
Stars on their shoulders. Blood on their hands. 

War crimes committed by the Nigerian military. 
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and just buried the bodies.123 Eyewitnesses confirmed to Amnesty International that in 

different locations around town local residents recovered a total of 35 corpses of men who 

had been arrested during the operation, all bearing marks of execution.124 

EXTRAJUDICIAL EXECUTION OF 12 MEN IN CHIKIDE, 18 JUNE 2014 

On 18 June 2014, Nigerian soldiers detained nine men from the village of Chikide, Gwoza 

Local Government Area about 105 km from Maiduguri, and three men from the nearby village 

of Ngoshe. The bodies of all 12, with marks that suggested that they had been killed, were 

discovered the following day.125 

Eyewitnesses from Chikide told Amnesty International that on 18 June soldiers, whom they 

recognised as being based in nearby Kirawa barracks, came to the local mosque as people 

were finishing afternoon prayers. The witnesses described how after prayers the soldiers 

separated out nine men aged between 22 and 40 from the group The 

army had come with two people in uniforms whose faces were covered. There were no ID 

numbers on the chest of the uniforms. They started pointing out people and selected nine 

youths. 126 The soldiers told the older men to go home. They then loaded the young men into 

military vehicles and drove away.  

The following day, women from the village wanted to take food to the military barracks but 

someone told them that there were dead bodies in the forest by neighbouring Bokko 

village.127 A group of men and women from Chikide went to look. An eyewitness told Amnesty 

Intern . Some had 

wounds on their face like they were beaten, some had cuts in their stomach like their 

stomach has been cut with knives. All of them no clothing, only one with clothes, the rest in 

short knickers. All of them had bullet wounds in different places. They were in one row. 128  

Next to the bodies of the nine men from Chikide, the villagers also found three other bodies. 

They told Amnesty International that these men were from neighbouring Ngoshe.129 All the 

men were buried the same day. 

A military source who monitors the military operations in the area confirmed the incident to 

Amnesty International. He said the soldiers, who were part of Team A Mobile Brigade, based 

in Kirawa, had claimed the men were Boko Haram members.130  

EXTRAJUDICIAL EXECUTION OF FOUR MEN IN KONDUGA, 17 SEPTEMBER 2014 

On 17 September 2014, the army repelled a Boko Haram attack on the military barracks in 
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