACKGROUND

Fit for the job?
President's absence still
rankles despite signs of life

Profile: President Umaru Yar'Adua

Ribadu tells of corruption battle

Debate: Is Nigeria a failed state?

Country profile

RELATED BBC LINKS

World Service Africa

Hausa

RELATED INTERNET LINKS

Red Cross Nigeria

Plateau State government

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites

TOP AFRICA STORIES

Ethiopia plane 'flew wrong way'

Faisal expulsion 'cost $500,000'

Algeria to airlift fans to Angola

| News feeds

MOST POPULAR STORIES NOW

BBC News - Hundreds arrested after Nigeria clashes http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8479964.stm

1 sur 2 26/01/10 16:12



E-mail this to a friend Printable version

Ads by Google

Forex Trading - GFT
New to forex? Try a risk-free practice account today. GFT
www.GFTuk.com

NZ airline offers beds in economy

Obama to call for spending freeze

'Mole-hunter' breaks 30-year silence

Bonanza actor Roberts dies at 81

Most popular now, in detail

MOST POPULAR NOW The most shared story right now is: France report backs face veil ban

PRODUCTS & SERVICES E-mail news Mobiles Alerts News feeds Podcasts

FEATURES, VIEWS, ANALYSIS

Motorhome mania
Americans' long love
affair with the open
road

Security vacuum
Gun rule adds to
woes in Haiti's Cite
Soleil slum

Day in pictures
Some eye-catching
images from around
the world

SKIP TO TOP

Bookmark with:

Delicious  Digg  reddit  Facebook  StumbleUpon

What are these?

News Sources
About BBC News

About the BBCBBC Help
Contact UsAccessibility Help

Terms of UseJobs
Privacy & CookiesAdvertise With Us

 © MMX

The BBC is not responsible for the
content of external internet sites.

BBC News - Hundreds arrested after Nigeria clashes http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8479964.stm

2 sur 2 26/01/10 16:12


