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The video evidence obtained by Amnesty International corroborates multiple eyewitness accounts of

what happened next. The Nigerian military and CJTF members ordered those alleged to be Boko

Haram members to lie down side by side on the ground, and then beat them with sticks and

machetes. One eyewitness told Amnesty International the military officials shouted: “You have to beat,

even kill these; they are Boko Haram.” 

 

The footage shows how during this “screening” operation, the military and CJTF fired celebratory

shots in the air. Up to 35 detainees were then loaded onto a single military vehicle and taken away to

the local military barracks in Bama.    

 

Several days later, on the afternoon of 29 July, military personnel took the men out of the barracks

and brought them to their communities, where they shot them dead, several at a time, before

dumping their corpses. One local resident told Amnesty International how the gunshots rang out from

around 2pm into the evening as soldiers shot and deposited the bodies in different places around the

town.   

 

A relative of one of the extrajudicially executed men described the aftermath: “At that time everyone

was aware that these people [had been] killed, [and] started running to look. We found [our relative]

near Bama bridge. Plenty of people were with us. They [had] shot five of them [in that location alone].

There were five bodies including [my relative]. He had a bullet hole in his chest and no clothes, only

trousers. We took the body and buried it. There is no death certificate; Bama hospital is not

functioning. There is no place to complain; the town has restricted movement. Everybody left what

happened to God.” 

 

Deadly Boko Haram raid   

Like many other communities in north-eastern Nigeria, Bama’s residents have been living in constant

fear of attacks by Boko Haram and other armed groups. These are sometimes believed to be in

retaliation for what the armed groups deem to be the local residents’ co-operation with the Nigerian

military. Many of the attacks are met with little resistance by the military.  

 

The footage shows how during this “screening” operation, the military and CJTF fired celebratory

shots in the air. Up to 35 detainees were then loaded onto a single military vehicle and taken away to

the local military barracks in Bama.

Several days later, on the aftff ernoon of 29 July, military personnel took the men out of the barracks

and brought them to their communities, where they shot them dead, several at a time, before

dumping their corpses. One local resident told Amnesty International how the gunshots rang out from

around 2pm into the evening as soldiers shot and deposited the bodies in diffff erent places around the

town.


