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Militants say they are fighting for the
rights of local people

Three Britons and a Colombian
kidnapped last week in
Nigeria's Delta region have
been freed, local police say.

Gunmen snatched the group, who
were working for oil giant Shell,
near the city of Port Harcourt last
Tuesday, killing a Nigerian guard.

A police spokeswoman told the
AFP news agency all four were "looking okay" but did not say if a
ransom had been paid.

The oil-producing region is notorious for kidnappings by militants, who
demand a greater share of its wealth.

But the Delta has been relatively calm since most major militant
groups agreed to lay down their arms last year after the government
offered an amnesty.

But the BBC's Caroline Duffield in Lagos says that with President
Umaru Yar'Adua in a hospital in Saudi Arabia, no-one has been
steering the amnesty process.

Many militants say the government has not fulfilled its promises. Our
correspondent says there are signs that the hard-won lull in violence is
now under strain.

Shot dead

"All kidnapped victims - the three Britons and the Colombian - have
been released this evening," Nigerian police spokeswoman Rita Abbey
was quoted as saying by AFP.

The four workers have not been
identified.

They were attacked by
unidentified gunmen last Tuesday
morning as they made their way
to work at a power plant, police
said.

Their police escort was shot dead
and the driver was also believed to
have been shot.

A police search in and around the town of Aba, some 30 miles (50km)
north-east of Port Harcourt, followed.

At the time, Shell expressed concern for the safety of its contractor

SHARED READ WATCHED/LISTENED

Rare glimpse of the crystal cave

US starts aid airdrops into Haiti

Life on one of the world's most remote
islands

Cadbury agrees Kraft takeover bid

Why the Brits snubbed Susan Boyle

JAL bankruptcy filing confirmed

Gravel 'traps Exxon Valdez oil'

Pretty women 'anger more easily'

News Front Page

Africa

Americas

Asia-Pacific

Europe

Middle East

South Asia

UK

Business

Health

Science & Environment

Technology

Entertainment

Also in the news
-----------------

Video and Audio
-----------------

Programmes

Have Your Say

In Pictures

Country Profiles

Special Reports

Related BBC sites

Sport

Weather

On This Day

Editors' Blog

BBC World Service

Languages

 

Page last updated at 08:06 GMT, Tuesday, 19 January 2010

E-mail this to a friend Printable version

Abducted Britons and Colombian freed in Nigeria

NIGERIA - TROUBLED GIANT

DEADLY DELTA

Peace at last?
Guns handed in but future still
murky in Nigeria's oil region

Henry Okah - freed militant

Will Shell payout change the delta?

'Blood oil' dripping from Nigeria

Chief remembers oil discovery

POLICE SPOTLIGHT

Armed robber?
Why did police kill Emmanuel,
aged 13?

In the line of fire

Killer cops

'Civil lunatics'

BACKGROUND

Power vacuum
Nigerians fear crisis with their
leader stuck in hospital

Profile: President Umaru Yar'Adua

Ribadu tells of Nigeria corruption battle

Debate: Is Nigeria a failed state?

Timeline

Country profile

RELATED INTERNET LINKS

FCO

Shell Nigeria

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites

[an error occurred while processing this directive]

TOP AFRICA STORIES

Nigeria religious clashes spread

Guinea junta 'names civilian PM'

Abducted Britons freed in Nigeria

| News feeds

MOST POPULAR STORIES NOW

BBC News - Abducted Britons and Colombian freed in Nigeria http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8466835.stm

1 sur 2 19/01/10 11:22



E-mail this to a friend Printable version

Ads by Google

Forex Trading - GFT
New to forex? Try a risk-free practice account today. GFT
www.GFTuk.com

Free Stock Charts
100% Free Global Stock Charts Build and Sell Trading Strategies
www.zignals.com

Јоur dе tа mοrt
Ν’аіеѕ раѕ реur, fаіѕ lе tеst еt déсоuνrеѕ quаnd tu νаѕ mоurіr
calculatedate.org

Microlight pilot's body found

Malignant malaria found in apes

Most popular now, in detail

MOST POPULAR NOW The most read story in Australasia is: Rare glimpse of the crystal cave

PRODUCTS & SERVICES E-mail news Mobiles Alerts News feeds Podcasts

FEATURES, VIEWS, ANALYSIS

Crystal cave
Rare glimpse of a
geological wonder of
the world

St Helena
Living on one of the
planet's most
remote settlements

A good year?
Obama's record
weighed up by BBC
Washington team

SKIP TO TOP

Bookmark with:

Delicious  Digg  reddit  Facebook  StumbleUpon

What are these?

News Sources
About BBC News

About the BBCBBC Help
Contact UsAccessibility Help

Terms of UseJobs
Privacy & CookiesAdvertise With Us

 © MMX

The BBC is not responsible for the
content of external internet sites.

BBC News - Abducted Britons and Colombian freed in Nigeria http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8466835.stm

2 sur 2 19/01/10 11:22


