STARS ON THEIR SHOULDERS. BLOOD ON THEIR HANDS. 3
WAR CRIMES COMMITTED BY THE NIGERIAN MILITARY
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

cover-up efforts by the military, and the difficulty of reaching witnesses in the areas where the
crimes were committed. Cases presented in this report provide documentation of extrajudicial
executions in Adamawa, Borno and Yobe states.

Amnesty International’s research shows that the military extrajudicially executed people after they
had been captured and when they presented no danger, in violation of International Humanitarian
Law (IHL). Many were shot dead inside detention facilities, while others were either shot or had their
throats cut after being captured during cordon-and-search operations.

One of the most horrific mass extrajudicial executions by the military happened on 14 March 2014
in Maiduguri, Borno state. In the aftermath of a Boko Haram attack on the military detention facility
at Giwa barracks during which the detainees were released, the military killed at least 640 men and
boys, most of them recaptured detainees. In March 2014, Amnesty International published a
detailed report documenting the killings of at least 622 people who had escaped from Giwa
barracks. This report presents additional information about the extrajudicial execution of at least 18
other men on that day, including the analysis of videos showing some of the executions.

Other cases of mass extrajudicial executions documented by Amnesty International include the
execution of 64 detainees in Presidential Lodge (Guardroom) detention facility in Damaturu, Yobe
state on 18 April 2013 and the killings of at least 185 people during a “mop-up” operation in Baga
on 17 April 2013.

In some cases, the bodies of executed detainees were returned to their families, usually dumped
near the houses or on the outskirts of the villages. In other cases, the families were never officially
informed of the deaths of their relatives and found out about the executions from released detainees
or eyewitnesses. In many cases, they never found out at all.

DEATHS IN CUSTODY

Data collected by Amnesty International suggests that since March 2011, more than 7,000 men and
boys have died in detention, their deaths often unrecorded and almost never investigated. Amnesty
International gathered the data and the details of individual cases through visits to mortuaries,
internal military reports, statistics recorded by local human rights activists and interviews with
witnesses, victims, former detainees, hospital staff, mortuary personnel and military sources.

The highest death rates were recorded in Giwa barracks in May, June and July 2013, where up to
180 deaths were recorded on some days. In June alone, more than 1,400 corpses were delivered
from the barracks to one of the mortuaries in Maiduguri.

Obtaining information on the precise number of deaths in custody became particularly challenging
after August 2012, when the military instructed the mortuaries in Maiduguri not to keep records,
possibly in an effort to hide the high rate of deaths in detention. In addition, according to military
sources and witnesses, not all of the bodies were taken from the barracks to mortuaries; some were
buried by soldiers in mass graves.

Based on eyewitness testimonies and analysis of video and photographic evidence, as well as
information contained in military reports, Amnesty International believes that the main causes of
deaths in detention were starvation, thirst, severe overcrowding that led to spread of diseases,
torture and lack of medical attention, and the use of fumigation chemicals in unventilated cells.
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