RIGZONE - Gunmen Attack Oil Security Vessel Off Nigeria

RIGZONE™

yaur efeiiaviayyioiina dll sy geslelusisg

HOME

EVENTS

COMPANIES

DATA JOBS

11/02/09 12:23

login | personalize | newsletters | advertise
e | {ico]
RN GO

EQUIPMENT BOOKSTORE TRAINING

Headlines:

- News Home

- Recent Headlines
- News Categories

- News Topics

- Regional News

- Downstream News
- Most Popular

Search Articles

(g

e

AFX News Limited

Special Coverage:

- Heavy Oil
Learn more about this
up and coming energy
resource.

Finance & Investing:

- Finance Home

- Industry Stocks

- Commodities

- Finance Headlines

- Company/Stock Search

Related Pictures

News Services:

- Image Library

- Conversion Calculator

- Email Newsletter
[help]

- RSS/XML Feed

- Mobile News

- Advertise/Media Kit

Daily News: Get industry
headlines in your inbox

every morning. It's free.

Subscribe Today:

Your Email Here

| Subscribe |

Your email is safe with us.
Read our privacy policy

Nigeria, West Africa
(Click to Enlarge)

came under fire.

Nabaida said.

for comment.

Nigerian army major.

http://www.rigzone.com/news/article.asp?a_id=72636

Gunmen attacked a security vessel off Nigeria on

Thursday in an oil field operated by Canada's Addax
Petroleum, killing the Nigerian captain and wounding
a crew member, the navy and security sources said.

The strike on MV Red One at around 3 a.m. (0200
GMT) off the coast of southern Nigeria's Akwa Ibom
state was the latest in a series of attacks on the
country's deep water oil industry.

. Navy spokesman

Commodore David
Nabaida said the
vessel, with military
personnel aboard, was
trying to prevent an
attack on an Addax
storage platform when it

"There was an exchange of fire and unfortunately
the captain was killed and a crew member was

injured. But the attack was repelled, the militants
didn't succeed in getting to the storage platform,"

Addax Petroleum could not immediately be reached

Two private security sources working in the oil
sector said a gang in two boats had attacked the
vessel. One source said the captain was a retired

The attack took place in OML 123, a 370-sq km
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(140-sq mile) license area operated by Addax.
Similar attacks took place in the area last year and
there have been at least 10 such raids in the wider
Niger Delta offshore region this year.

Some industry executives say the rise in piracy
could force smaller oil services firms -- vital to the
smooth operation of the offshore industry -- to
consider withdrawing from Nigeria.

"If they pull out, it will cripple the industry," one
industry source said.

The Niger Delta has long been plagued by
insecurity, particularly since militants who say they
are fighting for a fairer share of the region's natural
resources began blowing up oil pipelines and
kidnapping expatriate workers three years ago.

The offshore industry, on which Nigeria is depending
to raise output from around 2 million barrels per day
(bpd), had been considered relatively immune from
the unrest because its operations are far from land.
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