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Nigeria religious riots 'kill 200' in Jos

NIGERIA - TROUBLED GIANT

DEADLY DELTA

Peace at last?
Guns handed in but future still
murky in Nigeria's oil region

Henry Okah - freed militant

Will Shell payout change the delta?

'Blood oil' dripping from Nigeria

Chief remembers oil discovery

POLICE SPOTLIGHT

Armed robber?
Why did police kill Emmanuel,
aged 13?

In the line of fire

Killer cops

'Civil lunatics'

BACKGROUND

Power vacuum
Nigerians fear crisis with their
leader stuck in hospital

Profile: President Umaru Yar'Adua

Ribadu tells of Nigeria corruption battle

Debate: Is Nigeria a failed state?

Timeline

Country profile

SERVICES

News alerts
Get the latest breaking news
delivered to your desktop or
mobile device

RELATED BBC LINKS

Hausa

TOP AFRICA STORIES

'200 dead' in Nigeria clashes

Sudan 'would accept separation'

Ghana scrape past Burkina Faso

| News feeds

MOST POPULAR STORIES NOW

BBC News - Nigeria religious riots 'kill 200' in Jos http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8468456.stm

1 sur 2 20/01/10 11:26



Hausa-speaking Muslims have been
living in Jos for many decades but are
still classified as settlers, meaning it is
difficult for them to stand for election.

The two groups are also divided along
party political lines with Christians
mostly backing the ruling PDP, and
Muslims generally supporting the
opposition ANPP.

In Nigeria, political office means
access to resources.

Central Mosque in Jos, told AFP
news agency he had counted 192
bodies since Sunday.

Muhammad Tanko Shittu, a
mosque worker who was helping to
prepare mass burials, told Reuters
he had counted 149 bodies.

Jos is in Nigeria's volatile Middle
Belt - between the mainly Muslim
north and the south where the
majority is Christian or follow traditional religions.

Correspondents say such clashes in Nigeria are often blamed on
sectarianism.

However, poverty and access to resources such as land often lie at the
root of the violence.

It is unclear what the trigger was for the latest bout of violence.

Plateau State spokesman Dan Manjang told Network Africa there were
reports that it may have started after a football match.

But he said it would be surprising if football was the reason.

Reuters quoted residents as saying the violence started after an
argument over the rebuilding of homes destroyed in the 2008 clashes.
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