Soldiers kill two in Jos as electoral officer is lynched over v... http://www.businessdayonline.com/NG/index.php?option...

1sur3

Wednesday, Jan 19th Last update 05:33:11 AM GMT HEADLINES: Nigeria on my mind (2) Register  Search SEARCH

ADVERTISE HERE

enquiries @ businessdayonline.com

HOME NEWS = ANALYSIS INVESTOR TECH LAW ENTREPRENEUR = TRAVEL PUBLICATIONS = CITYFILE FREELANCE @ JOBS

DIRECTORY

YOU ARE HERE: NEWS » NATIONAL + SOLDIERS KILL TWO IN JOS AS ELECTORAL OFFICER IS LYNCHED OVER VOTER REGISTRATION ROW

Soldiers kill two in Jos as electoral officer is
lynched over voter registration row

TUESDAY, 18 JANUARY 2011 00:00 REUTERS

Three people were killed in Jos on Monday when soldiers
opened fire to quell a fight between Christian and Muslim youths
over voter registration for April elections, police and witnesses
said.

Soldiers opened fire at a secondary school being used as a
voter registration centre in the city of Jos after a group of
Christian youths tried to prevent Muslim electoral commission
officials from delivering voting materials, witnesses said.

Schools across Nigeria have been closed for the voter registration exercise, which began on Saturday,
and there were no children at the venue at the time.

“We tried to pacify them but they grew wild,” Plateau state police commissioner Abdulrahman Akano told
reporters.

“They started stoning the soldiers and the soldiers had no choice than to open fire on them in
self-defence,” he said, adding two of the youths were killed by the gunfire.

One electoral official was lynched and burned, bringing the death toll to three, while two soldiers were
wounded, a spokesman for a joint military and police taskforce said.

Plateau state, of which Jos is the capital, lies in the “Middle Belt” where the mostly Muslim north meets
the largely Christian south. It has seen years of ethnic tensions and is a major potential flashpoint ahead
of the April elections.

The latest unrest brings the death toll in and around Jos to more than 100 since Christmas, when there
—_—
were a series of bomb blasts and subsequent clashes in the city.

Some members of the Christian community have accused the security forces of backing the mostly
Muslims Hausa-Fulani ethnic group during the unrest. The rank-and-file of the army are from both
religions but senior officers stationed in the region are predominantly Muslim, they say.

The military denies the accusations.

Hundreds of people died in fighting between Muslim and Christian mobs in the Middle Belt a year ago
and there have been frequent outbreaks of violence since then.

The tension is rooted in decades of resentment between indigenous groups, mostly Christian or animist,
who are vying for control of fertile farmlands and for economic and political power with migrants and

settlers from the north.

President Goodluck Jonathan, who is from the southern Niger Delta, won the ruling party primaries last
week and is considered the front-runner in the presidential race on April 9.

£ BOOKMARK w20 £7

Add your comment
Your name:
Your email:

Subject:

19/01/11 10:29


joelle
Rectangle 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 




